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WITH just five weeks left before the 
1999 Top Six competition kicks off 
glamour southern side South Mel- 
bourne maintains its pole position — 
even although Adelaide City spailed 
the party mood last Sunday when 
Carl Veart and Damian Mori com- 
bined to snatch a last-gasp equaliser, 

That sees South Melbourne and 
Sydney United on top separated by 
goal difference although the re- 
scheduled Round 23 match between 
South and Perth Glory will settle a 
few issues. 

Perth Glory are just a game or so 
away and poised for anv late slip-ups 
by Angie Postecoglou’s players. , 

Despite their impressive home rec- 
ord it looks as if Sydney United will 
push the champions all the way to 
the wire. 

Officials at Soccer Australia are 
delighted with the box office success 
of this season's competition. 

Controversy has always followed 
club gate figures but with the major- 
ity of clubs toeing the official party 
line with more realistic attendance 
submissions this season the figures 
are all the more impressive. 

And this season’s one millionth 
spectator is set to click through the 
turnstiles next weekend. 

That will present the league with a 


SOUTH 


welcome all-time record. with the 
depressing attendances of the mid- 
1980s finally a distant memory. 

The success of the summer compe- 
tition. with increased NSL centres. 
sounds a warning for those critics 
who wish to see the league reduced 
in.numbers. 

"This has been a remarkable season 
for the Ericsson Cup." said Ericsson 
Cup General Manager Stefan Ka- 
masz: 

"The introduction of Northern 
Spirit has assisted with the increase 
in crowd figures this season with 
Perth and South Melbourne also ex- 
periencing bumper crowds, 

"Last weekend's matches estab- 
lished a season aggregate crowd fig- 
ure for the one million mark to be 
broken in Round 26. 

"This will be the first time in the 
league's history that we have 
achieved this figure in the regular 
playing season. which excludes the 
Finals Series. 

"We're all looking forward to the 
next five rounds as we see a number 
of teams lift themselves and battle for 
a spot in this year's Finals Series." 

South Melbourne has produced the 


South Melbourne skipper Paul Trimboli: no early celebrations 
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most consistent soccer this season as 
they seek to become back-to-back 
double winners for the first time in 
NSL history. 

On Friday night they play Sydney 
record busters Northern Spirit in a 
gam! which may set the north shore 
club’s new attendance record. 

Officials expect a hvge crowd for 
that important clash but it could well 
turn ‘nto a party celebration for the 
Victorians if they manage to collect 
those three vital points, 

South Melbourne have lost only 
one home game in the last two sea- 
son and that factor could well see 
them crowned Premiers again in five: 
weeks time. 

But South Melbourne captain Paul 
Trimboli has put a lid on early talk of 
celebrations. saying: "Perhaps if we 
were well clear in the top two we 
would be thinking ahead but we can't 
afford to. 

“History shows the championship 
winner normally finishes in the top 
two so we have to make secure one 
of those positions before we start 
thinking of the finals.” 

And already the bookies have in- 
stalled. Sydney United and South 
Melbourne as the favourites for the 
top two positions. 
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INSIDE SOCCER is Australia’s best read soc- 
cer publication with 50,000 readers nation- 
ally — and we are growing. 

Each week our already expansive coverage 
of the Australian game grows as new features 
and news coverage areas are included. 

But Inside Soccer isn't just the best selling 
soccer publication in Australia — it is the only 
one which deals exclusively with Australian 
content. 

That is why we are number one. 
Providing good value for our advertisers is 
also another feature of our paper and we 
would like to invite advertisers to discuss our 
special value rates and regular features with 
our marketing team. 

Regular advertising supplements 
include; 

FITNESS FOR FOOTBALL 
(ist Tuesday) 

Health/Sports Medicine supplement. 
FOOTBALL ROCKS THE NET 
(8rd Tuesday) 
Computer/Internet supplement. 
SOCCER SHOP 
Cast Tuesday) 

Football Retailers/Wholesalers 

supplement. | 
ASK FOR OUR SPECIAL RATES SHEET 
Tel: (02) 4285 7480 
Fax (02) 4285 7481 
E-mail: insidesoccer@hotmail.com 


SOLD OUT 


If you are having trouble get- 
ting a copy of Inside Soccer in 
your local newsagent it may 
well be that he is selling out. 
As we struggle to keep up with 
the growing demand either ask 
your newsagent to reserve you a 
copy or ask him to increase his 
order. 

Our distributor is 
WRAPAWAY 
Tel: (02) 9550 1622 
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SOCCER PRODUCTS 


Official Bail Licencee of 
Soccer NSW 
Official Ball supplier to the 
Australian Women’s 
Soccer Association 
FIFA Approved FIFA Inspected 
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The Australian Owned Sports 
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Summer dreams, 
I don’t own the 
sharks says Con 


By Sam Lienert 


ADELAIDE Sharks di- 
rector Con Makris has 
said investors would be 
foolish to try to start a 
third national soccer 
league team in Adelaide. 

Soccer Australia (SA) 
chairman Basil Scarsella 
said informal talks had 
been held with an 
Adelaide consortium 
looking to create a new 
team next season, ta be 
known as Adelaide 
United. 

But Makris said he did 
not believe any business 
people would be stupid 
enough to put up the 
$6 million required by 
SA to start a new club 
and he had been foolish 
to invest in the Sharks, 

The Sharks are likely to 
fold at the end of the sea- 
son with a debt of about 
$600,000, average home 
crowds of just 2,677, and 
players who have not 
been paid for the past six 
weeks. 

"I'm putting money in 
because I'm a fool, every- 
body tells me I'm a fool 
and I know it, if 
you find somebody else 


you send me a tele- 
gramme," Makris said. 
He said he had pumped 
$600,000 into the club 
since the start of the sea- 
son but it had been 
prompted by concern for 
the traditions of the club, 
not as a business move. 
"If it was for business I 
would say goodbye right 
now, Business, what 
business? We are doing it 
because the club has 


unless the government is 
involved." 

Makris said Hindmarsh 
Stadium, the home 
ground of the two Ade- 
laide NSL clubs, the 
Sharks and Adelaide 
City, was a white ele- 
phant and the state gov- 
ernment had wasted 
money by investing 
in the current upgrade of 
the ground as it would be 
impossible to fill. 


“Tt is a dream, it is a 
summer dream." 

‘And Makris said it was 
not his responsibility to 
pay money owed to 
Sharks players. 

He said he was not the 
Sharks' owner, but simply 
had majority voting 
rights on the club board. 

"It is not up to me; [ 
never have been the 
owner of the Sharks,” he 
said, 


"I won't be doing this for ever because I 
am not an idiot or a sucker, they will have 
to find the money from other people. I 
have done my part, I gave them $600,000.” 


been there for 60 or 70 - 
years," Makris said. 

(The club was formed as 
West Adelaide Hellas in 
196 — Ed). 

"The Greek and Italian 
communities started it 
when they came here 60 
years ago, we are 
raising money because it 
is a cultural thing. 

"Nobody will make 
money out of soccer in 
Australia, these people 
are fooling themselves 


"Hindmarsh Stadium is 
the biggest white ele- 
phant in Australia," he 


” said. 


"It doesn't have car 
parks, even a shopping 
centre provides car parks. 

"Adelaide is a (AFL) 
football town, even my 
children follow the Ade- 
Taide Crows. 

“The first thing the 
government has to do is 
to fill that white elephant 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 


“T have 51 per cent of 
voting rights, I put 
$600,000 into the club 
but there are no shares," 
Makris said. 

"I won't be doing this 
for ever because I am not 
an idiot or a sucker, they 
will have to find the 
money from other people. 

“T have done my part, I 
gave them $600,000." 

Scarsella said talks with 
the Adelaide consortium 
were only at an informal 


Blatter on 
collision 
course 


WORLD football su- 
premo Joseph Blatter has 
said he was surprised 
about the harsh criticism 
of his reform plans espe- 
cially from Germany and 
insisted that nothing was 
decided yet. 

"In Germany I am the 
villain. I am the problem, 
not my plan or my calen- 
dar," Blatter told 


Rugby tops 


the Swiss mass circula~ 
tion paper Blick. 

Blatter had created a 
storm when he first in 
January revealed plans to 
hold World Cup 
tournaments every two 
years instead of every 
four and again at a FIFA 
executive board 
meeting when he called 
for a worldwide season 


Stadium Australia 


By Neil Harvey 


THE Australian Rugby Union has laid claim to a sin- 
gle day ticket sales record for Stadium Australia after 
it released tickets for the August 28 Bledisloe Cup 


Test. 

It said 14,500 tickets for the All Blacks v Wallabies 
match were snapped up by the general public in one 
business. day. 

ARU spokesman Strath Gordon said Stadium Aus- 
tralia had confirmed. that bettered single day 
sales totals achieved for the Bee Gees, the National 
Rugby League double-headen and the new Olympic 
stadium's opening ceremony combined with a World 
XI v Socceroos match. 


from February until No- 
vember and a reduction 
of domestic leagues to 16 
teams. 


"We will 
this,” he said. 

“I not only hear con- 
cern from Europe, but 
also from South America. 

“Looking at the calen- 
dar, a 16-team league is 
the ideal solution. 

“But that does not 
mean it will become real- 
ity," he said. 

"The dialogue is open 
for players, clubs and 
federations," Blatter in- 
sisted, and added he 
was not all to concerned 
about the attacks from 
Germany: 

"As FIFA boss one has 
to stand above this." 

Blatter's proposals - a 
standardised calendar by 
2005, from 2009 on 
World Cup tournaments 
every two years and from 
next year on also a club 
world championship - 
have been met critically 
by the European body 
UEFA and even more by 


look into 


some German officials. 

Borussia Dortmund 
boss Gerd Niebaum 
fumed at the weekend: "If 
the FIFA makes new de- 
cisions every four weeks 
we have to ask ourselves: 
Do we really still need 
FIFA? 

“For us UEFA is more 
important than FIFA." 

Leverkusen manager 
Rainer Calmund was 
quoted by Kicker sports 
magazine Monday as 
saying latter's plans 
were "highly un-serious." 

But the dust had settled 
by Tuesday when Cal- 
mund came up with his 
own ideas in Germany's 
Express daily. 

They are based on Blat- 
ter’s plans and set up for 
the domestic federation 
as well as UEFA and 
FIFA. 

"One can have all 
events if one plans it 
well," said Calmund, 
whose season runs from 
late February through 
November, with Decem- 
ber completely off, Janu- 


stage and still a long way 
from any firm proposal. 

He said Sharks players 
would be taken over by 
SA if the club folded and 
would be able to be 
traded to any club with 
transfer fees going to- 
wards the missed pay- 
ments. 

And should the new 
consortium be successful 
they will seek to replace 
the embattled Sharks. 

For the last few weeks 
club supporters have 
been feeding the players 
while up to six have for- 
mally asked for their con- 
tracts to be declared null 
and void. 

The group is believed 
to be headed by South 
Australian financial con- 
sultant Peter Emery. 

“Informal talks have 
taken place," Scarsella 
admitted. 

“Soccer Australia have 
been presented with a 
letter which is more of an 
expression of an interest. 

“We now need to see a 
formal bid, including 
business and marketing 
plans." 

The proposal must be 
lodged by June. 


ary and February for sea- 
son preparation and sev- 
eral weeks reserved in 
summer for major cham- 
pionships. 

Calmund said that only 
very few players would in 
fact play 81 matches per 
year (domestic, continen- 
tal cup and national 
team), so that they would 
not be worn out. 

"The key is that 80 per 
cent of the players have 
no more than 45 games 
because they are no 
national team players and 
also do not play on an 
international (club) 
level," Caimund said. 

But Blatter seems hell- 
bent on a collision course 
with the might of Europe. 

Whether or not his 
plans are free of ulterior 
motive he is directly 
challenging the power of 
UEFA, an organisation 
which is heavily con- 
trotled by clubs rather 
than national teams. 

It may yet be the single 
factor which sees the 
FIFA boss toppled. 


AUSTRALIA'S BEST SELLING SOCCER PUBLICATION 


Defending Scottish soc- 
cer champion Celtic has 
called for a police inves- 
tigation into Australian 
Mark Viduka's Stg3 mil- 
lion ($A7.73_ million) 
transfer from Croatia 
Zagreb in December. 

Viduka fled Glasgow 
and returned to his family 
home in Melbourme cit- 
ing emotional stress 
and a need for a break 
from the game, just days 
after his transfer from the 
Croatian club was 
completed. 

However, the 23-year- 
old striker returned to 
Celtic last month, ending 
speculation about his 
playing future, and has 
scored four goals in his 
first two games for the 
Parkhead club. 

Scottish newspaper The 
Daily Record reported 


Police called in to 
investigate Viduka 
transfer 


No 
Mexican 
hat dance 


MEXICO’S fast minute 
bid to host the 2006 
World Cup was 
firmly rejected by FIFA. 

Mexico had been hop- 
ing to become the ninth 
country to bid for the 
right to stage world's 
biggest football festival 
but its application arrived 
at FIFA headquarters 20 
days late. 

"The executive commit- 
tee decided that as the 
request was too late it 
had no option but to 
reject it. The Mexican 
documents were a month 
too late," said FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter. 

The Mexican Football 
Federation blamed prob- 
lems with airmail deliver- 


ies. for the delay, 
according to a top FIFA 
source 

| Mexico “has already 


twice staged the World 
Cup - in 1970 and in 
1986. when it stepped in 
after the original host 
nation Colombia could 
| mot fulfil its require- 
ments. 

Eight countries are bat- 
tling for the right to stage 
the 2006 tournament. 


Germany -and 
England’ are the two 
European candidates, 


while Brazil is the South 


today that Viduka had McCann has refused to The Daily Record the deal, the circumstances have letter said. | American bidder. 

wamed Celtic chairman pay Viduka's transfer fee quoted a letter from "My club is disturbed at been reported for investi- Celtic has paid Zagreb | Five African nations - 

Fergus McCann that part despite demands from the Celtic director Fergus the events surrounding gation to ... ascertaining £900,000 and the dis- | Nigeria, Ghana, Egypt, 

of the transfer proceeds Croatian club and Sweeney to FIFA, detail- Viduka's transfer. and the whether there are any puted balance will be | Morocco and South Af- 

would go directly to European soccer's gov- ing that he had called for depths of its concern can fraudulent elements in subject to a later FIFA | rica - have also thrown 
| Zagreb officials. erning body UEFA. a police investigation into be gauged by the fact that those circumstances," the ruling. their hats in. 


Perth to host 
international 
Olympic soccer. 


GREECE has chosen Perth as 
its Olympic team training base 
leading into the 2000 Sydney 
Games, the West Australian 
Government has announced. 

Negotiations are also under- 
way for teams from Italy, 
Yugoslavia, Spain and Korea 
to train in Perth and take part 
in a festival of sport in Perth 
planned as a lead-up event to 
the Olympics. 

About 180 members of the 
Greek team would spend 10 
days in Perth in August, 2000, 
said WA's Sport Minister Nor- 
man Moore, .who recently 
signed an memorandum of 
understanding with the Greek 


Olympic Committee in Ath- 
ens. 

The Greeks will compete in 
the festival which includes 
team sports such as water 


polo, volleyball, basketball 
and soccer. 
"Greece. for example, is 


strong in team sports like soc- 
cer, water polo and basket- 
ball," Moore said. 

“There are few better water 
polo teams in the world than 
Yugoslavia. 

"The festival of sport will 
enable our coaches and ad- 
ministratrors to look at over- 
seas training methods and 
coaching techniques." 


Subject to international 
teams qualifying for Olympic 
teams finals, the festival 
would include NSL club Perth 
Glory playing the Greek soc- 
cer team. with negotiations 
continuing to secure the 
French and Italian teams, 

WA Premier Richard Court 
said Perth had a lot to offer 
teams bound for the Olympics. 

"The facilities in New South 
Wales are stretched to the 
limit." he said. 

"Here they will have access 
to international sporting facili- 
ties. they will be able to be 
competing and training with 
many other athletes", 
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IT WOULD seem that soccer is in a 
crisis; our playing standard (at NSL 
level) is at a low, our best youngsters 
are being pillaged by bargain-hungry 
European clubs, and at a district level 
all sorts of problems exist. 

Once upon a time it used to be big 
news when an Australian player was 
signed by an overseas club, now it is 
almost an anti-climax. 

I can still remember the excitement, 
and it was only a few seasons ago, 
when Mark Bosnich's Aston Villa 
played against Jason Kearton’s Black- 
burn Rovers. 

It was the first time that two Austra- 
lians had played in opposite sides in 
an English Premier League match. 

Nowadays it would scarcely rate a 
mention. 

Maybe it is time that a lot of people 
in this game realised that we are doing 
something right. 

We must be because we keep on 
producing a seemingly never-ending 
stream of Australian talent. 

T can recall 1971 when my own 
brother George was on a short term 
contract at Hibernian in Scotland try- 
ing to get a first team place. 

The-then coach, Eddie Tumbull, 
told him after a while that he had to 
change his style so much and there 
were fifty kids in the queue behind 
him who were only 16. 

He was, then, an old man at 21 and 
had already been involved in two 
Grand Finals with St George, 

How time has changed. 

But maybe one of the few things that 
I regret about Australian soccer’s pro- 
gress is that great clubs like St George 
and Hakoah have passed on at the top 
level. 

Who would have thought that would 
have ever happened. 


RECALLING St George and the great 
days of the late 60s early 70s when 
they had the best team in Australia, a 
certain Sydney journalist, John Econo- 
mos, was then the reserve team man- 
ager. 

John reminded me in the press box 
at Marconi recently that the only thing 
he has ever agreed with me about is 
my comments regarding the great Jim 
Baxter, one of the most skilful mid- 
fielders to ever pull on a pair of boots. 

John has been around such a lot time 
that HIS opinions are well worth lis- 
tening to and we also spoke (other 
than the elation of him finally agree- 
ing with me over something) about the 
recent Hall of Fame inductions. 

I know that there will be a lot, of 
people who quibble about who was 
left out, not necessarily who was put 
m 

T asked how on earth Adrian Al- 
ston’s name had been overlooked. 


= -¥ Bruce Campbell 


IT’S ONLY AN OPINION 


This isn’t the time or place to set up 
a tribute for one of the best strikers 
this country has ever seen but I won- 
der on what ground he did miss out. 

John reminded me of another de- 
serving footballer who had also been 
ignored; John Watkiss. 

‘Gentleman’ John played in more 
senior Grand Finals than any other 
Australian player and if memory 
serves me correctly never received a 
yellow card in’a very distinguished 
career, 

Certainly if either I or John had 
been consulted those two names 
would have been proposed. 

And there are certainly others. 

Again, the Hall of Fame is a mar- 
vellous innovation and everyone who 
was responsible for it finally happen- 
ing deserves recognition. 

But maybe the net for collecting 
nominations could have been spread 
a bit wider. 

Whoever was responsible for 
speaking to the media failed totally. 

Maybe that can be corrected the 
next time. 

Maybe that SHOULD be corrected 
the next time. 


THANKS again to the many people 
who call me at Inside Soccer. 

I like to think that I listen wherever 
I can and then digest those thoughts 
and suggestions. 

I can’t promise that I will agree 
with you — but then I don’t ask that 
you agree with me. 

Recently I actually agreed with two 
out of three points a caller made, 

The one that missed the mark con- 
cerned a wrong junior score which 
was actually supplied to us electroni- 


cally — no chance of a mistake on our 
part. 

Another comment concerning our 
masthead touched a point which has 
bugged me fora while, hence the 
change this issue which was done 
after consulting with out sharehold- 
ers. 
The third one concerns the current 
problem which affects kids wanting 
to dual register with competitions 
now run separately by the NSW 
Amateurs and the NSW Federations. 

Both bodies do a great job for the 
game, both strive continually to im- 
prove their service. But in the battle 
which has seen Soccer NSW collapse 
as a casualty there is only one real 
loser — the kids. 

I know of parents who have forked 
out hundreds of dollars in registration 
fees only to find that their kids have 
to choose between local and regional 
soccer. Very few understand what has 
gone on, very few care about the poli- 
tics. It would be nice if it could be 
resolved quickly. 


Gone Are The Days 
THE ‘good old’ days of 
soccer have gone. 

So have the spectators. 

In the ‘good old’ days, 
when there was a great 
influx.of migrants the 
soccer games were not 
just a competition be- 
tween various nationali- 
ties, but more like a so- 


* cial gathering where one 


met all their friends and 
associates and would 
communicate in their 
mother tongue. 

This type of communi- 
cation is slowly disap- 
pearing as new genera- 
tions are bor here in 
Australia and are mixing 
with kids of other na- 
tionalities at school etc. 

As they, and their chil- 
dren, are our future we 
must cater to their needs. 

It was the migrants 
who brought soccer to 
the level it is in Austra- 
lia. 

This level is quite 
good, but we must now 
lift it to a higher level. 

I feel to achieve this 
we must put all our eth- 
nic biases aside and 
move toward unity. 

To be able to stand 
strong in numbers (at 
present a few thousand 
supporters at each club 
game is only peanuts), 
unity and reconciliation 
should be encouraged by 
Soccer Australia. 

Northem Spirit wish to 
call themselves an Aus- 
tralian club but we all 
know the players, the 
spectators and the own- 
ers are mainly ethnic. 

The important’ thing is 
that they have a healthy 
crowd of all nationalities 
and they play profession- 
ally- 

For the reminder of us 
so-called ethnics to 
achieve a similar result, 
we should form consorti- 
ums of ethnic and non- 
ethnic NSL clubs. 

For example, one in 
west Sydney to play at 
Parramatta and one in 
the south to play at Livr 
erpool. 

Present clubs (UTS 
Olympic, Marconi and 
Sydney United) should 
be compelled to play in 
Super League where the 
maximum age for a 
player should be 25 
years. 

This would ensure a 


substantial programme. 


for youngsters and strong 
competition at youth 
level. 


YOU CAN air your view on any subject relating to soccer by replying to 


Inside Soccer at 
Fax; (02) 4285 7484 


Emait; 
You must include a day time telephone number for verification purposes, if 
necessary, and letters should be kept under 400 words. 

All correspondence must include your name and address — although we will 
print letters under nom-de-plumes. 
Letters on any football related subject are welcome but should reach us by 
Friday morning prior to print to reach the next deadline. 


Players over 25 years of 
age should try for Na- 
tional League, go over- 
seas or to a lower level 
competition. 

National League play- 
ers should all be on an 
equal basic wage, irre- 
spective of which club 
they play for, but to be 
given a chance to eam 


‘extra bonus money by 


playing well at every 
game. 
Players will play for the 
club of their choice and 
not just the money of- 
fered_ 

Let the National 
League clubs have just 
academy youth teams 
which would also partici- 
pate on a professional 
basis. 

If any strong Super 
League clubs wish to 
participate in academy 
youth league competi- 
tion, that would be a bo- 
nus, 

T would like to see peo- 
ple who also wish for 
modification of the cur- 
tent system. to write to 
Inside Soccer with their 
own ideas to prevent the 
death inthis country of a 
truly great game. 

‘Ivan’ 
Valley Heights NSW 
(This letter was edited for 
the sake of brevity. Some 
great points, some con- 
tentious — but all opin- 
ion, and to be encour- 
aged. 

I wouldn’t mind seeing 
the NYL played at Under 
21 level with a second 
tier Under 18 competi- 
tion introduced — and all 
players to be placed ona 
minimum wage. — 

Just a thought .. — Ed). 

Alan Hunter 

I TOO. think Alan 
(Hunter) is a bit top 
heavy with his “world 
class" comments ; in fact 
I think every match has 
about one or two dozen 
“world class” feats in it. 

So what! . 

Who cares ? 


insidesoccer@hotmail.com 


I even manage to have 
a good old laugh about it 
every Sunday evening. 

But sometimes the feat 
really is world class (in 
my opinion), a Catlin 
save, a Slater-Marusic 
one-two, a Lozanovski 
cross, a Boutsianis free 
kick or more recently a 
Haythornthwaite goal. 

Actually after that goal 
Alan said that Tom's goal 
"would not be out of 
place in any World Cup 
match". 
~ Very true. 

Tn your 9th March issue 
a B Agnello letter com- 
mented on Alan's 
“amateurish level of 
voice control". 

He's a player tumed 
commentator not a 
bloody NIDA graduate! 

I'm just happy that the 
ABC are at least showing 
something of the NSL 
even if it's not perfect. 

Al might even end up 
being our very own Mar- 
tin Tyler. 

A. Rogers 
Harbord NSW 
(Nice to see someone 


happy. 

I think that B Agnello’s 
comment may be centred 
on the fact that Alan is 
paid for doing what he is 
doing — a professional. — 


Ed). 


And More on Auntie .., 
WHY have you stopped 
advertising the ABC 
match of the round — is it 
because it is no longer 
live? 

D Smith 

Canberra ACT 

(No, a far more simple 

explanation - they 
stopped paying. ~ Ed). 


And More .., 
ALAN Hunter is a good 
commentator. 

Maybe he gets a bit 
excited (in his ABC cov- 
erage) but it is good to 
have someone of his 
knowledge behind the 
mike. 

R Peters 


Modbury SA 
(A fair point in the de- 
bate -— I, personally 
speaking, am all for for- 
mer players coming into 
the world of journalism, 
electronic or print, — Ed) 


And .., ..... More 
WHY can’t the ABC 
cover a live game — what 
is going on? 

E Stanton 
Bossley Park NSW 
(Hmm ..... pass. 

Maybe it is because the 
clubs have had enough of 
their crowds being deci- 
mated, maybe it is be- 
cause the ABC only ne- 
gotiated two games per 
club per season, maybe it 
is time they actually put 
out an official state- 
ment — or even just a 
simple press release. — 
Ed). 


49ers 
TT IS with bemusement I 
tead the article “Makris 
On Way Out” in the 16 
March issue. 

It has been four weeks 
since my return from 
Adelaide and nothing has 
changed in regards to the 
Adelaide Sharks saga. 


As I said at that time 
this fiasco must reflect 
badly on the way clubs 
are managed. 

The cash-starved 49ers 
hands are tied and Soccer 
Australia must step into 
give their support in re- 
moving Makris. 

Each week one hears of 
board meetings to resolve 
non-payments’ dispute 
and in-fighting between 
the two major sharehold- 
ers. 

Nothing gets resolved 
as the Sler sees fit not to 
tum up. 

Again I ask, what is the 
Australian Soccer Players 
Association doing if 
players’ contracts can not 
be cancelled due to non- 
payments? 

This is not an isolated 
case, it has been going on 

continued on page 6 
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AUSTRALIA'S BEST SELLING SOCCER PUBLICATION 


VICTORIA 

Country 

Castlemaine 

Castlemaine Sportscene: (03 5472 4799) 
Bendigo 

Bicknells Sports (03 5443 4299) 
Geelong 

De Grandi Cycle & Sports (03 5221 5099) 
Cobram 

Cobram Sportspower (03 5872 2844) 
Ballarat 

Premier Direct Sports (0412 854 223) 
Wodonga 

Tony Conway Sports (02 6024 1166) 
Albury 

Nolna Bros (03 6021 3433) 
Echuca 

The Sports Edge (03 5482 5717) 
Moe 

Tony Sportz (03 5126 1266) 

Swan Hill 

A&N Sports (03 5032 3042) 
METROPOLITAN 


G Knight Sportsgoods (03 9557 7868) 
637 Centre Rd, Bentleigh East 


Pascoe Vale Sportscene (03 9354 2791) 
403A Bell Street, Pascoe Vale South 


Premier Direct Sunshine (0412 854 223) 


Sportsmart 
Moorabbin (03 9553 3011) 
Noble Park (03 9548 5188) 
Northcote (03 9482 1833) 


INSTANT REWARDS: 


REWARD your club with free soccer balls. 


Buy REAL soccer products from our retailers. 


Newcastle 


Cessnock Sportscene — Ph: 02 4990 4091 
land Sports Ph: 02 4934 2094 


Ray Baartz Sports Ph: 02 4969 5533 
Mr. Sports Ph: 02 4934 8379 


-Rebel Sports Charlestown Ph: 02 4942 5066 


North Shore 

St Ives Sportscene Ph: 02 9449 4840 
Lindfield Sports Ph: 02 9416 8077 
Epping Sportscene Ph: 02 9896 5024 
Rebel Chatswood Ph: 02 9419 2333 


South West 


Allround Cricket Sports Ph: 02 9609 5000 


Fairfield Sportscene Ph: 02 9726 9777 
Four R Sports Ph: 02 9727 9022 


Kingsgrove Campbelltown Ph: 02 4628 9288 


Liverpoo! Sportscene Ph: 02 9601 7316 
Rebel Bankstown Ph: 02 9707 3344 


ACT 


West 


Captain Sports Young Ph 02 6382 1650 


Forbes Sportscene Ph: 02 6851 2277 
Parkes Sportscene Ph: 02 6862 2045 
Dubbo Sportscene Ph: 02 6882 5958 
Mudgee Sportscene Ph: 02 6372 1495 


Mudgee Sportspower Ph: 02 6372 1929 


Southern Highlands 


Gillmans Sportspower Goulburn 02 4821 3572 
Gillmans Sportspower Bowral 02 4861 2553 


Hart McGuinness Bowral 02 4861 2166 


South Coast 

Nowra Sportspower Ph: 02 4423 4495 
Nowra Sportscene Ph: 02 4421 3747 
Batemans Bay Sportscene 02 4472 5053 
GL & KL Sports Ph: 02 6495 1701 


Central Coast 


Sportsman's Warehouse Fyshwick 0262804800 Waratah Sports Supplies 02 4323 9733 


Sportsman's Warehouse Belconnen 02 6251 1485 
Sportsman's Warehouse Tuggeranong 02 6253 4755 


Rebei Belconnen Ph: 02 6253 4755 
WESTERN SUBURBS 


Allround Cricket & Sports Ph: 02 4733 3555 


Rebel Penrith Ph: 02 4721 5521 
Hometown Sports Ph: 02 9832 2855 
Kingsgrove Westside Ph: 02 9890 2311 


FREE 1999 CATALOGUE 


Penrith Sportscene Ph: 02 4721 5909 
Rebel Blacktown Ph: 02 9831 3966 
Peter Wynns Ph: 02 9891 2655 


Sydney Metro 

Pacific Sports Ph: 02 9398 4514 Mait- 
Mike Pawleys Ph: 02 9981 2633 
Kingsgrove Sports Ph: 02 9502 4533 
Goodbuddy Sports Ph: 02 9525 1895 
Soccer City: Ph: 02 9567 5189 


Wollongong 

The Sports Shop Ph: 02 4229 1584 
Sportsmans Warehouse Warrawong 
Corrimal Sportscene Ph: 02 4285 9037 


Riverina 
Evans Sports Ph: 02 6962 3082 
Brian Lawrence Sports 02 6921 4583 


North West 
Strudwicks Sportsworld 
Tamworth Ph: 02 4323 9733 


Windsor Sportscene Ph: 02 4577 3022 
Rebel Parramatta: Ph: 02 9891 1611 
Team Sports Ph: 02 9680 2450 


HEAD OFFICE: (02) 9557 5522 TOLL FREE: 1800 803 151 


Buy REAL soccer products from our retailers. 


Brisbane Metropolitan 

Strudwicks Sportsworid 
Ipswich Ph: 07 3812 3533 
Beenleigh Ph: 07 3807 4256 
Browns Plains Ph: 07 32736309 
Sunnybank Hills Ph: 07 3273 6309 

Sportscrazy Ph: 07 3371 5022 


Queensland Regional 
Ayr ‘ 
Sportspower Ph: 07 4783 1214 


Biloela 
Wiltons Sportsscene Ph: 07 4992 1142 


Bundaberg 
Soccer Shack Ph: 07 4151 6596 


Caims 


Far North Sportspower Ph: 07 4031 6106 


Charters Towers 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4787-3254 . 


Dalby 
Hedges Sports Store Ph: 07 4662 3078 


Townsville 


Sportscene Ph: 07 4772 3666 


FREE 1999 CATALOGUE 


Sportspower 
Canndale Ph: 07 3843 0244 
Indooroopilly Ph: 07 3378 8688 
Garden City Ph: 07 3219 4944 
Capalaba Ph: 07 3823 2266 
World of Sport Ph: 07 3899 3777 


Gladstone 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4972 5071 


Gold Coast 
Racquet & Balls Sports Ph: 07 5531 6511 


Sportspower Pacific Fair Ph: 07 5531 6244 
Sportspower Tweed City Ph: 07 5524 6211 


Sportspower Elanora Ph: 07 5598 2778 
Sportspower Australia Fair Ph: 07 5531 2966 
S.C. Sports Ph: 07 5529 4499 


Innisfail 
Sports Stop Ph: 07 4061 6733 


Mackay 
Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph: 07 4957 8388 


Toowoomba 


INSTANT REWARDS 


REWARD your club with free soccer balls. 


REAL 
In Queensland 


Macsports Ph: 07 3254 5562 
Soccer Stuff Ph: 07 3823 1769 
Hart Sports Ph: 07 3352 6000 
Soccerworld Ph: 07 3357 5777 


Mareeba 
Claude Cater & Co. Ph: 07 4092 1319 


Maryborough 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4122 4133 
Maryborough Team Sports Ph: 07 4121 6422 


Mtlsa 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4749 5157 


Rockhampton 
Neville Coombs Sports Warehouse 
Ph: 07 4749 5157 


Sunshine Coast 
Soccer 2 U Ph: 07 5444 0130 


Sportspower Ph: 07 5443 7299 


Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph: 07 4636 0111 


HEAD OFFICE: (02) 9557 5522 TOLL FREE: 1800 803 151 
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since Makris took control 
of the Sharks. 

At least while Manfred 
Schaefer was at the helm 
of the team, the players 
had an ally to fight their 
cause. 

As far as I’m concerned 
Derek Poimer had a case 
to return to Sydney on 
my spare flight ticket to 
negotiate with other clubs 
but now he may miss out 
on the transfer deadline. 

To Soccer Australia 
and the Players Associa- 
tion I say congratulations 
on failing to look after 
the interest of our game 
and your incompetence 
causing hardship to play- 
ers and families. 

Well done. 

Ted Lange 
Kellyville, NSW 


Diplomatic Pussies 
FULL marks should go to 
Les Murray for his per- 
sistence during the inter- 
view with the current 
sports minister Mr 
Aqualina in relation to 
the disgraceful Leeds/ 
Westfields scenario. 

Tt seemed for a while 
that Mr Aqualina was 
missing the point as to 
what Les was trying to 
allude to, namely that 
Westfields High School 
had some sort of arrange- 
ment, be it formal or in- 
formal, with Leeds F.C. 

Leeds have an active 
policy of recruiting Aus- 
tralian juniors and en- 
couraging them to pledge 


Each Child receives: 


APPLICATION FORM 


Club Marconi, 
Marconi Plaza, 
Bossley Park, 
NSW 2176. 


CHILD'S 
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their allegiance to UK 
teams, effectively stop- 
ping them from playing 
for and representing Aus- 
tralia — the country that 
has spent valuable time 
and resources in develop- 
ing them in the first 
place. 

Les Murray’s aggres- 
sive journalism has been 
the catalyst for the in- 
quiry that the Sports 
Minister has {launched 
into the goings on at 
Westfields, something 
that the docile Soccer 
Australia has been unable 
to achieve with its diplo- 
matic pussy-footing, 

Great work , Les, 

I encourage all Austra- 
lian soccer fans to pursue 
a campaign of anti-Leeds 
activity. 

Leeds United Football 
Club should be made to 
know how Australian 
soccer fans feel about the 
matter by hitting them 
where it hurts. 

I wonder how Packard 
Bell would react to some 
big, negative publicity at 
the FIFA World XI v 
Australia game? 

A few big banners im- 
plicating them in front of 
an international audience 
should do the trick. 

After all, they do spon- 
sor this arrogant club, 
and we can only assume 
that this same arrogant 
ethos is something Pack- 
ard Bell embody in their 
own corporate dealings. 

Sandro Colantoni 


Wollongong NSW 
(I couldn't agree with 
you more. 

Mention should also be 
made of Les Scheinflug’s 
stance in all of this. 

He has put his neck on 
the line to support Aus- 
tralia. 

But Les Murray is a 


You probably know it 
off by heart, as it was 
Tepeated ad nauseam. 

With the World Cup 
now only a memory, I 
thought I had heard the 
last of how Vieri played 
with Marconi and be- 
came a champion for 
Italy. 


Les Murray: investigative reporting 


Jirst class journalist and Alas, with Vieri's likely 


has, once again, risen to 
the forefront. — Ed). 
Christian Vieri 

THE one thing that made 
my stomach tum during 
SBS World Cup coverage 
was the inane waffling 
about Australia's link 
with the World Cup via 
Christian Vieri. 

Tf I heard it once, I 
heard it a hundred times. 

Enough is enough al- 
ready. ‘ 


CLINIC" 


WHERE: Marconi Stadium, Bossley Park 
WHEN: Tuesday 13th April to Thursday 15th April, 1999 
TIME: 9am through to 12 Noon 

AGES: Boys and Girls from 5 years old 
WHAT TO BRING: Your Boots, Shinpads, Socks and Shorts 
COST: $100.00 per Child — Group Discounts for 5 or more. 


Nine (9) Hours of expert tuition 
One authentic ‘Camp Stallions’ T’Shirt 


One ‘ 


ort’ Soccer Ball 


1998/99 Marconi Squad Poster 


Family pass to the re 


coni Stadium (excl. Semi Finals) 
Autographed Photo with the Marconi Team 
3 ‘Soccer International’ Magazines 
Free Snacks and refreshments 
Daily End of Clinic Report Card 


COACHES INCLUDE: Marconi Head Coach: Frank Farina, 
Vlado Zoric, Zeljko Babic, Dominic Longo, 


Please complete and send with payment to: 
MARCONI “Camp Stallions” COACHING CLINIC 


Closing Date is Friday 9th April, 1999. 


AMES 2 ee de WP ew. 
(Work) T SHIRT SIZE SKILL LEVEL 
of Club Marconi to act for me, according to their 
ability for injury or illness incurred at the coaching clinic. 
PARENT/GUARDIAN (Signature) 


AGE ADDRESS 
_——— POSITION 


best judgement, in any emerg: 


Date: 


maining Marconi Stallions’ 


inclusion in the World 
X1 in June, I fear the 
genie of Vieri's child- 
hood will once again be 
let loose from the lamp, 

Will Vieri's childhood 
in Australia become a 
movie series, perhaps 
rivalling the Star Wars 
trilogy? 

Of course he already 
has a cast and crew ready 
to hit the Hollywood 
trail. 


WANT TO BE COACHED BY THE STARS AT MARCONI?’ . 
YOU CAN THESE EASTER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AT MARCONI STA- pera 
DIUM BY ATTENDING "CAMP STALLIONS SOCCER COACHIN 


Captain Brad Maloney, Kris Trajanovski, 
Brendan Renaud PLUS a host of other Marconi stars 


home games at Mar 


Christian of today 
would be played by him- 
self, as a boy, by Bart 
Simpson; his father, by 
Tony Labbozzetta; Direc- 
tor Johnny Warren; Pro- 
ducer Kyle Patterson; 
Best Boy Andy Harper 
and catering performed 
by Les Murray. 

For God's 
up. 

Who the hell gives a 
damn. 


sake-wake 


I couldn't give a brass 
razoo whether  Vieri 
learnt his-football in Syd- 
ney, Melbourne, Kabul, 
Timbuktu or Ulan Bator. 

Who cares? 

Christian Vieri is a fine 
player and is probably a 
terrific person, but his 
televance to Australian 
football is zero. _ 

Was he on hand to 
knock in any goals for us 
against Iran? 

God knows we could 
have done with him. 

So, please, the self-ap- 
pointed television gurus 
of‘ Australia, for God's 
sake give us a break, 
Keith Easton 
Merrylands NSW 
(Just when I thought eve- 
rybody was nearly happy 
... | don't think you can 
call Les, Johnny, Kyle or 
Andy ‘self-appointed’ ~< 
not unless you know 
something I don’t. 

I think you call it 
‘background’ reporting, 
giving information to a 
public which probably 
only tunes into soccer 
every four years, 

Still, it has been a very 
lively and interesting 
Your Write this week — 
keep them coming. ~ Ed). 


=—PCODE 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS (ff Any) 
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Inside Soccer 
cadet Luke Bear 
talks to Adelaide 


City star, 


CARL VEART 


WHEN you were growing 
up in Adelaide did you 
ever imagine that you 
would become a profes- 
sional soccer player? 
“No, not really. 

“Of course, I dreamt 
about playing _profes- 
sional soccer but at that 
age you never really 
think that you can.” 


Who do you see as the 
main threat in this sea- 
son’s Top Six? 

“I'd say South Mel- 
bourne would be the fa- 
vourites and a few of the 
other clubs are close to- 
gether.” 


Which of all the goals 
you have scored is the 
most memorable? 

“I suppose the one that I 
scored against Arsenal to 
knock them out of the FA 
Cup.” 


What is the difference 
between the game in 
England and Australia? 
“T think the pace in Eng- 
land is a lot quicker and 
it is- also the same 
throughout the whole of 
the game.” 


Since you have. come 
back to Australia have 
you been surprised at the 


crowds at North Sydney 
and Perth Ovals? 

“I think when the clubs 
get research and spend a 
bit of money then they 
will get good crowds.” 


Do you think that the loss 
to Wollongong Wolves in 
last season’s finals will 


make Adelaide City 
stronger this time around 
if you make it? 


“Well, I can’t really say 
much about that because 
1 wasn’t with the Zebras 
last season. 

“But we have a good 
mixture of youth and 
experience at the club.” 


How do you rate the Ze- 
bra’s chances of winning 
the Ericsson Cup? 

“I think at finals time it 
all depends on who is 
playing the best at that 
time. 

“I mean South Mel- 
bourne could have played 
well all season and then 
lose a few games during 
the finals.” 


And finally, do you hope 
to be selected for Austra- 
lia’s next World Cup 
campaign? 

“I think that I will be a 
bit too old for that one!” 


CAMP STALLIONS SOCCER 
COACHING CLINI! 


| PERRET ERAN 


jency requiring medical attention. I further release Club 


TELEPHONE NUMBERS (Home) = 
T authorise the coaches and staff 
Marconi and staff from any and all li- 


ALL FURTHER ENQUIRIES Telephone: 9823 2222 OR...E-Mail: football@marconife.com 


NEWS VIEWS TRIVIA FACTS 


UNDER 20s B TEAM 
AUSTRALIA’S build-up to next 
month’s World Youth Champion- 
ships is continuing on a positive note 
with the influence of an in-built B 
team. 

In the 2-0 victory over Dutch First 
Division club FC Twente last week 
the Under 20s line-up included goal- 
keeper Breaden, defenders Bosnar 
and Byrnes and dynathic midfielder 
Bresciano. 

One hopes our boys click as well as 
the in-form Sydney United B team. 

Certainly coach Scheinflug was 
pleased with the performance in a 
team that is developing a better un- 
derstanding between each other. 

Belting out press releases isa busy 
Bozabalian (Rozzanna that is) from 
Soccer Australia during their hectic 
period which includes the WYC and 
the Top 6 race for the NSL crown. 


CHECKING OUT 

THE OPPOSITION 

Remember Australia's historic 4-3- 
victory over Argentina in Malaysia 
wel 

I’m sure the Argies are still smart- 
ing over that hiccup but their form in 
CONMEBOL qualification has been 
stunning. 

In Group A qualifiers Argentina 
were undefeated and won the compe- 
tition against Group B hopefuls with 
one defeat in five matches, defeated 
Brazil 2-1 and only conceded two 
goals over the eight day competition. 


More pre-WYC news as the event 
approaches. block book a section of the stadium 
for major event is progressing. 

The NSWASF, via its association 
network, look set to play a role in 


handling tickets for the "soccer com- 


WORLD XI SELLING WELL 
The FIFA World XI versus the Soc- 
ceroos on June 12 at Stadium Austra- 


lia is the official opening of the Syd- — munity’. 

ney 2000 showpiece. 
Around 22,000 tickets have been the month. 

sold at this early stage, Don’t panic by the way, there are 
Interest for the local soccer teamto —_ 110,000 tickets for sale. 


your 
gateway 


to the 
online 


ABC TV 

Despite reports to’'the contrary ABC 

TV is featuring games that have a 

distinct bearing on the play offs. 
Sydney United, Adelaide City and 


Details to be revealed by the end of South Melbourne in the next month, 


all live on a Sunday afternoon at 
5pm. 
Maybe a fax of that information 


INFO. NEWS VIEWS TRIVIA FACTS 


WHEATLEY’S 


should get across town to News Lim- 
ited’s sports bunker. 


RUNNING OUT OF ROOM 
Wheatley’s World has brought you 
news of the increased growth of reg- 
istered soccer players in the past. 
Add Northbridge soccer club of the 
Ku-Ring-Gai Association to the list. 
Tireless secretary Nicky Mackay 


INFO NEWS 


informs me that player numbers are 
up and close to the 800 level. 
Try organising them onto one field. 
Yes, one smali ground at North- 
bridge Oval. 


ABBAS 

Injured Sydney United striker Abbas 
Saad is battling to get back to busi- 
ness but has no problems in the per- 
sonality area — according to a recent 
player profile in Puma News. 

Asked if he had ever. dated/been 
photographed with anyone famous 
Saad's response was a mild “Too 
many to name.” 

Can't beat confidence. 


SYDNEY UNITED NOT A FINALS 
THREAT? 

Quite the opposite after a fabulous 4- 
3 home victory. over Brisbane on the 
weekend. 

Goals to Barrett, Ardone (see pic- 
ture left), Burns and Berry shook the 
shackles from the theory that Sydney 
United are a spent force without Un- 
der 20 representatives Joel Griffiths 
and Mile Sterjovski. 

For the Round 25 victory they were 
also missing Nathan Day 
(suspended), coach David Mitchell 
(injured), Abbas Saad and Joe Caleta 
was benched in favour of livewire 
Danny Townsend. 


AMATEUR COMPETITIONS 
READY TO ROLL 

The first of six major competitions 
run by the NSWASF, the Centenary 
Cup, gets underway shortly. 

Hosted by Granville Association, 
full details of the long running round 
Tobin event can be found on the web 
at www.isport.com.au 

Good to see a team from North 
Tasmania throwing themselves into 
the five day Under 12 event. 


soccer world 


www.isport.com.au 


HO RESULTS 

OU DRAWS/FIXTURES 

O NEWS/EVENTS 

MATCH REPORTS 

UO CLUB/TEAM HOME PAGES 


AUSTRALIA'S BEST SELLING SOCCER PUBLICATION 


Inside Soccer PAGE 7 


Enes 


on Trial 


SPIRIT midfielder Rob- 
bie Enes flew out of 
Sydney last Wedensday 
on alightining whistle 
stop trip to England 
where he was on trial 
with First Division 
Barnsley. 

“Robbie ids an excepo- 
tional talent and I have 
no doubt he will be very 
successful in England,:“ 
dsaid Spirit chairman 
Remo Nogarotto. 

“I think this is a tre- 
mendous move fro him.“ 

In bius absemnce Spirit 
coach Graham Arnold 
recalled veteran lan 
Crook for the match 
against the bottom of the 
table Cosmos. 


South get 


new deal 


South Melbourne Soc- 
cer Club has announced 
a new Executive Corpo- 
rate Sponsorship with 
Pacific Car and Truck 
Rental. 


zebras ditch 
Italian deal 


ADELAIDE City have 
abandoned _ their 
planned merger with 
the South Australian 
Italian Association. 

The Zebras planned to 
create a licensed club in 
the city centre of Ade- 
laide. 


The Prince looks at 
his ‘worst case 
scenario’ with Empoli 


NEITHER Olyroo Vince 
Grella nor Paul Okon 
played or were named on 
the bench in the recent 0- 
0 draw between Empoli 
and Lazio. 

Grella, in fact, has been 
forced to sit in the stands 
to watch his team-mates 
of late, as he struggles to 
make the side - but it's 


| not all bad news for the 


young Australian, who 
joined his Under 20 team 
mates in Hoiland last 
week, as preparations 
continue for the World 
youth Championship. 

"We have a.new coach 
at Empoli and he's 
changed ‘the: system. 
where he plays three mid- 
fielders, one defensive 
and two attacking," says- 
Grella. 

"I'm normally a defen- 
sive midfielder. but he 
wants me to play attack- 
ing, which unfortunately 
doesn't really suit my 
style. I can't play that 
position in Serie A be- 


playing Ned Zelic where 
Tony Vidmar plays in the 
national team. 

“Zelic's role is the one [ 
was playing, now the new 
coach wants me in the 
new position, but hon- 
estly. the guys we already 
have to cover that posi- 
tion are better than me - 
which is why I'm sitting 


in the stands and not. 


even on the bench at the 
moment. 

This hiccup could 
dampen the spirits of the 
most seasoned players, 
but Grella is nothing if 
not optimistic. with Em- 
poli offering him a future 
which is very tempting. 

"Empoli has offered 
what I would classify as a 
lucrative four year deal,” 
says the former Carlton 
and Cosmos player. 

“I'm happy it not opti- 
mistic, but I'm not sign- 
ing any contracts until I 
retum from the World 
Youth Cup, because [ 
want to concentrate all 


me. but quite honestly, 
all I want to do for one 
year is play solidly before 
the Olympics. and hope- 
fully be a part of the Oly- 
roo squad. 

“That's my next 
aim.” 

Grella believes his last 
chances for achieving 
that aim are at Empoli, 
regardless of whether the 
club drops to Serie B, 
rather than going else- 
where and having to find 
his way again. 

"I'm very comfortable 
with this club,” he adds. 

“I know everyone hear 
from the Manager to the 
Gear Steward. and I like 
where I am - and quite 
frankly. if we drop, Serie 


big 


transition from Serie C 
through to where we are 
now, and those players, 
after five years of moving, 
with the club, are nearing 
the end of their careers. 

"I'd never say I'll be a 
regular in the team next 
year, but I believe the 
opportunity will be much 
better than it is now, and 
the rest is up to me. 

“I know my ambitions, 
and it's up to me, and 


t h 


Spanish league — but he will see out his 
contract with the Scottish club. 


only me to fulfil them.” 

The attitude is both 
refreshing and mature, 
and it seems this young 
Australian has spent quite 
a bit of time weighing up 
the pros and cons as he 
attempts to map out he 
future that lies head of 
him 


. "Let's look at the sce- 


harios,” points out Greila. 
“If 1 play a full year next 
year, then I'm picked for 


Mark the Matador? 


GLASGOW Celtic’s Australian striker 
Mark Viduka said he wants to play in 


the Olympics and play 
well, I should be able to 
move into a bigger Club 
regardless, and that's at 
20 years old. 

"If that doesn't happen, 
and I stay with Empoli 
for another four years, 
well, at the end of it I'll 
be 24, with five years of 
Italian playing experience 
under my belt. That's not 
too bad for a ‘worst case 
scenario‘ is it now?” 


"I like bullfights and Flamenco and 
the people themselves, who seem to be 


¢ very similar to Croatians. 


"I have several friends who have 


B is still a very strong 
league. 

"Not that I'm guaran-- 
ted that (a starting berth) 
at Empoli, but the fact is 
that up to 12 players 
could be leaving the club. 

“There are seven play- 
ers on loan here, that's 


Since his return after ‘emotional 
stress’ Viduka has bagged four goals in 
two games as Celtic keeps up its pursuit 
of Rangers at the top of the table. 

"I hope I can continue to score a lot of 
goals and improve so that I might inter- 
est a club in Spain when my contract is 
finished," the 23-year-old told the Scot- 


played there such as Robert Prosinecki 
and Goran Juric and another friend Igor 
Cvitanovic is still at Real Sociedad. 

"They all say it would suit my style 
and I would love the chance to live 
there.” 

And the Australian has tried to down- 
play his controversial walk-out of the 
Parkhead club saying: "I don't want to 


tish Express newspaper. 

"I have always thought the Spanish 
League to be a very interesting one and I 
_ already love the culture of the country. 


cause I haven't got the 
speed. If you like to look - 
at it from a Socceroo 
point of view, it's like 


be remembered as a player who was at 
the centre of a club dispute for 
years and years I want to be known for 
my ability on the pitch.” 


my energies into the 
Championship. 

“There are a couple of 
big clubs interested in 


seven trying to stay in 
Serie A, as well as five 
players who have been 
with the club from the 


The plan had been a 
merger and investment 
from Fairmont Homes. 
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Grella impresses in 
Cup build up 


AUSTRALIA opened its 
campaign for next 
month's world youth soc- 
cer championship in Ni- 
geri with a strong 2-0 
win over Dutch second 
division side Heracles 
last Wedensday. 

The Young Socceroos 
dominated with Sydney 
United striker Joel Grif- 
fiths winning the ball 
inside the opposition half 
and beating two defend- 
ers to chip over the goal- 
keeper and open the 
scoring in the sixth mi1i- 
ute. 

The Under-20 Austra- 
lians had several more 
opportunities before 
Carlton midfielder Marco 
Bresciano sank a 20metre 
shot to wrap up the game 
in the 51st minute while 
16-year-old Mark Byrnes 
was named man of the 
match at centre back. 

"The boys worked very 
hard for their victory to- 
day, but the team is defi- 
nitely improving 


in Holland. 

One setback was the 
absence of midfielder 
Vince Grella (above) and 
John Maisano who were 
still feeling the effects of 


vaccination injections 
needed for Nigeria. 
Grella, who plays for 
Italian Serie A club Em- 
poli, has a mission in 
Nigeria to make up for 
a mistake at his last ap- 


pearance with the Young 
Socceroos. 

"I'm really looking for- 
ward to playing in Nige- 
Tia, especially after the 
World Youth champion- 
ships in Malaysia in 1997 
where my mistake against 
Japan cost us the game,” 
he said. 

"That's been a monkey 
on my back and I'm look- 
ing forward to making 


amends this time round. 

"It's been some time 
since I represented Aus- 
tralia and it's actually 
been keeping me up at 
night." 

Grella said Empoli has 
offered him an excellent 
contract but he is totally 
concentrated on the 
championship and play- 


. ing for Australia. 


The 19-year-old Victo- 
rian has been with Em- 
poli since October after 
moving from Carlton. 

But he had a typically 
Australian response when 
asked his feelings on 
being back with the 
national side. 

"Words can't describe 
the way I feel,* he said. 

“That kind of mateship 
is missing at Empoli al- 
though everyone wished 
me success when I left to 
join the team. 

"In Italy, everyone 
keeps a little in reserve 
because there's so much 
at stake, and basically, 


when you have to draw 
the line of you play or me 
play, it will always be me 
play. 

"That's what it takes to 
be a Serie A player and { 
understand that. 

"It was different at 
Carlton and being back 
with players like Simon 
Colosimo and Mark 
Bresciano is good for me. 
I miss having someone to 
have a laugh with in the 
change rooms.” 

Following four matches 
in Holland, Scheinflug 
has also arranged another 
two matches in Spain 
before the team arrives in 
Nigeria. 

And Australia's build- 
up to the world youth 
championship continued 
in positive style with a 
solid 2-0 victory over 
Dutch first division 
club: FC Twente on Fri- 
day. 

Once again the young 
Socceroos started on the 
offensive, with Sydney 


World Youth 
Championships 1999 


NIGERIA April 3-24 


midfielder 


Olympic 
Brett Emerton taking just 
11 minutes to put his 
name on the scoreboard, 


burying his shot to 
put Australia up 1-0. 

Defensively, the Aus- 
tralian backline of Eddy 
Bosnar, Michael Cunico 
and Mark Bymes were 
impenetrable, while mid- 
fielders Vince Grella, 
Marco Brescianq and 
Jason Culina put the local 
defence under constant 
pressure. 

The young Socceroos 
showed the same focus 
and conviction in the 
second half, Grella 
setting up striker John 
Maisano. who drilled his 
shot past the keeper to 
give Australia a 2-0 
scoreline in the 58th min- 
ute. 

The Australians kept 
the opposition on the 
defence for the remainder 
of the match, with 
coach Les Scheinflug 


happy with the way the 


team is evolving. 

"This was a very solid 
performance which 
showed that the team is 
developing a_ better 
understanding between 
each other,” said Schein- 
flug. 

"The players are realis- 
ing now what sort of 
intensity and consistency 
is required to be com- 
petitive in World Cup 
football and know how 
hard they must work and 
concentrate in every 
match they play to 
achieve success. 

"I was particularly 
pleased with Grella and 
Maisano in their first 
match, both boys 
putting in a lot of effort 
and boosting the team 
through their work rate 
and encouragement of 
others throughout the 
match,” he said. 

Australia next match is 
against Waalwijk today 
(Tuesday, at 2.30pm 
local time Holland). 


and, overall, I'm happy 
with what I've seen in 


: : Group A Group B Group C Group E Group F 
this first preparation Se ae ; = 
hh” ht L (playing in Lagos) (Kaduna) (ibadan) (Kano and Bauchi) (Port Harcourt and 
pate eee: oa Nigeria, Ghana, Australia, Cameroon, Calabar) 
Scheinflug said. 


Costa Rica, 
Germany, 
Paraguay. 


Croatia, Argen- 
tina, 
Kazakhstan 


Saudi Arabia, 
Mexico, 
Ireland . 


Zambia, 
Honduras, 
Brazil. 


Japan, 
England, 
United States. 


Scheinflug said the 
squad had been working 
excellently since arriving 


Nigeria pleas 
for best youth 


ORGANISERS of the World 
Youth Cup to be held in Ni- 
geria next month plan to meet 
officials of UEFA, European 
soccer's governing body in a 
bid to convince them to send 
their best players to the tour- 


Spain, 


particularly in England, have 
raised fears for the safety of 
their players if they travel to 
Nigeria, a nation with a repu- 
tation for crime, fraud. and 
tropical disease. 

Bako said: "No country has 


FIFA president Sepp Blatter 
said competing countries 
had been instrueted by letter 
to send their best players. 
However. the sport's world 
ruling body ruled last week 
that it would not sanction 


Employment Services 


nament, a saintly reputation but some clubs who failed to release 
"...our team leaves for Lon- comments made about Nigeria players for the tournament 
don tonight," spokesman and the tournament are biased. unless asked to do so by | Who are we? 
Danladi Bako said, “We hope we'll allay fears of national associations. 2 P F 
"We will talk to the English European teams after the The 24-nation tournament We are a local and privately owned organisation that has been 
FA and UEFA officials." meeting.” runs from April 3-24. operating in the Illawarra and South Coast for over eight years. 


Some Western club sides, During the draw in Nigeria 


Michelle Greig is the Director of MBC and together with her team 
have extensive experience in providing a range of services in- 
cluding: Staff Recruitment, career advice and training. 


Wingell, Marherini, 


Ollerenshaw and Seo We have: 


A high success record of providing employers with suitable per- 
sonnel. Our professionalism is recognised by employers 
throughout the Illawarra and Southern Highlands 


involved in late signings 


CANBERRA Cosmos. re- 
signed former defender Dale 
Wingell before the transfer 
deadline last Friday. 

Wingell had been an instant 
hit at the club in the early part 
of last season. 

But he failed to reproduce 
that sparkling from after com- 
ing back from injury and was 


earlier this season after 
failing to overcome an 
injury. 

But he returned to ac- 
tion a few weeks ago on- 
loan to NSW Super 
League side, Ryde City. 

The former St George 
striker was expected to 
retum to North Sydney 


national duty of Under 20 
star Brett Emerton. 

Seo has played 28 times for 
Korea. 

Meanwhile, Marconi have 
registered 25-year-old Italian 
import Ricardo Margherini. 

Margherini was injured in 
mid-week training, effec- 
tively ruling him out of last 


We provide: 
* Free Staff recruitment 
* Friendly, courteous and prompt service 


Our offices are available for your convenience. 
Australian Jobsearch Touchscreen 


% : ; 3 1/368 Bong Bong Street, Bowral (Tel 4862 3580) 
leased at the end of th eekend h with Perth Oval but United ig ig 

son id the Suh wera thtodsh PAGagtete EU Sigiven besteesian Taal fh 16A Addison Street, Shellharbour (Tel 4297 3680) 
shake-up of its playing staff. And in a shock move Syd- him. 4/53 Baan Baan Street, Dapto (Tel 4262 8118) 


And Sydney Olympic gave 
Korean international Hyo-Won 
Seo a final trial with a view to 
signing him late last week. 

Olympic coach Branko Cu- 
lina was looking to fill the gap 
caused by the absence on inter- 


ney United were locked in 
talks with the cash-strapped 
club's administrator over the 
signing of former Socceroo 
Scott Ollerenshaw. 
Ollerenshaw ripped up his 
contract with Northern Spirit 


And Malaysian football 
was rocked last week with 
with the resignation of 
Alan Davidson from his 
Position as coach of Pa- 
hang. The M_ league 
started at the weekend. 


4/45 King Street, Warrawong (Tel 4274 3447) 
35 Junction Street, Nowra (Tel 4422 7007) 
35 Keira Street, Wollongong (Tel 4228 1255) 
Parkview Plaza, Corrimal (Tel 4285 1255) 
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Spirit lookin 
at North § 


NORTHERN Spirit soc- 
cer club and North Syd- 
ney Council have made 
significant. headway in 
discussions regarding 
Northern Spirit's long 
term tenancy at North 
Sydney Oval. 

The Spirit have gener- 
ated unprecedented sup- 
port at North Sydney 
Oval but the costs 
associated with hiring the 
picturesque oval is eating 
into the capital base the 
club has assembled. 

Expenses to hire the 
ground, move the cricket 
pitch to co-exist with 
grade cricket, the hiring 
of lighting for home 
matches and corporate 
facilities have been the 
topic of conversation 
between Northern Spirit 
and North Sydney Coun- 
cil. In recent weeks those 
discussions. have pro- 
gressed well and North- 
em Spirit chairman Remo 
Nogarotto is confident 


the. issues will be sorted 

out and a long term lease 

will be signed before the 

end of the 1998-99 Er- 
icsson Cup. 


"Things are moving 
along very well with the 
discussions we have had 
with North Sydney 
Council," Nogarotto said> 

"We have spoken about 
several issues and Coun- 
cil has been reasonable 
in looking at our re- 
quests. 

“The issues we have 
raised regard the lighting 
at the ground and our 
need to hire lighting, 
the expense of moving 
the cricket pitch and the 
improvement of facilities 
for our corporate guests. 

"Things are going well 


and council have been © 


great with what we are 
asking and when we have 
an outcome in writing we 
will put pen to paper and 
sign a long term lease to 
base ourselves at North 
Sydney Oval.” 

Nogarotto was quick to 
dispel rumours’ that the 
club was seeking to move 
to Brookvale Oval. 

Average crowds of 
more than 15,000 have 
generated a carnival at- 
mosphere with families, 
business people and soc- 


INSIDE SOCCER Kustralia’s weelily 
soccer Bible OUT EVERY TUESDAY - 
coast to coast 


g to stay 


ydney 


North Sydney Oval: could become the long-term home of Sydney glamour club Northern Spirit 


cer enthusiasts uniting to 
support the club. 


"We have never wanted 


The Ericsson Cup 
champions live at 
Bob Jane Stadium 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


V 


PERTH GLORY 
(deffered Round 23 match) 


Wednesday 31 March 


KICK OFF 6:00pm 


South Melbourne 


is sponsored by 
VIVIENNE’S COLLECTIONS 


Members, guests and visitors are welcome to join the 
players for a drink in the Sportsbar after the match 
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to move but we feel we 
need to arrange a more 


equitable 


deal with 


North Sydney Council 
for the long term and that wonderful 
is progressing well," No- North Sydney Oval and 


home 


garotto said. "We have a 
at 


we look forward to con- 
tinuing to fill the oval for 
many years to come.” 


United and 
Sharks 


battling to 


survive 


By Paul Millar 


A GROUP of cashed-up over- 
seas investors is considering 
buying out financially- 
crippled - national soccer 
league side the Adelaide 

Sharks. 

The Sharks are battling for 
survival and are widely tipped 
to go into liquidation at the 
end of the season, if not be- 
fore. 

. Sydney United’s future™in 
the competition is also under a 
cloud even though the club is 
chasing a top two place in the 
lead up to the finals. 

The Sharks will hold a-gen- 
eral meeting on March 28 
which is likely to determine 
their future. 

Soccer sources told Inside 
Soccer that international in- 
vestors were looking seriously 
at taking ‘control of the club 
and totally restructuring it. 

However any move to take 
over the Sharks will be de- 
pendent on the outcome of the 
general meeting, 

One of the recommendations 
which will be put to the meet- 
ing is that millionaire busi- 
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nessman Con Makris, who 
bought a 51 per cent share of 


the club pre-season, be re- -- 


moved from the board. 

Makris has invested heavily 
in the Sharks but it's believed 
that unless he has total 
control he is no longer pre- 
pared to prop up the ailing 
club, saying the debts are far 
larger than he was led to be- 
lieve when he became in- 
volved. 

His investment also entitled 
him to 51 per cent voting 


rights. 

If he stepped down or quit, 
the new board would then 
look at coming to a scheme of 
arrangements with creditors. 

If that could not be arranged 
then the club would move into 
voluntary liquidation. : 

The Sharks are expected to 
see out the season but Soccer 
Australia could take control of 
the player contracts if it had to 
prop up the club. 

A sports’ study of the Ade- 
laide region has shown that a 
national soccer league side 
drawing its support from the 
mainstream community has 
the potential to attract up to 


20,000 fans a game. 

The Sharks, however, draw 
the majority of their’ crowd 
from the Greek community. 

The overseas investors 
would want to totally revamp 
the club and shed its ethnic 
image following in the foot- 
steps of Perth Glory and 
Northern Spirit. 

Sharks' spokesman Andrew 
Stathopoulos admitted the 
club was battling to survive. 

“We will try and save it, but 
it's looking pretty grim at the 
moment,” he said. 

Sydney United coach David 
Mitchell said he is owed a 
substantial amount of money 


’ by the club and players are 


also behind in wage pay- 
ments. ‘ 

Mitchell said unless the 
club broadens its support it 
had no long-term future in 
the league. 

United draws its support 
almost exclusively from the 
Croatian community. 

"If we do not change I do 
not see any future, all the 
clubs which rely on an ethnic 

port base are in the same 
boat,” Mitchell said. 


The future is 
still bright: 


Tony Perinich 


BY STUART JONES 


TONY Perinich is a 
player who has had his 
ups and downs in foot- 
ball. 

Last season he had 
shone in « very success- 
ful Wollongong side. 

This season he was 
looking forward to being 
a full time professional 
for the first time in his 
life, yet one cruel swing 
of his leg and contact 
with the ball and all of a 
sudden he was under the 
surgeon’s knife. 

It goes to show just 
how close a player can 
come to losing it all, how 
one minute can min a 
life. 

Fortunately for Tony 
Perinich the future is still 
looking bright. 

Perinich grew 
around Cabramatta. 

His first soccer club 
was Cabramatta Police 
Boys Club where he 
played on the left wing. 

“They were the best 
days, when I just played 


up 


for fun,” he says. 
“I have always had my 
speed and I enjoyed run- 


ning around. 
“Then it was off to 
Marconi juniors from 


under 12s to 15s where ! 
played with the likes of 
Mark Bosnich, Paul 
Okon and Adam Cian- 
tar." 

His high school years 
were spent at Liverpool 
Patrician Brothers and 
then Fairfield Patrician 
Brothers. 

He played his school 
football alongside Mar- 
coni junior team mates 
Ciantar and Okon. 

He had one brief season 
at Sydney City while at 
high school before taking 
a year off football. 

"I had always been the 
smallest boy in my class, 
in fact in my year,” he 
recalls. 

“All the other lads had 
grown and-1 was short 
and skinny. 

“Compared to the other 
boys trialing for Sydney 
City Under 18s I was too 
small, so { took a year off 
and played only high 
school football. 

“By then football had 
tured from fun to being 
a business. 

“A year later | started 
to grow and Parramatta 
Melita took me on. 

“Then I turned out for 
what is now Liverpool 
City alongside the likes 
of Rene Licata (now on 
the board of Northern 
Spirit for whom Perinich 
is contracted), Vlado 
Zoric and Paul Souris." 

It was during his tenure 
at Liverpool that Tony 


Perinich's career moved 
further upwards - on the 
field that is. 

He had always played 
in the midfield however 
in the second year at Liv- 
erpool he started playing 
more and more up front. 

"In the end I trialed for 
St George as a striker and 
that is what Des Martin 
took me on as,” he says. 

“A year later and unfor- 
tunately they were being 
Telegated and so I was on 
the move once more. 

“We had a good side 
although things did not 
tum out well. 

“David Zdrilic and I 
were up front and on a 
personal level I had a 
good year.” 

On the move once more 
he landed nearby at 
Rockdale Suns. 

"That first year we went 
through a lot of coaches 
and a lot of off the field 
stuff affected us,” he re- 
flects. 

“Manfred Schaefer 
took us over in the sec- 
ond year and I did well. 


friendly around the club. 

“There were no egos at 
the club and team spirit 
was the best. 

“There were no clicks 
and we enjoyed going out 
as a team, before our 
Perth game we had three 
days in Perth which was 
a great time, and the win 
onthe field showed we 
were really enjoying the 
game. 

“We were lucky last 
year that most of the time 
we had the same 11 on 
the park, 

“We knew where wé 
were on the field and 


knew each _ other’s 
strengths and weak- 
nesses. 


“Lots of people men- 
tion how Wollongong 
have missed me this sea- 
son which I take as a 
compliment but really I 
think’ the side has been 
less stable in terms of 
playing together. 

“However, there are 
still a great many quality 
players.at the Wolves and 
I always enjoy going 


move onto someone else 

“The club did not get 
back to me until after | 
had signed for Spirit so it 
was all done. 

“In the end, though, 
Spirit were offering me a 
great package plus the 
added incentive of being 
a full time player. 

“I had always dreamed 
of that as I had to supple- 
ment my Wolves wage 
with a bit of painting 
work.” 

So, to the new season 
back in Sydney and Tony 
played six or seven pre- 
season. games, scoring 
quite regularly along the 
way. 

Then. he busted his 
knee just shooting for 
goal in training and was 
out for the season, _ 

"I had had an athro- 
scope on my knee during 
my time at Wollongong 
and that had gone wrong 
so I was out for a lot of 
one season,” he said. 

“Now I was up for ma- 
jor surgery due to the 
wear and tear on the 


Tony Perinich: fighting back to fitness 


“There was talk of me 
going with him to Mar- 
coni but in the end Berti 
Mariani came and 
watched me and he must 
have been impressed be- 
cause he invited me to 
come down and triaf with 
the Wolves.” 

He had three seasons 
with Wollongong playing 
72 times and scoring 18 
goals, 

"| really loved my time 
and Wollongong,” Tony 
Perinich says. 

“The whole atmosphere 
was so casual and 


down to watch them.” 

After three seasons 
down south many were 
surprised to see Tony 
Perinich on the road once 
more, this time north of 
the Harbour Bridge to the 
newly formed Spirit side. 

"In the end it was not 
even a decision | had to 
make,” he says. 

“Northem Spirit came 
in for me and offered me 
a three year deal. 

“I went back to the 
Wolves and said | needed 
to make a . decision 
quickly as Spirit would 


knee. 

“L was worried about 
the future but the surgeon 
assured me 1 will be fine. 

“In fact my left leg will 
probably end up stronger 
than my right. 

“It will not even effect 
my pace. 

~Early on all 1 could do 
was physio, then about 
four months in 1 did 
weights and skipping and 
then a few runs. 

“These days 1 have just 
started kicking a ball 
around. 

“Tam close to training 


with the boys but I don't 
want to risk a come back 
too early. 

“Right now my knee is 
at 75% compared to my 
right leg. 

“To play you need 85% 
and I would want it 90% 
plus. 

"The worst thing about 
being out is watching the 
lads play. 

“If I do not concentrate 
on the game then it is a 
bit better but if 1 watch 
the game I will go and try 
and play the game in my 
mind. 

“I miss playing a lot 
and what makes me mad 
is when I hear people say 
that I have not put 
enough work in getting 
back. 

“Those sort of people 
do not realise the risk you 
can take by trying to fast 
track a recovery. 

“Most times I have 
stayed positive and tried 
to ignore what others say. 
in the end I do not care 
what others think or say 
about me. 


~When I was a kid foot- 
ball was fun but now it is 


- a business. 


“Saying that. I love the 
game. if I did not love it I 
would not play it that is 
just the way J am." 

Having watched a lot of 
NSL league this year it is 
interesting to see how 
Tony Perinich rates the 
league. 

"The NSL is still a 
good league.” he says. 

“Yes. we have lost a lot 
of players overseas but 
that is to the credit of 
Australian soccer. 

“At least it is not like a 
Scotland where only one 
Or two teams dominate 
and the rest of the quality 
is rubbish. 

“As for the state league 
it is good to see a number 
of players come from 
there and make it in the 
NSL. 

“The big difference 
between the two is you 
get a lot more time on the 
ball in the NSL." 

So what of the future? 

“For the time being my 
only aim is to get fit 
again. I always knew I 
would” come back but 
once I am I want to prove 
I am still a good player. 

“lL want to work hard 
next season and pay back 
Spirit for its support. 

“Then I am looking to 
play overseas in the likes 
of Holland or Greece for 
a few years. 

“Really by playing well 
Next season it will give 
me one last chance to 
make it abroad. 

“Tt is a tough off-season 
ahead of me but one that 
1am looking forward to." 
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CAREER 
VACANCIES 
with 
DUNTROON 
PUBLISHING 


Duntroon Publishing's Inside Soccer is widely 
recognised as Australia's leading soccer 
publication. With a 50,000 readership it has set 
anew benchmark in soccer publishing. 
Duntroon also publish a number of other soccer 
realted and non-relaied publications including 
anew mainstream weekly newspaper which is 
set for April release. 

Vacanices exist within our publishing 
framework as we strive to improrve our 
productions and increase our range. 


PRODUCTION: 


TYPSETTER (sundays) 

For Sunday shift (Spm-10pm) 

Must be able to type 40wpm, work largely 
unsupervised and have some basic computer 
knowledge, plus excellent English skills. 

This is a permanent vacancy in our Corrimal 
office and an immediate start is offered to the 
successful candidate. _ 

The position involves a mixture of typesetting 
and downloading of electronically delivered 
copy. 

Above award wage offered. 


TYPSETTER (Full Time) 

Monday-Friday 

Must be able to type 60wpm, work largely 
unsupervised and ‘have some basic computer 
knowledge, plus excellent Englisk skills. 

This is a permanent vacancy in our Corrimal 
office. ? 

The position involves a mixture of typesetting 
and downloading of electronically delivered 
copy. Additionally, the sucessful candidate 
would be expected to share the normal office 
toutine, 

Award wage offered. 


SALES: 


MARKETING MANAGERS 
(Wollongong Based) 

Applicants are sought to join our growing team. 
The successful candidate will manage an al- 
ready established and growing client portfolio. 


Remuneration is by way of advance/ 
commission and extremely attractive incentives 
are offered. 

Applicants.must have a proven record in media 
sales or have a working !nowledge in the soc- 
cer Industry. ; 


EDITORIAL: 


FULL TIME JOURNALIST 

A full time Wollongong-based journalist is re- 
quired to write news, arts and sport. A good 
soccer background knowledge would be an 
asset to the successful candidate. 

This position would suit an aspiring writer or a 
recently qualified journalist. 

Tertiary qualifications are not necessary al- 
though an ability to write to deadline are. 


STATE LEAGUE REPORTERS 


(Contributing) 

(All states) 

This could be your step into the world of soccer 
journalism. 

Don’t worry about lack of experience; you 
supply the enthusiasm and passion and we will 
do the rest. 

Access to E-mail and an ability to meet our 
deadline schedule are musts. 

Reporters are required for writing profile and 
news-related stories as well as match reporters 
in Wollongong, Adelaide and Perth. 


CONTACT US AT OUR CORRIMAL OFFICE 
FOR AN APPLICATION FORM & 
5 JOB DESCRIPTION 
FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE POSITIONS: 


(02) 4285 7480 
FAX: (02) 4285 7481 
E-mail: duntroon@hotmail.com 
Mondays-Fridays; 9am-3pm. 
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New star 
almost 


became a Wolf 


by Bruce Campbell 


LAST Friday night a new 
star was born in the Na- 
tional Soccer League. 

The venue would not 
surprise many. 

North Sydney Oval, the 
home of Northern Spirit, 
houses some of the pedi- 
gree players of this year’s 
Ericsson Cup. 

But added to names 
like , Slater, Arnold and 
Marusic is the new guy, 
Paul Roberts. 

The problem is that he 
doesn’t even play for 
Northern Spirit. 

Instead it was Robert’s 
probing from midfield 
that set up Tommy Ser- 
manni's side -for that 
shock win last weekend. 

But it could have be so 
different. 

The man with the surfie 
looks actually looked like 
signing on for the Wol- 
longong Wolves this sea- 
son but he rejected what 
he called a “low” finan- 
cial offer. 

He had come back to 
Australia from an over- 
seas scholarship in the 
USA and after playing 
with the Australian In- 
door side was looking at 
time off. 


——— 


But a phone call from 
Illawarra Premier League 
side Port Kembla saw 
Roberts back in action. 

That preceded an invi- 
tation to train with. the 
Wollongong Wolves. 

It looked like Roberts 
had missed his chance 
when he returned to Can- 
berra but an early season. 
crisis at the Cosmos saw 


The rey talented Paul Roberts: a new star in the Ericsson Cup 


him offered his chance. 

Since then he has done 
little wrong. 

And what does the new 
star who had cut his eye 
teeth in the Canberra 
Metro production line 
think of doing this win- 
ter? SS 

“T might be back at 
Port,“ says the quietly 
spoken lad who was such 


Bugsy’s View 


with Marconi skipper Brad Maloney 


AFTER losing to Perth 4- 
3 at home on Saturday, 
there is no doubt that at 
Marconi we have left 
ourselves a mountain to 
climb if we are to figure 
in the Top Six play offs. 

We have no one to 
blame but ourselves, but 
make no mistake we 
won't be throwing in the 
towel and will fight and 
scrap in every one of the 
remaining five games. 

A victory over Perth 
Glory would have put us 
right back in the frame, 
but it wasn't to be, and 
full marks to Perth for a 
fine win. 

We lost two early goals 
and were always playing 
catch up football from 
then on, although it has 
to be said that we really 
pressured the Perth de- 
fence and some would 
consider us unlucky not 
to take something from 
the game. 

The previous week we 
found Newcastle Break- 


Rustralia’s weekly soccer Bible 


OUT EVERY TUESDAY 
from coast to coast 
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ers keeper Bobby Catlin 
in super form, and this 
week it was Tony 
Franken's turn to put the 
shutters up. 

It seems these days that 
Marconi Stadium is the 
stage for keepers to ex- 
cel! 

What a fabulous enter- 
taining game it was for 
the supporters. though, 
with end to end action 
and goal mouth incidents 
aplenty in a seven goal 
thriller. 

Frank Farina’ also made 
a comeback ina Marconi 
jersey, and showed that 
he still has what it takes 
to play at the highest 
level in Australia. 

Frank maybe didn't get 
on the score sheet after 
he came off the substi- 
tutes’ bench, but he had a 
hand in our third goal. 

Our fans were terrific 
and I'm only sorry that 
we couldn't turn the re- 
sult around for them. 

We have been saying 


for weeks now that every 
game we play is almost 
like a 'Grand Final’ for 
us, and after successive 
defeats by Newcastle and 
Perth Glory, that situa- 
tion hasn't changed. 

Our coming match 
against Carlton in Mel- 
bourne is the first of what 
will in effect be 
‘elimination’ games for 
us, as anything other than 
victories in our remaining 
matches will surely see us 
out of contention for the 
play offs. 

Looking at the. league 
table I'd have to say that 
South Melbourne, Syd- 
ney United and Perth 
Glory were all high and 
dry, and had - Northern 
Spirit not suffered a 
shock loss to Canberra I 
would have included 
them as ‘certainties’ for 
the Top Six too. 

That 2-1 win by Can- 
berra over Northern 
Spirit just shows that 
when it comes to predict- 
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-shocks before the season 


Kennett 


a big hit on the South 
Coast. 

“They have already 
spoken to me so we will 
see what happens.“ 

And the Wolves? 

Roberts smiles, but it 
was anything but humour 
at Spirit Park last Friday 
as he destroyed his more 
illustrious international 
opponents. 


by Alan Clark - 


VICTORIA’S Premier Jeff Kennett, ane 
of the spectators at the South Melbourne 
Adelaide City match at Bob Jane over 
the weekend, said that Australia should 
be well-placed for a bid for the World 
Cup in 2010. 

"We were given bad information by 
the Board of Soccer Australia,” he said. 

“We should have gone for 2002. 

“We could have easily got it. 

“tr’s an absolute barney now between 
Korea and Japan. 

"T'd love to have it here in Australia, 

“I'm .not going to send good money 
after bad, so we've got to have a real 
understanding that we've got a fair 
chance of getting it. 


ing soccer results it is 
more of an art than a sci- 
ence, and I'm sure that 
there will be a few more 


is over. 

For Marconi the task in 
hand is clear, win our 
remaining games against 


foreshadows 
WC bid 


e oe | 


“Tt will probably go to England next. 
“It is a possibility (that we'll go for 


2010). It's a very big industry and other 
countries will be able to dramatically 
out-bid us. 

“We've got to be able to offer some- 
thing more than just hard cash. | 
“We've got to offer an atmosphere, 
security, hospitality, and value for | 

money.“ 

The Victorian Premier - South Mel- 
bourne's Number One ticket-holder - 
also tipped South to repeat last year's 
championship: "I think we're going to 
see back+to-backs. 

“We've had a very consistent year on 
the field, I think our coach (Angie Pos- | 
tecoglou) is second to none, and the | 
players are performing well." 


Carlton, Melbourne 
Knights, Wollongong, 
Adelaide City and North- 


em Spirit and we will be 
in the semi finals, lose 
one or more and we will 
have to rely on the sides 
above us dropping points 
to make it. 

Everybody at the club 
is focusing on a con 
certed effort to make the 
play offs, although I have 
to admit there isn't much 
margin for error 

As stated earlier in this 
article, this coming week- 
end’s game against 
Carlton is a critical fix- 
ture, and the reality is 
that whoever is the loser 
in this game can say 
goodbye to a top six posi- 
tion this season. 


LONDON 


AMT in association with 

McCabes Lawyers offers advice ~ 
on, and negotiation of, local 

and overseas playing contracts 

and transfer contracts. 


Contact: Greg Keenan 
Phone: (02) 9283 1788 
Email: greg.keenan@mcecabes.com.au 


Athlete Management International 
Pty. Ltd. ACN 074 166 751 
Level 14 130 Elizabeth Street Sydney 
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by David Arnold 


IN AN _ underachieving 
season for the Gippsland 
fan, the presence and 
continual development of 
a local lad in the first 11 
remains a bright spot. 

John Hutchinson, 20 
years old, Morwell bom 
and bred, came to the 
Falcons from the local 
State league club Mor- 
well Pegasus, where his 
family has a long and 
storied tradition. 

Scouted by Frank Arok 
and bought in by him 
duting Arok's two-year 
stint at the 
Hutchinson progressed. 
swiftly making his debut 
for the Falcons in the 
1996-97 season, along- 
side the likes of Sekulic 
and Krncevic. 

Hutchinson started the 
predictable subsitute 
route in gaining experi- 
ence and confidence 
playing with the big boys 
in the NSL. 

The arrival of Stuart 
Munro as Gipplands's 
} coach has seen 

Hutchinson's.career move 


club, — 


in an upwardly mobile 
direction, finally coming 


of age. 
Indeed, Yuppie is 
probably Hutchinson's 


nickname (and if it isn't, 
it should be). 

Munro gets the rapt 
from his pupil. 

“He's a great coach, the 

best I've ever had, his 
communication is superb 
and for me his best attrib- 
ute is teaching options, 
what to do here and 
why,” says. the young 
player. 
' Encouraged to play an 
attacking game from his 
favoured left sided wing- 
back position, Hutchin- 
son has demonstrated an 
ability to beat the man 
and goa for the line to 
deliver a telling cross. 

As a wingback, the 
complete package usually 
has something missing. 

Speed, stamina, cross- 
ing, tackling and posi- 
tioning are all key attrib- 
utes the moder wing- 
back should possess, and 
Hutchinson has it all and 
possibly eyen more - ex- 
cept for one crucial fac- 


Falcon: 
local born 
and bred 


tor. 

Comparing him to 
other wingbacks around 
the country, the likes of 
Renaud and Lozanovski 
have a higher profile and 
so receive more attention 
from national officials. 

Playing in Morwell, 
away from the prying 
eyes of the media, and 
more importantly, the 
lack of television cover- 
age, has seen other play- 
ers jump ahead of him. 

Hutchinson had made 
the 1999 WYC his short- 
term goal, followed on by 
the Olympics and of 
course the obligatory 
overseas contract. 

Instead of going over- 
seas for the money, 
Hutchinson is excited 
about the prospect of 
playing in England's 
North-East, in -a place 
such as Newcastle. 

“Newcastle in England 
is my favourite team, my 
Grandparents were from 
there before coming to 
Australia. 

“J have a Britis pass- 
port through them and 
really am on the lookout 


for a trial, and of course a 
contract, but so far noth- 
ing has happened.” 

It is no fault of his own 
that he made a strong and 
convincing run towards 
prominence just a tad too 
late for the WYC. 

The let-down runs deep 
and has affected him 

“T was really hoping to 
make the WYC squad, 
and when I didn't make 
it, I was very disap- 
pointed,” he says. 

“But I will now focus 
on making the Olympics. 

“Stuart has been a big 
help here, advising me - 
little wonder he: has the 
respect of all the play- 
ers.” 

John Hutchinson is a 
local boy making good, 
and he fully appreciates 
the opportunity and occa- 
sion of playing for his 
local team, in front of 
family and lifetime 
friends, something of a 
rarity in professional 
football these days. 

“Playing for Gippsland 
has been the highlight of 
my career so far,“ 
Hutchinson finishes off. 


El Tel still owed two 


Palace on the brink 


Gladesville 
represent 


Australia in 
Gothia Cup 


by Bryan Cokely 


Gladesville Hornsby 
Football Association un- 
der 16s will be represent- 
ing Australia at the 25" 
Gothia Cup in Gothen- 
burg, Sweden, from July 
18 - 24. 

The Gothia Cup is the 
world’s largest youth 
tournament. 

It has an opening cere- 
mony and Grand Final 
played out in front of 
30,000 at the magnificent 
Ullevi Stadium where the 
1995 ‘World. - Athletics 
Championships were 
held. 

European TV stations 
cover the event which has 
produced stars such as 
Alan Shearer, South 
American Marco 
Etcheverry and Scot- 
land’s Steve Nicol. 

Previous Gladesville 
teams have finished as 
high as 17* out of more 


than 1,000 teams from 
sixty competing nations. 
This year’s tournament 
is expected to be bigger 
with local Swedish 
authorities claiming that 


all flights and ferries into” 


Gothenburg are fully 
booked for the period. 

In order_to take part, G. 
H.F.A.’s under 16s need 
to raise approximately 
$90,000. 

This challenge will be 
met by the players and 
parents’ fund raising 
committee. 

The committee have 
many activities planned. 

Spokesperson Méaisie 
Squadrito outlined the 
programme. 

“We have successfully 
completed an open Golf 
Day, a Soccer Camp is 
planned for 6-9 April, a 
soccer memorabilia auc- 
tion night on the 24% 
April, and we are running 
a major car raffle,” she 


said. 

“Guest Northern Spirit 
players will appear at the 
camp and Harry Kewell’s 
Australian shirt is one of 
the items up for auction.” 

Mrs Squadrito is hop- 
ing Northern Spirit fans 
will support the ticket 
raffle at forthcoming 
home games. 

“Tickets will be on sale 
before and after the game 
outside North Sydney 
oval at each Spirit home 
game. Tickets are $2.00 
with a Mitsubishi Mirage 
as the major prize,” she 
said. 

G.H.F.A. are a feeder 
club of the Spirit and 
many of the current under 
16s will be playing for 
the Spirit Colts next sea- 
son. Mrs Squadrito ap- 
pealed for all soccer fans 
to get behind the boys 
and support them in their 
attempt at bringing back 
the Gothia Cup 
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WHICH club won the first Australia Cup? 


ANSWER: see Ram Scoreboard, p30. 


million: 
of going bust 


By Pau! Cox 


English First Division 
club Crystal Palace, fac- 
ing a desperate 
fight for survival with 
debts of Stg22 million 
($457.49 million), re- 
vealed today that former 
England and Australiua 
manager Terry Venables 
was owed Stg2 million 
($A5.23 million). 
Venables was coach at 
the London club for just 
six months before chair- 
man Mark Goldberg 
decided he could not af- 
ford his basic salary of 


Stg750,000 ($A1.95m) 
per year. 

However, the former 
England manager could 
still demand as much as 
Stg2 million from the 
ailing club as part of his 
compensation package 
for agreeing to terminate 
one of the most lucrative 
coaching deals in Europe. 

The financial plight is 
so severe that the 94- 
year-old club has been 
placed in the hands of 
administrators Buchler 
Phillips, who have just 
three months to devise a 
rescue package. 


ANTENNA 
SPECIALIST, 


BIG JOBS — SMALL JOBS 
“we do them all...” 
Specialising in difficult areas 


Goldberg ~ said: “I 


-would have been able to 


reduce the debts if I had 
not supported Terry 
Venables in his dream to 
bounce straight back into 
the premier league. 

“My biggest mistake 
was chasing the dream 
and still bringing in play- 
ers when I should have 
been selling them," the 
Crystal Palace chairman 
added. 

The computer business 
tycoon has already lost 
Stg23 million ($A60 mil- 
lion) of his personal 
fortune since buying the 


south London club in the 
summer but warned other 
English teams are 
facing a similar plight. 
Goldberg called for a 
meeting involving the 
Football Association and 
the Football League to 
address the problem of 
players' wages spiralling 
out. of control and leaving 


clubs financially 
crippled. 
Palace is losing 


Stg500,000 ($A1.3m) -a 
month and debts include 
Stg1.5 million ($A3.9m) to 
English clubs and more 
than Stg5 million ($A13m) 


4227 9918 
Wollongong 
4297 0026 


to foreign teams in un- 
paid transfer deals. 
Administrator David 
Buchler, who helped save 
second - 


league last season. 
He said: "The amount 
of money owed and the 


trading losses make this 


extremely difficult. 
"This three-month period 
is critical to ensure the 
future of the club.” 


division - 


elub 
Mitfiwall, 
blamed 
Sei ai 
problem 
on the 
club's 
relega- 
tion from 
t -h ce 
money- 
spinning 
premier 


IMAGE 
FRAMING 


BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 
WHOLESALE — RETAIL 
Pick-Up & Deliver All Areas 
@ PRINTS (Modem — Antique) 


e LIMITED EDITION PRINTS 

@ POSTERS (Colour — Black & White) 
e OIL PAINTINGS 

e@ LAMINATING 

e@ FRAMING SUPPLIED 
@ CUSTOM FRAMING 


& MOULDING 


@ TAPESTRY FRAMING 


UHF, VHS & FM RADIO 

- Insurance Work 

-5 Year Guarantee 

- Domestic & Commercial 

~ Latest Equipment & Top Quality Products used 
FREE QUOTES & PENSION ER DISCOUNTS 
We won't be beaten on quality or price 


Shellharbour 
4257 4240. 


4276 1900 
Warrawong 


4276 1900 


@ BEVEL MIRRORS 


4228 1337 


MOBILE 0418 424 818 
FAX 4227 1403 


2/28 RALPH BLACK DRV., 
NORTH WOLLONGONG 


Servicing GERROA TO HELENSBURGH 
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PROFILE OF AN AUSTRALIAN SOCCER CLUB 


by BRUCE CAMPBELL 


ONE of the shock starters in this 
New South Wales Super League sea- 
son is west Sydney side, the Fairfield 
Bulls. 

Fresh out of the First Division, and 
with a new coach at the helm, few 
would have expected anything other 
than a mid-table spot in the first sea- 
son in the top flight. 

In fact, chatting with coach Joe 
Watson before the season started that 
looked exactly like what he was hop- 
ing for. 

Back then, and with still a couple 
of weeks to go before kick off he 
said: “To be honest I’d settle with the 
middle of the table. 

“Its hard to say what will happen 
until you start to play competitive 
games. 

“This is my first season with. the 
Bulls and I suppose a lot of things 
could happen.” 

Watson, one of the best midfielders 
Australia had in the 70s and 80s, was 
then still looking to sign a few key 
players — as well as his assistant 
coach. 

But he got the personnel he wanted 
and since then the Ram Scoreboard 
in Inside Soccer has told the weekly 
story. 

Even if the new guys don’t keep up 
the blistering pace they have set 
themselves in this first season, and 
there is nothing to suggest that they 

won’t, Watson has already sounded 
the warning that the Bulls will be a 
force to reckon with. 


THE CLUB was formed in 1971 as 
‘Assyrian’, playing its soccer in the 
Southern Districts Association sec- 
ond division. 

That is light years away from the 
slick, professional outfit of today but 


even then the ambition of the club 
was evident. 

In that first year they were pro- 
moted to the Southern Districts first 
division after winning the second 
division Grand Final. 


Fairfield Bulls a queat 
1999 Super League season 


SPECIALS 


9kg GAS/BBQ 


CYLINDERS 
$49.95 empty 


BBQ GAS REFILL 
$6.95 4.5KG 
$9.95 9KG 
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1972 also saw the club now known 
as the Bulls record a massive 13-0 
win over Liverpool Invicta —a record 
which still stands today as their big- 
gest ever win. 

Three years in the SD first division 
saw a move into the old Inter Subur- 
ban league — and, 
after winning the 
Grand Final and 
League double, the 
Bulls applied for, 
and were granted, 
membership of the 
NSW League. 

By then they had 
changed their name 
to Bonnyrigg Ea- 
gles which in tum 
became. Nineveh 
Eagles in 1982, 
each change re- 
flecting the club’s 
status at that time. 

In 1994 the pres- 
ent title, Fairfield 
Bulls, was adopted by which time 
they had moved into their new sta- 
dium in Edensor Park. 


FORMED: 1971 
CLUB NAMES: 


HONOURS: 


during the 
1999 Super League season 


‘TEL: (02) 9 


A fairly quick climb through the 
league rankings saw them promoted 
into the fifth division in 1978, third 
in 1979 and second in 1981. 

Changes in league structure saw 
them slide back down into what was 
called the Inter Urban First Division 


FAIRFIELD BULLS SOCCER CLUB 


1971-1975 Assyrian 
1976-1981 Bonnyrigg Eagles 
1982-1993 Nineveh Eagles 
from 1994 Fairfield Bulls 


Grand Final wins: 1972, 1976, 1978, 1994, 1998 

Runners-Up: 1973, 1977 

Premierships: 1976, 1978, 1998 

Runners-Up: 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977 
MOST LEAGUE GOALS IN A SEASON: 83 (1976) 
HOME GROUNDS: 

1972-1991 St Johns Park 

from 1992 Nineveh Field 


from 1983 until 1986 but in 1993 the 
Bulls were promoted back into the 
second division. 


all of the best 


723 3848 
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This time they kept going, and after 
a two year spell which saw them 
crowned champions they were pro- 
moted to the penultimate level, first 
division. 

Four hard years of consolidation 
was eventually rewarded when they 
finally won the 
first division 
Grand Final last 
year after having 
already clinched 
the first division 
league premier- 
ship. And the 
kind of dedica- 
tion which has 
seen the rise and 
rise of the Bulls 
was also paral- 
leled- in youth 
league football 
when they were 
promoted to the 
NSW Soccer 
federation’s 
youth league this season after 28 
years in Southern Districts soccer. 

This season the club fields teams in 
Under 13, 14, 15 and Under 16 
grades of the NSWSF Youth League. 

Because of changes to the league’s 
structure the Bulls have been imme- 
diately: promoted to Division 1 
status. The career path for players at 
the Bulls doesn’t stop there either, 
because the club also has a team in 
the Under 11 and Under 12 NSWSF 
Cadet League, newly formed this 
year. 

“Our membership of the Southern 
Districts is continuing,” says Em- 
manuel Kanna, “and this year we will 
be fielding two additional youth 
sides, one Under 17 and an Over 35s. 

“1999 will be a very full and occu- 
pying year.” 

The club has prepared for this sea- 
son and, trials and training for the 
youth and cadet teams started. way 
back in November — making it al- 
most twelve months of continual 
soccer, 


Former City star 


guiding Bull 
new heights 


THIS season started well for 
Fairfield Bulls, an outstanding 3-1 
away win over Ryde City at 
Wentworth Park. 

“Tt was good to win there because 
it brought back a lot of old memo- 
ries,” said coach Joe Watson. 

Watson had played at the ground 
regularly in his days with Sydney 
City. 

The inner city ground is already 
proving a good trip for the Bulls and 
they got another away win their, this 
time 3-1 over Eastern Suburbs, Wat- 
son's old club: 

The former Socceroo would have 
had no problems with that, demand- 
ing professional standards from both 
his players and himself. 

“l had good times at the club and 
when they were the Sydney Cosmos 
it looked like things would move 
along,” says the -man they call Jinky 
Joe. 

“But things change in football and 
when | was offered a chance at the 
Bulls I took it. 

“I am as ambitious as the next man 
and I would like to think that we 
could do good thing here. 

“The club has a very nice social 
set-up with outstanding premises at 
Nineveh. 

“The ground itself is being up- 
graded too and a stand has recently 
been built. 

“The club has the space to do good 
things here and I am sure that it will 
continue to grow.” 


Jinky Joe Watson in his playing days with the star-studded Sydney City side. 


Now he is setting the park alight again, as a coach of the high flying 
Fairfield Bulls 


No doubts about talent 
or commitment 


MAKING their mark in the Super 
League has certainly not surprised 
the club’s officials. 

“We have a strong squad,” says 
Sargon Makko. 

“We have strengthened last year’s 
team by adding another seven players 
with previous Super League or NSL 
experience.” 

New signings include George Za- 
betakis (Hurstville City), Sam Lo- 
tocco (Sydney Olympic), Paul 
Bourke and Martin Driene 
(Leichhardt Tigers), Jason Falzon 
(Parramatta Eagles) and Michael 
Vrankovic and Sean Cahill 
(Wollapeons White Eagles). 

Matthew Borg has also returned to 
the club from Ryde City while Dar- 
ren Tocca is a former Marconi player 
and Australian youth international. 


Regular keeper Dragan Pupovac, 
who has become almost a fixture in 
Sydney soccer, will be well chal- 
lenged by Sean Cahill who played 
with last season’s Illawarra Champi- 
ons although he missed the Grand 
Final with a shoulder injury. 

Last Sunday the Bulls were. up 
against it with a home fixture against 
Super League leaders Macarthur 
Rams. 

But at the end of a hectic and 
rough-and-tumble 90 minutes the 
Bulls have proven once and for all 
that they have the talent and commit- 
ment to make the grade at the highest 
level. 

That is justification of Makko's 
confidence. 

And it may be too early to talk 
about a finals place, unless you ask 


DUNTROON PUBLISHING 


their wiley coach. 

“I don’t know,” hedges Joc Wat- 
son. 

“We've got a good team and we 
have just proved that we can mix it 
with the best. 

“Whether or not we can do that 
over a whole season remains to be 
seen. 

“But there is only one way to find 


out 

“Will we make it to the playoffs 
and then the Grand Final? 

“Those are big questions. 

“All I can say is that we have a 
good, committed teatn both on and 
off the park and everybody has the 
ambition to do well. 

“Against Macarthur we also proved 
that we have the talent.” 

Of that there is no doubt. 


Suite 4/5, 108 Railway Street 
CORRIMAL, NSW 2518 
Publishers of Australia’s Number One 
selling soccer publication 
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senior grade players 


Dragan Pupovac 
Sean Cahill 
Adam Eshq 
Martin Driene 
Nikoila Mandic 
Robbie Grubba 
George Zabetakis 
Slavatore Larocca 
Sasho Talevski 


.| Jason Falzon 


Mark Hoenselaars 
Matthew Borg 

Paul Bourke 

Chris Giometti 
Phil Treharn 
Michael Vrankovic 
Richard Giometti 
Darren Iocca 
Rchard Varga 


| Jeffrey Suzor 


Gelvin Shuk 
Jason Hallaby 
Nathan Cuneen 
David Sawina 
Michael Lemezina 
Javier Gelos 
Martin Batalla 
Wayne Spiteri 
Adrian Blanko 
Edward Pintos 
Steven Jacobs 
Edvin Sejranovic 
Allan Wawi 

Jako Misic 

Nick Maslinkoski 


TUM. 


DOORS. 


+ BELLEVUE SPECIALISES IN REPLACE- 
MENT AND REPRODUCTION WINDOWS 


AND DOORS 


¢ FLY SCREENS AND SECURITY DOORS ARE 


AVAILABLE 


Pee 
AMS 


EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN AND PERFORM.- 
ANCE IN BOTH TIMBER AND ALUMIN- 


BELLEVUE PRODUCTS INCLUDE DOUBLE 
HUNG, CASEMENT, AWNING AND SLID- 
ING WINDOWS, ALL CUSTOM MADE. 


‘BELLEVUE HAS A GREAT RANGE OF SLID- 
ING, BI-FOLD, FRENCH AND HINGED 


FREE QUOTES ALL AREAS 


(02) 9729 0033 


youth grade 


Travis Glen 
Robert vadala 
Gabriel Anorga 
Andrew Teni 
Daniel Tosolini 
Phong Tran 

Sam Masri 
Severio Quattrone 
David ‘Urso 
Simon Emmanuel 
Daniel Morin 
Andrew King 
atthew Spinks 
Stephen Viski 
Sammy Karam 
Ashur Daoud 
Simon Zahra 
Aaaon sawina 
Lupco Najdoski 
Tin Myde 


: SHOWROOM: 
SS mies Unit 2/25-27 Redfern Street, 
Wishing Fairfield Bulls weryiioses Super League clubs a Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 
successful 1999 season FAX: (02) 9757 4330 
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ePORTS FACTORY 


SHOP 50 (upper level) 

NEETA CITY SHOPPING CENTRE 
SMART STREET, FAIRFIELD 

Tel: (02) 9727 9022 Fax: (02) 9727 9395 


BALLS LICENSED FOR NSWSF. MATCHES 


LOTTO SIZE 3 SIZE.4 SIZE 5 
LOGO ELITE MATCH $88.75 
TACTO MATCH $52.55 
STADIO LOGO MATCH $46.85 
CHAMPIONATO MATCH $88.85 
SQUADRO-PRO MATCH $30.95 $31.65 $31.65 
TROFFO MATCH $25.50 $24.75 $25.50 
EUROPA TRAINING $18.50 $18.50 $18.50 
AREA TRAINING $15.95 $15.95 $15.95 
MITRE ULTIMAX MATCH $110 
PRO MAX MATCH $87.50 
MONDE MATCH $63.50 
COMSIC/MUDNIAL MATCH $49.50 
ULTIMA EURO FLARE MATCH $49.50 
PREMIER LEAGUE.ULTIMA MATCH $38.50 $38.50 $38.50 
MAXIMA MATCH mr 2790 $27.90 $27.90 
ERE MATCH $24.20 $24.20 $24.20 
DEMON TRAINING $22.50 $22.50 
TEMPO TRAINING $17.25 $17.25 $17.25 
AZTECA TRAINING $15.95 
RAM MERINO MATCH $55.95 
CROMARK MATCH $37.75 $44.90 
RYELAND MATCH $30.55 
RYELAND MATCH $27.40 $27.40 
DORSET TRAINING $20.75 $20.75 $20.75 
CORMOR TRAINING $16.95 ele 3) $16.95 
REAL MONDIAL $67.50 
ESPANA $48.95 
MEXICO $42.90 $42.90 
NAPOLI $26.90 $26.90 
SANTOS 18P $19.95 $19.95 $19.95 
SANTOS 32P $19.95 $19.95 $19.95 
ROMA $16.50 $16.50 $16.50 
BALLS NOT LICENSED FOR NSWSF OFFICIAL MATCHES 
KOS EUROPA $21.95 $21.95 
COMPETITION $14.35 $14.35 $14.35 
STRIKER $13.65 $13.65 $13.65 
MAJESTIC $12.90 $12.90 $12.90 
CLASSIQUE B1935 ieee) $11.35 
TIANGO $10.70 $10.70 $10.70 
ADIDAS TRICOLORE $25.00 
PUMA CELLERATOR $65.00 
KING $65.00 
KING TRAINING $32.95 
SOCCER $20.95 
SOCCER $19.75 
SOCCER $18.95 


SPORTS FACTORY BALLS 


ARE ALSO THE CHEAPEST ON THE MARKET TODAY 
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SPORTS GRIPS ar 
BOOT & SOCK GARTERS Ww 


ABOUT SPORTS GRIPS: 
Sports Grips are an Australian made product, manufactured from neoprene rubber and velcro gripping. Fitted firmly around the 
sporting boot/shoe Sports Grips prevents laces from moving and holds socks firmly up. Sports Grips also hold protective 
clothing firm to the body (e.g. shin guards). 
In the past insulation tape was used to hold laces firmly to the sporting shoe. Although éffective, tape was messy and when 
discarded also delivered an environmental problem with scores of tape littering our parks and sporting fields. 
Sports Grips are the answer. 
Sports Grips are: 
Confortable 
Washable 
Re-usable ; 
Environmentally Friendly 
Proudly Australian made 
PRICE PER PACE: 
Sizes Children — adults 
RRP: $9.95 
HOW TO ORDER: 
To place your order contact Paul Eldridge at Sports Grips on.02 9380 9594 or 0419 905 765. Alternatively simply fax us your 
order with your payment details. 
Full payment is required prior to delivery of stock, by either cash, cheque or credit card. 
Delivery is 7-14 days from receipt of order. A freight and handling charge applies to all orders under $500. 


Sports Grips prices are negotiable for orders over 500 units. Sports Grips can be ordered in a variety of different colours and 
patterns 


SPORTS GRIPS 
PO Box L70, South Maroubra, NSW 2038 
Tel/Fax: (02) 93143089 Mobile: (0419) 905 765 


SAVE YOUR BUSINESS DOLLARS 


with 
INSIDE SOCCER’S. 
SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTS 
Discounted advertising is available in 
our special feature supplements; 
‘FITNESS FOR FOOTBALL 
(1st Tuesday of the month) 
FOOTBALL ROCKS THE NET 
(Srd Tuesday of the month) 
BOOTS’N’ BALLS 
(last Tuesday of the month) 
Whether you own a sports shop, a computer store, a 
gymnasium or are involved in any soccer-related 
activitiy we have a feature for you. 


Women’s Soccer: The Algarve Cup 


Match 1: Demark 1 Australia 1 


Starr sent 
packing 


A controversial sending 
off marred the Australian 
women's soccer team's 1- 
1 draw against Denmark 
in its opening match of 
the Algarve Cup at the 
Estadio St Luis ground 
on Sunday. 

It was Australia's first 
match against the sev- 
enth-ranked Danes since 
its’ 5-0 loss in the 
1995 World Cup and it 
dominated the first half, 
scoring in the 19th min- 


ute. 

In the 6lst minute, 
Australian fullback 
Bridgette Starr was sent 
off under bizarre 
circumstances. 


Starr grappled for the 
ball with Lene Jensen 
after Australia was 
awarded a throw-in. 

Starr was thrown 
against the fence, then 
Jensen chested up to 
Starr off the field_of play 
as she tried to take the 


throw. 

Starr tapped Jensen on 
the head with the ball and 
the shoving continued 
until the referee stepped 
in, showing the Dane a 
yellow card and Starr a 
red. 

The sending off spurred 
on the Australians and 
they dominated the’ rest 
of the match, scoring in 
the 77th minute through 
Julie Murray. 

Coach Greg Brown had 


Match 2: Portugal 0 Australia 0 


Rare 
highlights 
dull draw 


Australian hopes of 
reaching the final of the 
women's Algarve Cup 


suffered a setback when 
they were held to a 0-0 
draw by host country 
Portugal in the second 
match of the group stage. 

Tt was the first time the 
two countries have met in 
women's soccer and the 
Matildas were 


confident of a good result 
after China had beaten 
Portugal 3-0 in the first 


round. 

The inability to seore 
cost the Australians a 
place in the finals after 
holding the strong Den- 
mark team to a 1-1 draw 
in the opening round. 

Lisa Casagrande came 
the closest to socring in a 


poor Australian display 
when she hit the inside of 
the post in the last ten 


minutes. 

That was a rare high- 
light following a very 
drab and lacklustre first 
half. 

Tt owas 
50th game 
Matildas. 

But Ausytralia were 


Casagarnde’s 
for the 


Match 3: China 2 Australia 0 


Starr moment 
ends Aussie 
hopes 


The Matildas displayed 
their best form of the 
Algarve Cup but were 
defeated 2-0 by Olympic 
silver medallist China in 


the final preliminary 
round match 
played last Friday. 


In a match bristling 
with pace and energy, 
China's two first-half 
goals went unanswered 
by Australia to continue 
China's dream run into 
the final. 

A moment of madness 
ended the contest in the 
28th minute when Aus- 
tralian defender Bridgette 
Starr picked the ball up 
in the penalty box. 

Jin Yang converted the 
tesultant penalty as the 
Matildas continued to 
protest, arguing that 
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Starr handled the ball a 
metre over the byline. 

The assistant referee 
had appeared to raise a 
flag but was not prepared 
to support Australia's 
plea. 

China had taken the 
lead after 17 minutes 
when a_ long-range 
freekick surfed off the 
wall and onto the under- 
side of the crossbar. 

With the goalkeeper 
stranded, three defenders 
shielded the ball inches 
from the line, but 
their failure to clear 


_ proved costly as Liu Ail- 


ing bustled the ball into 
the net. 

The two goals were a 
tragedy for the Matildas 
who had started purpose- 
fully in contrast to 


the earlier matches 
against Denmark and 
Portugal. 

The best passing team 
in the world, China was 
tested to the limit by un- 
derdogs Australia 
who won every statistic 
except the one that mat- 
tered. China could boast 
no more than four shots 
on target and a handful of 
corners for the duration. 

The Matildas twice 


mixed feelings about the 
result. 

"It's a result that looks 
good on paper, but we were 
a bit despondent after- 
wards," Brown said. 

"We didn't start off as 
well as we'd hoped to - we 
just didn't look the part out 
there. 


“Not until the sending off | 


did we start playing. 
“Under the circum- 

stances, the 

probably a fair result.” 


unable to break down a 
packed Potugese defence. 
While it was an outstand- 


ing result for the lowly 
rated home side it proved 
that Australia still has a 
long way to go in interna- 
tional football. 

Golebiowski was the pick 
of a disappointin Australian 
side. 


hammered the crossbar 
with the keeper beaten - 
once from the _ luckless 
Lisa Casagrande, the other 
from Joanne Peters; a curler 


- from 30 metres. 


Julie Murray missed in a 
one-on-one with the Chi- 
nese keeper with 30 min- 
utes remaining, whilst Ca- 


sagrande beat the offside | 


trap in the first half only to 
blast. straight at the 
keeper. 


THE MATILDAS: Traci Bartlett (ACT), Sharon 
Black (SA), Joanne Butland (Qld), Lisa Casagrande 
(ACT), Sarah Cooper (ACT), Alicia Ferguson (Qld), 
Sonia Gegenhuber (Qld), Kelly Golebiowski (NSW), 


Peita-Claire Hepperlin (ACT), Angela Iannotta 
(ACT), Belinda Kitching (Qld), Julie Murray (NSW), 
Joanne Peters (NSW), Kim Revell. (Qld), Cheryl 
Salisbury (NNSW), Bridgette Starr (NSW), Anissa 
Tann-Darby (NSW), Shelley Youman (NNSW). 


draw was | 


AUSTRALIA has per- 
formed miserably in the 
prestigious Algarve 
Cup in Portugal. 

A series of comic- 
book errors, and that 
perennial of Australia 
football, ‘bad luck’, 
| have seen our Matildas 
eliminated with 
scarcely a whimper. 

Women’s soccer is 
the . fastest growing 
sport in Australia, that 
is a fact of which eve- 
ryone involved in pro- 
fessional sport is re- 
minded continually. 

Yet, despite a full 
time programme that 
| makes ‘every single 
| NSL club look like a 
school yard outfit in 
comparison, they have 
failed. 

The ultimate test is 
| just around the corer 


EDITORIAL COMMENT: 


now, the 2000 Olympics. 

It is because the pow- 
ers-that-be have been 
convinced that the 
Matildas are a good 
medal prosect that so 
much money is being 
lashed out on them, 

Yet they have failed to 
tespond to the challenge 
either on the park or off 
it. 

A string of requests for 
media material from this 
publishing house have 
been met with little other 
than press releases which 
continually miss our 
deadline. 

A more cynical person 
than I might think that it 
was deliberate. The laws 
of slander prevent any 
more finger pointing. 

But in the end the real 
thing that counts is re- 
sults, not the supply of 


media information. 

In Algarve the Matildas | 
proved that they were just 
not good enough. | 

They now have another 
chance to atone but sadly 
that is on an even bigger 
stage, the Women's 
World Cup. 

After that it is the real 
biggie. 

My fear is that the fan- 
tastic strides forward 
which were started a dec- 
ade ago by Heather Reid 
are going to be lost as the 
women’s game is buried | 
in post-2000 failure. | 

Thope not. 

But the signs emanating 
from their Canberra HQ, 
or rather the complete 
lack of anything emanat- 
ing from there, are very 
worrying if not down- | 
right ominous. | 

Bruce Campbell 


Match 4: Sweden 1 Australia 1 


Butland 
saves 
Aussies 


The. Matildas placed 
fifth in the: prestigious 
soccer Algarve Cup 
here after defeating 
Sweden 7-6 in a decid- 
‘ing penalty shootout 
after the score was 
locked at 1-1 at the end 
of 90 minutes. 

Goalkeeper Joanne 
Butland, in only her 
third international, 
saved Sweden's eighth 
penalty attempt to give 
Australia the win. 

The victory is espe- 
cially significant as the 
Matildas will next meet 
Sweden in a World 
Cup finals in June. 

Julie Murray 
(pictured) equalised for 


StS 


the Matildas in the 71th 
minute after Sweden had 


¥ 


taken the lead right at 
half time. 


Switzerland on Sunday. 


Blatter. 


18." 


sports federations. 
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The FIFA president revealed 
that the number of women's teams 
| is to be increased from eight to 12 
for the 2004 Games in Athens. 

"Women's football is becoming 
| more and more important,” said 


“We have also increased the 
size of each squad from 16 to 


Blatter’s comments came after a 
meeting of the summer Olympic 


He added that a special confer- 
ence into women's football wili 
be held in Los Angeles in July 
during the Women's World Cup. 


Blatter’s boost for 
Women’s soccer 


WOMEN’S football is going to 
play a bigger role in future Oiym- 
pics declared Sepp Blatter, the 
head of football's ruling bedy, in 


by Paul Harley 


ROCHEDALE Rovers 
stretched their winning 
run to four games with a 
solid 2-0 victory over the 
Ipswich Knights at 
Underwood . Park on 
Saturday night. 

After scoring eleven 
goals in their previous 
two games, Rovers 
started as though they 
intended to continue in 
the same vein. 

As early as the first 
minute, a sharp turn by 


' 


Kieran Cooper gave him 
space at the edge of the 
penalty area, but he 
dragged his shot wide of 
the mark. 

Ten minutes in, a good 
run and cross by Nick 
Alidenes on the left set 
up another chance for 
Cooper. 

His left-foot volley was 
on target, but well saved 
by Knights goalkeeper 
Sam Ferguson low to his 


ROCHEDALE ROVERS 2 (Cooper, Pilic) 


IPSWICH KNIGHTS O 
Venue: Underwood Park 


Rovers: Ross, Brattan, Lane, Harris, Davidson, Fitzsimmons, Ditton, Pilic, 


Alidenes, (Anderson), Cooper, (Good), Olley, (Monement) 
Knights: Ferguson, Caldwell, Seeley, Scott, Drinkeld, Evans, Adams, 
McKendrick, (Hallett), Gacesa, (Smenzel), Clark, (Hinks), Vogler 


Ref: Doug Prentice 


Assistants: Brendan Carius, Tony Oliveira 


right. 

Four minutes later, the 
same two combined for 
Rovers opening goal. 

Alidenes pounced on a 


te 


" a ty 


loose ball in midfield, his 


accurate pass 

Cooper clear. 
He made it third time 

lucky, calmly slotting the 


sending 


ball around the 
outrushing Ferguson 
from 15 metres. 


Knights hadn’t been 
seen in attack so far, but 
from .the restart, Trevor 
Evans sent a long range 
effort wide of goal. 

Two minutes later, a 


Wayne Adams comer 
deceived the home 
defence, only to bounce 
off the near post. 

Nick Seeley fired the 


rebound narrowly over 
the top. 

Rovers threatened 
again in the 18" minute, 
Matt Olley setting up 
David Pilic, but Ferguson 
saved bravely at his feet. 

At the other end, 
Graham Ross had to do 
likewise as John Clark 
burst through. 

Knights missed an 
excellent chance to 
equalise after 28 minutes. 


Clever play by Peter 
Vogler in midfield 
released Clark, but at the 
end of a 40 metre run on 
goal, he shot weakly wide 


with only Ross to beat. 
Both sides missed 
chances as half time 
approached. 
In the 39° minute, 
Brad Ditton set up Olley 
whose shot produced 


-another fine save from 


Ferguson. 

Knights responded, a 
rocket shot from the 
comer of the area by 
Evans bringing out the 
best in Ross, leaping to 


his left to palm the ball 
out. 

A minute later, Ross 
again saved bravely at 
Clark’s feet. 

And in the last action 
of the half, Ditton ran 
onto a, pinpoint cross 
from Steve Fitzsimmons, 
but his shot went wildly 
over the bar. 

In contrast to the first 
45 minutes, the second 
half was something of a 
non event. 

Adams received a 
yellow card seven 
minutes in for holding 
back an opponent, but 
that was the only incident 
of note until past the 
midpoint of the half. 

On the 27 minute mark, 
Knights’ Stewart 
Drinkeld swung over a 
cross from the left which 
evaded the Rovers 
defence and fell perfectly 
for Clark at the back post. 

However his attempted 
shot connected with fresh 
air and a grateful Ross 
grabbed the ball before 
he could try again. 


Knights were made to 
pay as Rovers went 


- Straight to the other end 


and increased their lead. 
Cooper turned 
provider, a defence 
splitting ball finding Pilic 
arriving at pace in the 
area to slide his shot 
beyond the advancing 
keeper into the net. - 
Clint Scott became the 
second Knights player 
cautioned four minutes 
later for a nasty challenge 


QUEENSLAND PREMIER LEAGUE BIG MATCH UPDATE 
Rovers keep up 
pressure at top 


from behind on Pilic. 

Knights then made a 
belated attempt to take 
something from the 
game, but were denied 
even a consolation goal 
by Ross, having more to 
do in a hectic three 
minute spell than in the 
Test of the game. 

Acrobatic saves from 
Evans and Seeley were 
particularly impressive. 

In the end, a deserved 
win for Rochedale, to 
keep up the pressure on 
current pacesetters 
Brisbane Lions. 

They will now be in 
confident mood for next 
week’s visit to reigning 
premiers Brisbane City. 

Knights will be hoping 
for a bit more punch up 
front when they entertain 
struggling Wynnum. - 


AND Tony Moran 
reports that in other 
Round 5 matches 
Brisbane Lions continued 
their 100% record in the 
Queensland Premier 
League last Saturday 


night, when they 
travelled north to 
Bundaberg and beat the 
Waves by 3-2. 

Goals from- Warren 
Allen, Stephen Starr and 
ex-Striker Vedran 
Becirbegovic were 
countered by one apiece 
from Paul Fagan and 
Greg Thomas. 

Seen as their biggest 
test to date, Lions came 
through with flying 
colours, with coach 


Miron Bleiberg saying 
that his current squad is 
possibly the best that he 
has coached at Richlands 
in his five year tenure so 
far. 


With the Mount 
Gravatt versus Brisbane 
City fixture postponed 
due to heavy rain on 
Saturday, Taringa Rovers 
jumped into third place 
(behind Rochedale) after 
struggling to overcome 
bottom placed Toow- 
oomba:by 1-0. 

The only goal of the 
game came from another 
ex-Brisbane Striker 
Andrew Packer in the 
first half. 

The only other game of 
the weekend saw 
Wynnum record their 
first win with a 3-1 
victory over the Gold 
Coast. 

Scott Rocker for 
Wynnum and Steve Mack 
for the Coast scored in 
the first half, to see the 
teams go in at the break 
level. 

Another from 


Rocker, and a third from 
Anthony Roche killed off 
the Gold Coast challenge, 
leaving Toowoomba 
alone at the foot of the 
table. 

Next week sees all five 
games played on the 
Sunday - due to the 
Strikers being at home - 
with the top four teams 
facing off. Brisbane City 
host Rochedale, whilst 
Lions are at home to 
Taringa Rovers. 


one 


ALAN NIVEN 
TESTIMONIAL 


Brisbane Lions SC, 


Richlands, 


Friday night, 
26th March, 
8.30pm kick off 
Admission $5.00 


all proceeds to the family 
of the late Alan Niven, 
former Socceroo 
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NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


With Roy Hay 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


THERE ‘were only two 
matches played in the 
Southem Division this 
week, with Melbourne 
Knights recording a 
three-two win over Bul- 
leen Inter at the Veneto 
Club on Thursday and 
Carlton having a four-nil 
away win at Myrtleford 
against Albury Wodonga. 


Bulleen v Knights 

The only goal of the first 
half in the Bulleen- 
Knights game came from 
defender Michael Bosev- 
ski of the Knights after 
41 minutes. 

Xzehair Suliemani 
equalised for Bulleen in 
49 and nine minutes later 
Mimo Orlando converted 
a penalty to put the home 
team in front. 

Serhat Hulusi got his 
second goal in successive 
games putting the 
Knights on terms again in 
79 and with four minutes 


left to play young Robert -- 


Senes, playing his first 
game for the youth team 
after being promoted 
from the juniors scored 
the winner to give him- 
self a game to remember. 


Carlton v Albury 

Carlton had four-nil win 
at Albury with the goals 
being spread among four 
players. Daniel Debeve., 
Marco lIacobaccia, re- 


cently picked up from 
Buileen, Carmello Im- 
piombato and Izzy Erdo- 
gan were the scorers. 


THE match between 
South Melbourne and the 
VIS was postponed to 
save the pitch at Bob 
Jane Stadium after the 
recent heavy rain in Mel- 
bourne. 

Gippsland Falcons had 
the bye. 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


BY contrast in the North- 
ern Division ten games 
were played since the last 
report. 


Midweek 

Going back to last week 
NSWIS beat ACTAS by 
five goals to one. 

Then on Wednesday, it 
went down to Wollon- 
gong’ Wolves by two 
goals to one in a Round 2 
catch up game. 

Tailan Martin scored 

for the Institute and 
Graeme Goodfellow and 
Saso Petrovski for the 
Wolves. 
Also on Wednesday Mar- 
coni Fairfield downed 
Sydney United two-nil. 
Luke Tomich scored one 
goal. but the other was 
not available. 

This was a Round 17 
catch-up. 


Newcastle v AIS 


Round 25 got under way 
on Friday with a high- 
quality one-all “draw be- 
tween the Newcastle 
Breakers and the AIS, 
Tony Majurovski 
equalised for the Break- 
ers after Kevo Gulusse- 
tian scored his 18th of 
the season for the AIS. 


Spirit v ACTAS 
On Saturday Norther 
Spirit downed the AC- 
TAS by four goals to nil. 
Daniel Watkins scored 
twice at either end of the 
game, in 6 and 76 min- 
utes. 
Antonio Faria and Paul 
Foster scored in 23 and 
25 minutes respectively. 


Marconi v United 
Marconi Fairfield beat 
Sydney United Colts 
two-one, with Mark Hag- 
gar getting both goals for 
Marconi. one from the 
spot, to take his tally to 
twenty for the season so 
far. Frank lorfino scored 
the only. goal for the 
Colts. 


Wolves v Spirit 

Wollongong Wolves had 
a five-one win over 
Northern Spirit Colts and 


the highlight was a hat-- 


trick by Steve Karava- 
takis. 

Paul Tuturevski also 
scored, but the fifth goal 
was not accounted for, 
and neither was the Colts' 


contributor. 


QAS v United 

QAS hung on to beat 
Sydney United by three 
goals to two, thus scoring 
an odd goal- win this 
week, compared with last 
week's odd goal loss .to 
Marconi Colts. 

Steven Bosevski and 
Steven Jordan scored for 
United in 53 and 39 min- 
utes respectively. 

For QAS it was Owen 
Filewood after half an 
hour, John McKain in 35 
minutes and the winner 
from Lawrence Drake in 


NSW Institute of Sport 
78. Simon. Catanzaro 
opened for the Institute in 
NSWIS v Wolves 50 minutes, Alex Leris 


NSWIS then hammered 
Wollongong Wolves 
Colts by six goals to one, 
but you would not have 
imagined this result after 
wie Colts led one-nil at 


the break. 
Brendan Santalab 
scored for the Institute. 


At half. time Nauhel 
Arrarte came off the 
bench to be clearly man 
of the match, converting 
two penalties and con- 
tributing a sensational 
volley in the 76th minute. 


scored a rare goal to 


“make it three, after the 


first of Arrarte's spot 
kicks. 

Dylan McAllister got a 
nice placed header after 
good build-up for the 
fourth goal. 


Olympic v Marconi 

On Sunday Sydney 
Olympic Academy 
downed Marconi Colts 
by three goals to one, two 
coming from Chri Seitis 
and one from Joe Dia. 


The Marconi goalscorer 
was not available. 


Olympic v Marconi 
Finally in the clash of the 
giants between Sydney 
Olympic and Marconi 
Fairfield played at Mar- 
coni Stadium, Olympic 
dominated, missed many 
chances but eventually 
ran out three-one win- 
ners. 

The goals came from 
John Karavatakis, Carlos 
Gonzalez and Adrian 
Cervinski but. it could 
have been more. 


ACTSF FEDERATION CUP MATCH UPDATE: ROUND 1 


BY Nick Gouth 


LAST Tuesday Soccer 


Canberra held its draw 
for the annual Federation 
Cup competition. 

The event was held at 
the Legislative Assembly 
and included Bill Ste- 
faniak, ACT Minister for 
Sport; Craig Smith, Gen- 
eral Manager of WIN 
TV; and Steve Doszpot, 
President of Soccer Can- 
berra: 

"We're looking forward 
to getting more involved 
in-soccer" said WIN TV 
General Manager, Craig 
Smith. 

The station is already 
involved with local soc- 
cer through its sponsor- 
ship of the Canberra Cos- 
mos. 

The competition has 
been modified. 

There will be four 
pools of four teams play- 
ing in a round robin for- 
mat. 

The top two teams from 
each group will continue 
to the quarter-finals. 

The 16 teams in the 
Federation Cup come 
from the ten that make up 
the Premier League Divi- 
sion | plus six from Divi- 
sion 2. 

The top 3 teams from 
last season were seeded 
into Pools 1 to 3 and the 
rest drawn randomly. 

The first round was 
played last Sunday, Pools 
1 and 2 will then play 
their second matches on 
Tuesday March 23 whilst 


ACT MINISTER FOR SPORT Bill Stefaniak: opened the Federation Cup 


Pools 3 and 4 are to play 
on Thursday March 25 
with all teams backing up 
again on Sunday March 
28 for the final games of 
the pool matches. 

Each pool contains at 
least two teams from Di- 
vision 1, with Pool 1 be- 
ing the strongest of them 
all. 

In that pool there is 
defending Cup holder, 
Belconnen United who 
start up with a tough 
match against Gungahlin 
Juventus. - 


Also- in this pool are 
Weston Creek and White 
Eagles. 

Belconnen United 
coach Lino Fiorese said 
"we have one hard game 
after another. 

“We'll look at ourselves 
for the first game and 
hopefully get the ball 
rolling early." 

Pool 2 contains two of 
the teams that made the 
Top 4 competition last 
year, Monaro and Capital 
City Suns. 

They will play cach 


other in the first match 
whilst Cooma play Tug- 
geranong United. 
Monaro and the Suns are 
expected to be too good 
for their opponents, 

Bill Dojcinoski stated 
that he felt this was a fair 
draw. 

"We played Monaro 
first up last season as 
well. I'm pretty happy." 

In Pool 3 Canberra 
Olympic face up to Divi- 
sion 2 strong team Aus- 
tralian National Univer- 
sity whilst Division 1 
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newcomers, Burns Club 
will play last season's 
State League champions 
Belwest Foxes, ; 

One would expect 
Olympic to come 
through, but the second 
position is very much up 
for grabs. 

Olympic coach Baz 
Giampaolo was not wor- 
tied about the draw say- 
ing that "it's a settler for 
everyone and will be 
good to get a few extra 
games under our belt." 

Finally, Pool 4 contains 
Canberra Deakin ‘ who 
start off with O'Connor 
Knights and the two Di- 
vision 1 teams University 
of Canberra and Quean- 
beyan City. 

Deakin are expected to 
romp home in this pool 
with second place most 
likely going to the stu- 
dents. 

New Deakin coach lan 
Shaw was teal happy 
with the draw and, like 
Giampaolo, sees the ini- 
tial three games as a good 


.warm-up. 


"Pool 4 is a good spot 
to be in,” he said. 

The quarter-finals are 
set down for Monday 
April Sth, but this may 
change owing to the clash 
with the Canberra Cos- 
mos and their game 
against Sydney United 
that evening. 

The semi-finals are to 
be played on Wednesday 
April 28th with the Final 
on Sunday May 16th. 
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Goals, fire 


and 


action in 
opening 
round 


GOALS were a plenty in 
each of the eight Federa- 
tion Cup matches last 
Sunday. 

Nearly an average of 
six goals per match pro- 
vided the small crowds 
with plenty of excite- 
ment. 

There were no surprises 
in the first round with all 
seeded teams winning 
comfortably. 

In Pool 1, current hold- 
ers of the Cup, Belcon- 
nen United put six past 
fellow Division 1 team 
Gungahlin Juventus who 
could only manage a soli- 
tary score whilst four 
goals from Steve Lazzari 
helped Weston Creek to a 
7-0 thrashing of White 
Eagles. 

Pool 2 provided the 
closest results of the day 
with Monaro taking a 3-1 
win over Capital City 
Suns into the next round 
and newly rebuilt Tug- 
geranong failing 1-3 to 
the less fancied Cooma, 


Jamison Oval, the loca- 
tion for Pool 3, was 
where the scorers were 
on fire. 

Newly promoted Burns 
Club beat Belwest Foxes 
5-2 having also missed a 
penalty whilst Canberra 
Olympic blanked ANU 7- 
0 with Eli Salioum scor- 
ing a hatrick. : 

The last grouping saw 
the only draw of the first 
round when Queanbeyan 
City lifted themselves in 
the last quarter to equal- 
ise whilst O'Connor 
Knights were no match 
for the powerful Can- 
berra Deakin. 

Pools I and 2 will now 
play on Tuesday night 
whilst Pools 3 and 4 are 
to play on Thursday eve- 
ning. 

The’ venues to be used 
are Deakin Oval and the 
Australian Institute of 
Sport. 

Following this all teams 
are to return to the field 
for Round 3 next Sunday. 


NSW SUPER LEAGUE BIG MATCH UPDATE 


Berries find 
winning form 


by Patrick Galloway. 


LAST Sunday night saw 
the well-drilled Canter- 
bury Marrickville take on 
and defeat a struggling 
Leichhardt Tigers outfit 
two goals to nil. 

Leichhardt's form over 
the past two weeks has 
been disappointing. 

They've seen no less 
than five goals beat 
keeper Frank Mikuletic, 
while in terms of scoring 
over the same time pe- 
riod - the side has been 
goal-less. 

The opening to the 
match saw both sides 


tussling for domination - 
the quick footed Jim Ni- 
kas a constant source of 
trouble for the Leichhardt 
defence. 

Nikas combined with 
the likes of Jane Talcev- 
ski and Nick Bosevski on 
countless occasions for 
some delightful one 
touch football outside the 
opposition box. 

However, the boys 
from Leichhardt were up 
fo the task and held the 


CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE 2 (Tsigolis, Talcevski) 
LEICHHARDT TIGERS 0 


Venue: Henson Park 


Man of the Match: Jim Nikas CANTERBURY 


home team scoreless. 

Leichhardt relied heav- 
ily on a counter-attacking 
game, complimented by 
the nippy Hasan Kdouh 
and Chris Landsdown, 
who received good serv- 
ice from central mid- 
fielder David James and 
Jay Anderson, who 
tucked in behind the 
striking pair throughout 
most of the match. 

The match was sparked 


attack, with Jay Anderson 
providing a _ perfectly 
weighted through ball to 
Chris Landsdown, who 
drilled the ball into the 
feet of Steve Tolios from 
just inside the penalty 
area. 

A superb save - one of 
three during the after- 
noon, 

Bo": «7223 went to the 
break without a goal to 
their credit, indicative of 


Fairfield Bulls Jason Falzon 


into life in the 23rd min- 
ute, when the first real 
chance fell to Canter- 
bury's Jim Nikas after a 
crafty one-two with 
Bosevski just outside the 


area. 

The strike was parried 
by a diving Frank Miku- 
Ietic, who looked to have 
the shot covered from the 
outset. 

From the comer Leich- 
hardt. cleared and 
launched a counter- 


the lack of chances in the 
opening forty-five min- 
utes. 

However, the second 
half was to be a different 
story, with Leichhardt’s 
hopes for a win disap- 
pearing about as quick as 
did the light at Henson 
Park. 

Just six minutes after 
the break, after some 
good lead up play from 
Jane Talcevski, a bustling 
run from Simon Fedele 


saw him brought down in 
the box after a David 
James tackle went wrong. 

Michael Tsigolis 
stepped up to take the 
kick, calmly sending 
Mikuletic to his left and 
then stroking the ball 
straight down the middle. 

Leichhardt tried in vein 
to get back in the match, 
with some penetrating 
runs from Hasan Kdouh, 
whose determination and 


heart was obvious. 

His tussle with Bryan 
Raeburn was a highlight, 
the pair having been spo- 
ken to on two occasions 
after some heated ex- 
changes. 

In the 59th minute the 
pair were both yellow 
carded from a linesman's 
report, which saw the 
substitution of the enig- 


matic Raeburn. 
In the 66th minute 
Canterbury had an excel- 


fent chance to extend 
their lead after Nikas 
cheekily pinched the ball 
from Leichhardt stopper 
Anthony Tesoro on the 
halfway line. 

Nikas scooted away but 
was then run down by a 
red-faced Tesoro, who 
made up for his error 
with an excellent cover- 
ing tackle. 

Canterbury sat back a 
little in the closing 
twenty minutes, allowing 
Leichhardt a little more 
time to compose their 
attacks from the back. 

More often than not 
Canterbury diffused the 
situation through some 
heavy tackling from cap- 
tain Matt Percy. 

Percy was rock solid 
throughout the match 
inspiring his troops to lift 
just that little bit more. 

In the 88th minute they 
did. 

Some good work on the 
right flank from second 
half substitute Zoran Hlic 
saw the ball played in to 
a waiting Jane Talcevski, 
who tumed and fired it 
into the bottom right 
hand comer, past a des- 
perate Frank Mikuletic. » 

The final whistle saw 
an excellent win realised 
for the Berries, who con- 
sequently leap-frog 5th 
placed Leichhardt in their 
move up the ladder, 
while Leichhardt were 
left with plenty to think 
about. 

Both teams next take 
the field this Sunday. 

Canterbury will make 
the journey Wentworth 
Park for what stands to 
be a very interesting 


clash with Eastern Sub- 
urbs, while Leichhardt 
return to Lambert Park 
for the first time in three 
weeks, looking to tum 
the tables against a very 
dangerous Ryde City 
outfit. 


AND in other Super 
League action second 
played first in the tie of 
the round at Nineveh 
Field on Sunday night, 
with the newly promoted 
Fairfield Bulls playing 
Macarthur Rams. 

The Bulls have caused 
some upsets already this 
season, and did so again 
in this Round 7 match, 
defeating the previously 
unbeaten Rams 3-2 in a 
thriller. 

Matthew Borg gave the 
home side a 1-0 lead after 
13 minutes, before David 
Reid finished well to 
make it 1-1. 

Borg was then brought 
down in the penalty area 
after 25 - minutes, but 
mindful that he missed a 
spot kick the week before 
against Eastern Suburbs, 
stepped aside to allow 
Jason Falzon to bury the 
ball into the back of the 


net 

Fairfield continued to 
dominate the game and 
deservedly made it 3-1 
after 50 minutes, courtesy 
of a solo effort by Mark 
Hoenselaars. 

Eric Williams pulled a 
goal back for the Rams 
with just seven minutes 
left, but despite some 
anxious moments the 
Bulls held on for a vic- 
tory that moves them to 
qual first with their op- 


‘ponents. 

Ryde held Blacktown 
to a 1-1 draw at Cromer 
Park, Paul Watkins can- 
celling out an Aaron 
Holst strike. 

There were high scor- 
ing games at Melita Sta- 
dium were Parramatta 
Eagles put five past bot- 
tom club Eastern Sub- 
urbs, and at Jensen Park 
where the home side 
Bankstown City Lions 
beat Sutherland 4-1. 

The Eagles had Grant 
Bard to thank for a hat- 
trick against Eastern Sub- 
urbs, while Bankstown, 
despite losing Michael 
Hawrysiuk last Friday to 
Zoran Matic’s. Adelaide 
City, were too strong for 
the Sharks, who had Jeff 
Summers sent off on the 
half hour mark. 

Bonnyrigg White Ea- 
gles inflicted the Central 
Coast’s second 2-1 home 
defeating the last two 
matches in a game of two 
halves.at Pluim Park. 

The White Eagles 
dominated the first half, 
scoring twice and creat- 
ing many other chances 
that left even the Coasties 
coach Allan Bourke ad- 
mitting: “They were awe- 
some.” 

Goals in the first 22 
minutes from Colin Luff 
and Javier Mancino made 
it look an easy outing for 
Bonnyrigg, but the Coas- 
ties hit back in the second 
period through a spec- 
tacular “Aron Binskin 
goal. Despite creating 
some good chances to 
equalise, the Coasties 
couldn’t snatch the elu- 
sive goal. 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 
SUPER LEAGUE 


ROUND 8 


Saturday 27th March 
Blacktown City Demons v Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Gabbie Stadium, 6:00pm 


Central Coast v Bankstown City Lions 


Pluim Park, 6:00pm 
Sutherland Sharks v Fairfield Bulls 
Seymour Shaw Field, 7:00pm 


Macarthur Rams v Parramatta Eagles 


Lynwood Park, 7:00pm 
Sunday 28th March 
Eastern Suburbs v Canterbury-Marrickville 

Wentworth Park, 3:00pm 
Leichhardt Tigers v Ryde City 

Lambert Park, 3:00pm 


Proudly sponsored by PEPSI 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION INFORMATION SERVICE 


19009 22885 


7Scpermin 
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ILLAWARRA CREDIT UNION BIG MATCH UPDATE 


Kemblawarra 
snatch Cup in 
Illawarra heat 


by Bruce Campbell 


IT WAS a day which 
was more suited to 
jumping into the nearby 
surf than playing football. 

That is one of the 
problems of pre-season 
games although up for 
grabs last Sunday at 
Towradgi Park was the 
Corrimal Leagues Club 
Cup, Iitawarra’s _ first 
trophy of the season. 

Kemblawarra coach 
John Fleming summed it 
up nicely when he said: 
“The pitch was atrocious. 

“It was really hard to 
play any good football 
there. The wind was also 
a lot stronger on the 
ground than it looked like 
from the sidelines. 


“T think that we won 
because we handled the 
conditions better that 
Port.” 

Indeed. The pitch was a 
mess with bumps and 
divots, grass which was 
three inches too long and 
very poor line markings. 

Yet, it was conditions 
that both sides had to 
adapt to and there is little 
doubt that it knocked the 


highly fancied Port- 


Kembla off their stride. 

With just two minutes 
on the clock Paul 
Gaffney put Kembla- 
warra in front with a 
cleverly chipped free kick 
on the edge of the Zebras 
box which beat both the 
wall and ‘keeper Ben 
Harris. 


KEMBLAWARRA 2 (Gaffney, Coelho) 
PORT KEMBLA 1 (Kampas) 


Venue: Towradgi Park 


At that 
looked in 


point 
danger of 
tunning all over last 
year’s beaten Grand 
Finalists. But gradually 
the Zebras_ pulled 
themselves back and 
actually finished the half 
well in control. In those 
last twenty five minutes 
Port’s Paul Robaard was 
excellent. continually 
probing down the right 
and setting up a constant 
string of fine moves. 

But it was from a neat 
one-two worked on the 
other side of the pitch 
that Port drew level; a 
neat move between Barila 
and Kampas ending when 
Port's new striker drove 
low under the advancing 
De Niro., 


Man of the Match: Jason Mathews KEMBLAWARRA 
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they- 


Port looked to have 
taken the lead when 
Pollari, standing in an 


offside position, 
collected the ‘ball 
before racing thirty 
yards. 

With. referee 


Urtovskz waving play 
on the former Marconi 
defender couldn't 
believe his luck. 

After rounding De 
Niro he calmy stroked 
the bali home only for 
the referee to change 
his mind and blow for 
the earlier infringe- 
ment. It wasn’t the only 
time that the man in the 
middle earned the ire of 
Port fans either. 

In the second half he 
tumed down a claim 
for a penalty after 
Bonetig had gone down 
in the box following a 


challenge by 
Sekulovski. 
There had been 


ILLAWARRA 


contact and the refercee 
should have either 
booked Bonetig or 
awarded the penalty. 

He did neither although 
just minutes before he 
had flashed the yellow 
card at Sekulovski when 
the Kemblawarra 
midfielder went down 
full-stretch to grab 
Bonetig around the 
ankles. Incredulously 
Sekulovski claimed a 
dive. 

The second half was a 
lacklustre affair “punct- 
uated by occasional Port 
Kembla forays. Both sdes 
used the interchange rule 
to avoid heat exhaustion 
but it had the added 
effect of robbing the 
game of any fluency. 

Occasionally Bonetig 
showed fleeting glimpses 
of the pace and ball 
control which make him 
the most talented player 
in the league although 


6-Credit Union 


f 


Proud Major Sponsors of: 


® Illawarra Credit Union — Premier League 
@ Illawarra Credit Union — Conference League 
@ Illawarra Credit Union — Bert Bampton Cup 


® Illawarra Credit Union — Primary Schools Cup 


eading the way 
peagn? 


more apparent was Barila’s 
(the Port Kembla version) 
reluctance to release a 
quick pass. 

Port Kembla should have 
wrapped up this game well 
before a Morlando blunder 
allowed the less polished 
Kemblawarra to regain the 
lead. An innoucuous corner 
kick from the left was 
somehow not cleared by 
the Port skipper and 
Coelho nipped through a 
goalmouth scramble to 
blast the ball past a 
stranded Harris. 

Both Kampas and 
Stanizzo did enough to 
show that they will become 
Port’s regular strike force 
although there must be 
doubts about the sieve-like 
central defence. 

Polimenakos, O’Brien 
and Robaard looked the 
part, although in patches. 

Harris was, as ever, 
brilliant in the air and safe 
with the rest but at the back 


the doubts remain. 

Morlando is simply too 
slow as a sweeper while 
Pollari does’t contribute 
enough for a player of his 
ability and experience. — 

It could well be that 
O’Brien, who needs to be 
more involved in the 
game to be better utilised, 
could slip into the 
sweeper’s role. 

Kemblawarra were well 
served by Mathews who 
ran his socks off. 

His matching yellow 
hair and boots might 
make him stand out for 
the media but it was his 
talent on the day which 
made him a deserved 
Inside Soccer Man of the 
Match. 

Port Kembla coach 
Adrain Alston was 
clearly dismayed and his 
only comments after the 
match were: “No excuses, 
we lost but I am very 
disappointed.“ 


ROUND 1: Bert Bampton Knockout Cup 
27 March (all matches 2.30pm kick off) 
Shellharbour City v Highlands United 
Shoalhaven City v Wollongong Olympic 
University v Balgownie Rangers 


Cringila Lions v Dapto 
Bulli v Coniston Lions 
Port Kembla v Fernhill 


Kiama v Warilla Wanderers 

Wollongong White Eagles v Bellambi 
Helensburgh Thistle v Shellharbour United 
Illawarra United v Picton Rangers 
Tarrawanna v Oaks Flat Amateurs 

Western Suburbs v Kemblawarra 

Albion Park v South Coast United 
Corrimal leagues Club v St Elias Cedas 
Lysaghts v Northern United 
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Keith Bond Oval 
Ison Park 
University Ground 
Crehan Park 

Balls Paddock 
Wetherall Park 
King Mickey 
Unanderra Oval 
Helensburgh 
Ulster Avenue 
Tarrawanna Oval 
Harry Graham Park 
Terry Reserve 
Towradgi Park 
Lysaghts 


by Bert van Bedaf 


WITH four clubs relegat- 
ing to the State League 
this season to reduce the 
Victorian Premier League 
from 14 to 12 clubs, the 
pressure at the. bottom 
has never been greater. 

It is already telling 
heavily on Sunshine. 

Rooted to bottom place 
after losing 3-2 to Altona 
Magic last Saturday, it is 
walking the plank and 
staring the deep black sea 
well and truly in the face. 

Still, there are 18 more 
rounds to go and any- 
thing can happen, but the 
mood after. the narrow 
loss was as dark as the 
wet night - and just as 
miserable. 

Sunshine's fifth defeat 
arrived after last week's 
6-1 humiliation at South 
Dandenong. 

Once a proud national 
league club, the Georgies 
only tasted victory at 
home against Preston in 


round 2. 

Draws with Westvale 
and Springvale have 
given them only five 
points from eight starts, 
enough to make any die- 
hard supporter cry. 

Sunshine pulled the 
emergency break a few 
weeks ago and parted 
company with player- 
coach Anthony Cassar. 

Cassar wanted to stick 
with a youth-plan, but the 
Sunshine committee 
wanted to ensure survival 
in the premier league. 

Cassar's successor, 
John Kanesoulis, another 
club stalwart, has taken 
over, also as a player- 
coach, and has the task in 
front of him. 

Against Altona, Sun- 
shine went from 1-0 up to 
3-1 behind getting to 3-2 
in injury time but proving 
unlucky with a few last- 
gasp efforts that went 
wide. 

One attempt also hit the 
post. 

Altona played with ten 
men for just over ten 
minutes when Zoran 
Petrevski was sent off in 
the 78th minute. 

“We created opportuni- 
ties, but we could not 
capitalise on them." 
Kanesoulis -said  after- 
wards, going over the 
match in his mind, want= 
ing to look at the posi- 
lives but finding few 
cheers. 

"We need to put? our 
chances away. 

“If there are no results 
coming, it puts too much 
pressure on the players. 

“We are a young team 
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Looking for 


NSHINE GEORGIES 2 


ALTONA MAGIC 3 


and maybe we're two or 
three experienced players 
short of being a competi- 
tive team. 

“I'm disappointed that 
we lost, but on the other 
hand I'm proud of the 
boys that they didn't drop 
their heads. 

“They fought it out. 

“They showed charac- 
ter. 

“It would have been 
good, if we'd salvaged a 
point away from home," 
he said. 

Sunshine team manager 
Joe Mallia foreshadowed 
a strengthening of the 
troops. 

Already on the bench 
was Allain Fabian, a stu- 
dent from France who 
recently joined the club. 

Experienced Anthony 
Barbieri is expected from 
Bulleen. 


Mallia said the club 
was also dealing with a 
striker from Darwin, 
Mark Katapoulos, who 
had a brief stint with the 
Gippsland Falcons and 
two years in the Greek 
second division. 

Anthony Magnacca is 
expected to. return from 
the Falcons in three 
weeks. 

"We need to get out of 
the relegation zone." 
prominent Sunshine 
member and a former 
president Alf Zahra said 

On the up is Altona. 

They are weaving some 
of their former. Magic 
again and working their 
way out of the relegation 
Zone. 

The triple champion 
parted company with 
their coach Chris Taylor 
after four matches and 
called on former Preston 
player and national 
league champion with the 
Melbourne’ Knights. 
Zoran Trajcevski, to re- 
vive the club's faltering 
fortunes. 

Trajcevski — coached 
Geelong to a champion- 
ship in the lower leagues 
and knows how to win 
titles. 

After a poor start. Al- 
tona is currently tapping 
a richer vein with the 
inclusion of Macedonian 
imports Tony Trifunov 
and Ace Vasilevski in 
midfield and Zlatko 
Ristevski as sweeper for 
the.departéd Dean Fak, 
‘Sava, Rusmir and Sash 
Becvinovski 

Add to that the return 
of striker Zoran Todorov- 


ski and suddenly Altona 
is looking like a winning 
side again. 

Trajcevski 
cautious. 

"There is big pressure 
within the club to again 
teach the top of the pre- 
mier league. 

“1 am optimistic, but 
we can't do it overnighi. 

“We should be ready in 
two or three weeks," Tra- 
jcevski said. _ 

Altona fel! behind after 
34 minutes when Simon 
Micevski tripped Alfonzo 
Opazo inside the box and 
referee Rick Arturi 
pointed to the spot. 

Opazo took the penalty 
himself and blasted it 
past Altona ‘keeper Dar- 
ren McGrath. 

The lead was short- 
lived- 

A Trajcevski cross five 


remained 


minute before halftime 
reached an unmarked 
Todorovski at the far post 
and the striker tapped 
home the equaliser, 

Altona laid siege to the 
Sunshine goal in the sec- 
ond half and Georgies' 
keeper Steve Wardle pre- 
vented another trouncing 
with some excellent 
saves. 

But he could not pre- 
vent Todorovski's second 
goal in the 50th minute. 
an emphatic header from 
an outstanding cross by 
Marjan Tasevski. 

When Trifunov struck 
Altona's third goal on the 
volley from a corner by 
John Sapazovski in the 
63rd minute. Sunshine's 
loss was on the cards, 

But the Georgies re- 
doubled their efforts and 
a ray of light appeared 
when Arturi sent off 
Petrevski in the 78th mi- 
nute for a bad tackle on 
Joe De Bono. 

Petrevski has only been 
on the pitch for 12 min- 
utes, having replaced 
Todorovski in the 66th 
minute. 

Altona nearly blew 
victory into the damp sky 
with sloppy defending. 
Marco Recchia scored 
Sunshine's second goal 
irom a scramble. 

John Tambouras shot 
wide and Vinnie Dé La 
Plaza hit the post. 

But the Magic escaped 
the late scare. winning 
their third match in a 
row. 


PRESTON came away 
from the Kingston Heath 


Reserve with their big- 
gest win of the season, 
beating the home team 
Bentieigh Greens 4-0 
with two goals either side 
of the break. 

The Lions spread the 
goals around. 

Kamer Simsek, in the 
25th minute, Tony Ujgu- 
novski three minutes 
later, Warren Spink with 
a clever tum in the 52nd 
and Saso Markovski in 
the 69th put on the vic- 
tory show. 

But Preston ‘keeper 
Lou Acevski was man of 
the match. 

Even Preston coach 
Viado Vanis agreed. 

"Acevski was man of 
the match. He saved at 
least four good chances." 

Last season Acevski 
also put in a. cracking 
performance. 


The Bentleigh encoun- 
ter then finished in a 2-0 
victory. with Acevski 
saving two penalties, 

Bentleigh has only won 
once against the Lions: a 
meagre 1-0 harvest at 
home in 1997. 

Some credit for Acev- 


-ski's present saves must 


also go to Preston's spe- 
cialist ‘keeper coach 
Mustafa Pestolic. 

A former first division 
guardsman in Bosnia. 
Croatia and Hong Kong. 
Pestolic is teaching his | 
handycraft to all grades at 
Preston. from the juniors 
to Acevski. who is des- 
tined to go overseas at 
the end of the season, 

"Already after a few | 
weeks. we've seen great 


improvement," Vanis 
said. | 
Acevski's feats  pre- | 


vented Preston from be- 
ing over-run in the first 
20 minutes. | 

When in the 17th min- 
ute Gerry McDonagh laid 
off a free kick. Tom 
Karapatsos blasted the | 
ball home through the 
wall. but ‘Acevski 
blocked it with his legs 
with a reflex reaction. 

Four minutes later in 
another set-piece. George 
Kalimeris fired off a 
tocket, which Acevski 
pushed for a corner with 
a spectacular dive. 

The cruelty of a com- 
petitive sport came to the 
fore after 25 minutes 
when Preston pounced on | 
the.counter. | 

Tony Kovacic squared 
in defence. Saso Ogne- 
novski took it forward | 


and placed a long 
through ball in the path 
of Simsek, who got a foot 
to it, chipping Bentleigh 
‘keeper Glenn Clarke 
with a ball that just 
dipped high into the net. 

Three minutes later 
captain Chris Emsovski 
fired a shot that, Clarke 
didn't hold and Tony Ug- 
nanovski slotted home 
the rebound. while Acev~ 
ski denied John Papettas 
in the 33rd minute for his 
third save of the after- 
noon. 

Spink showed all his 
experience in the 52nd 
minute when his accepted 
a Square pass by Markov- 
ski in the box, tured 
Bentleigh captain Stelios 
Drakos and shot home for 
Preston's third goal to 
seal the match. 

Acevski stood his 
ground three more times. 
denying Pino Cameron in 
the 62nd minute, Drakos 
in the 63rd and George 
Lenetis on the rebound. 


Markoyski twisted the 
knife just a little more. 
putting Preston's fourth 
goal in the net in the 69th 
minute. again on the 
counter as Bentleigh 
searched for a consola- 
tion goal that did not 
arrive. 

Bentleigh coach Takis 
Svigos said Preston had 
been the better side. 

"Up to the 25th minute 
it was an even game. but 
after Preston's two goals 
it was a different contest. 


VPL survival 


Horvat tipped 
to be a saint 


by Bert van Bedaf 


STEVE-Rastocic resigned-as coach of St Albans and 
former Melbourne Knights coach Vid Horvat is tipped 


to take over. 


Rastocic is the third coach to resign this VPL sea- 
son, after Chris Taylor at Altona and Anthony Cassar 


at Sunshine. 


"Some plavers weren't giving a 100 per cent. The (2- 
1) loss to Westvale (round 7) was a great humiliation. 
We were leading 1-0," Rastocic said. 

A former youth coach at the Melbourne Knights, 
Rastocic said he didn't want to continue under the 
present circumstances, although the club committee 
was happy to see him stay on. 

"| didn't get the nudge from the committee. If any- 
thing, theyre slightly upset that I left in the manner I 
did. But I didn't want to be anybody's dog's body," 


Rastocic said. 


“There were.a few players who were happy to stay 
in the comfort zone and not give their all. [ don't need 
that hassle to be treated like a jackass. I hope people 
will respect me for walking out," he said. 

St Albans team manager, Joe Jovic, has taken over 
as caretaker coach. but the word is that Horvat, who 
resigned as Knights coach during the national league 
season, is keen to take on the Saints job. | 


“We tried to come back 
in the second half. but 
overall we missed too 
mant chanc¢es and you 
can't win if you don't 
score." Svigos said. 


IN OTHER results. Al- 


tona East beat South 
Dandenong 2-0. St Al- 
bans drew 1-L with 


Springvale Eagles. while 
leader Port Melbourne 


beat Fawkner 2-1. con- 
demning the Blues to 
second bottom place. 


IN ROUND 9, Altona 
Magic hosts South Dan- 
denong on Saturday 
night. 

On Sunday Preston is 


at home to Altona East, - 


Port Melbourne against 
Bentleigh Greens. 
Springvale against Mel- 
bourne Raiders and Sun- 
shine against St Albans. 

On I fonday night. Bul- 
leen awaits Fawkner and 
Westvale plays Green 
Gully’ at the Guy Re- 
serve 


INDOOR SOCCER (FIVE A SIDE) 
ASSOCIATION OF N.S.W. Inc. 


WINTER COMPETITIONS NOW RUNNING 


ALL THESE ISA CENTRES ARE AFFILIATED WITH SOCCER NSW 
CONTACT A CENTRE NEAR YOU 


SYDNEY 

Blacktown 9894 1425 Minto 9824 5435 
Bonnyrigg 9610 1137 North Ryde 9876 1619 
Hornsby 9477 1074 Riverstone 9627 5148 
Kellyville 9629 1518 Rockdale 9556 3386 
Leumeah 4626 1700 Rooty Hill 9832 0567 
Lidcombe 9654 2311 Windsor 4877 5931 
COUNTRY 

Coniston 4229 4901 Oak Flats 4256 4515 
Gosford 4325 0107 Shoalhaven 4448 6091 
Newcastle 4954 5305 Terrigal 4977 1350 


North Wollongong 4226 2820 


For further information contact the 
Secretary ISA NSW on 9626 0052 or 0414 930 309 
or SOCCER NSW on 9629 1800 
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Penalties decide 
Breakers win 


by Phil Dando 


NEWCASTLE continued 
its incredible march to- 
ward a Top Six 
play-off place with a hard 
fought 1-0 victory over 
fellow contenders 
Carlton at Breaker Sta- 
dium on Friday. 

Two penalties in the 
second half, one to each 
side, were the deciding 
factors in an exciting 
game with plenty at stake 
for both sides. 

The Breakers took the 
ead in the 72nd minute 
after a penalty was given 
against Andrew Marth for 
holding onto Fouad Um- 
lil as he attempted to 
round the goalkeeper. 

Breakers skipper Shane 
Pryce stepped up to send 
Carlton keeper Dean 
Anastasiadis the wrong 
way from the - penalty 
Spot. 


Carlton should have 
been back on level terms 
just two minutes from the 


end. when it was 
awarded a penalty. 
Breakers defender 


Todd McManus handled 
a goal-bound shot on the 
line: for which he was 
sent from the field. 
Normally Marth would 
take penalties for Carlton 
but to his coach's cha- 
grin, striker Alex 
Moriera took the’ ball 
from him and opted to 
take the penalty himself 


but his feeble’ shot 
passed well wide of the 
post. 


Carlton attacked. des- 
perately for the last cou- 
ple of minutes but the 
Breakers, as they have 
done a number of times 
in recent weeks, held 
firm. 

The first chance of the 
game fell to Carlton in 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 1 (Pryce) 
_ CARLTON 0 


Venue: Breakers Stadium 
: Man of the Match: Shane Pryce NEWC 


“in that history - 
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the fourth minute, Break- 
ers goalkeeper Bob 
Catlin had to tip a shot 
from Moreira over the 
bar and then he repeated 
the. effort seconds 
later from a 25 metre shot 
from midfielder Con An- 
thopoulos. 

In the 20th minute, it 
was Anastasiadis' turn to 
shine, diving to deflect a 
shot. from, - Breakers' 
striker John Buonavoglia 
away for a comer. 

On 34 minutes referee 
Brett Hugo played a good 
advantage after a high 
through ball -was 
handballed by Carlton 
defender David ~Cervin- 
ski. 

Breakers striker Umtil 
ran into the penalty area 
and pulled the ball back 
for Buonavoglia but once 
again a Carlton defendér 
got in the way and de- 
flected the shot away for 
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a comer. 

Right on halftime 
Marth had a 35 metre 
free kick beaten away by 
Catlin and then the same 
player missed a glorious 
chance to give his team 
the lead heading over 
from two metres from 
the resultant corner. 

Just after halftime the 
lively Buonavoglia al- 
most gave the Breakers 
the lead with a shot 
from just outside the pen- 
alty that beat Anasta- 
siadis all ends up but 
cannoned back into play 
off the post. 

The win keeps coach 
Lee Sterrey’s slim hopes 
of taking the Newcastle 
side to an historic first- 
ever Top Six position. 

The Breakers are on a 
helter skelter ride- now 
with even the loss of just 
one game set to end their 
ambitious challenge. 

And news of the pro- 
posed sale of the north- 
em NSW club has gone 
ominously quiet in recent 
weeks. 
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Elias comes 
back to 
inspire 
Sharks 


By Sam Lienert 


Adelaide Sharks forward Elias 
Demourtzidis scored the lone 
goal in only his taird NSL 
match to give the embattled 
club its first win for 1999 
against Melbourne Knights at 
Hindmarsh Stadium on Friday 
night. 

Demourtzidis was only re- 
called by coach Adrian San- 
trac from the Australian Insti- 
tute of Sport in Canberra for 
the match to allow the 
Sharks - badly undermanned 
by injury and suspension - to 
field a side. 

The youngsters header in 
the 34th minute gave the club 
its first win in 13 matches, the 
last victory coming against 
Wollongong at the same 


venue on December 20 last 
year. 

The Sharks players have 
also had to battle constant 
speculation that the club is 
about to fold and have played 
without any match payments 
for the past six weeks. 

But the injection of youth 
into the side seemed to pro- 
vide a renewed spirit in the 
absence of injured players 
Derek Poimer, Frank Tibaldi 
and John Gibson and suspen- 
sions to Hamilton Thorp and 
Paul Souris. 

The home side dominated 
the match from the start and 
should probably have scored 
in the 26th minute when De- 
mourtzidis ran into an open 
goal but appeared to have his 
leg grabbed from behind by 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 1 (Demourtzidis) 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 0 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 


Man of the Match: Richie Alagich ADSH 


Wolves 


slaughter 
Falcons 
‘shambles’ 


“Our defence was in 


Wollongong Wolves adapted 
better to. a rain-slickened pitch 
to beat Gippsland Falcons 3-0 
in their national soccer league 
match in Morwell on Sunday. 

The Gippsland team, deci- 
mated through injuries and 
suspensions, sorely lacked 
strike power. _ 

"We only played with the 
bare essentials," said 
Gippsland coach Stuart 
Munro, referring to the ab- 
sence of Marko Perinovic, 
Brian MacNicol, Jim Hopkins 
and Olyroo Levent Osman. 

Despite the conditions the 
game was.surprisingly fast and 
action-packed with some good 
opportunities created at both 
ends of the field. 

The visitors were on the 
scoreboard at the 16th minute 
when Esala Masi angled a 
cross from the right to Ray- 


GIPPLSAND FALCONS 0 
WOLLOGNONG WOLVES 2 (Younis 2, Masi) 


Venue: Falcons Park 


shambles" 
Munro 


mond Younis who headed 
home. 

The Falcons responded by 
lifting their work rate with a 
good build up and shot by 
Sasha Becvinovski two min- 
utes later. 

Two further excellent 
chances went begging for 
the luckless home-side. 

The Wolves' second goal 
was the result of a low cross 
by Anthony Surjan one min- 
ute before half-time. 

” Masi unmarked with space 
and time headed the ball 
past Falcons' keeper Bojo 


Knights defender Paul 
Magdic, with referee Mark 
Shield failing to award a pen- 
alty. 

Forward Aaron Westervelt 
was also called into the side 
for the match and applied 
plenty of early pressure while 
Richie Alagich and Alex Cas- 
tro worked well with De- 
mourtzidis, Alagich 
supplying the cross to set up 
the goal. 

The Knights had few good 
players in a disappointing 
follow-up to their 3-0 victory 
against Canberra last week 
with striker Ice Kutlesovski 
probably Melbourne's best. 

The win was the first for 
Santrac in his second stint at 
the club following the sacking 
of Manfred Schaefer. 


says 


Jevdjevic. 

The second half was very 
much an end-to-erid battle with 
both sides going close. 

However, the greater aerial 
power and physical streftgth of 
Wollongong won through. 

The visitors sealed the game 
at the 79th again through You- 
nis. 

"We can make excuses but 
our defence was in shambles," 
said Munro. 

"We had 75 per cent of play 
in the first half but kept on 
making mistakes." 


| 


| 


Man of the Match: Ray Younis WOLL 
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Richie Alagich: top game for embattled Sharks 


NATIONAL tE 
SOCCER LEAGUE °%* 


» bs 


' 


Round 26: 26/28 March ss 
Friday 26 March 

Northern Spirit v South Melbourne - 

North Sydney Oval 7.30pm 
Saturday 27 March 


Brisbane Strikers v Canberra Cosmos: 


Suncorp Stadium 7.00pm 
Sunday 28 March 

Perth Glory v Sydney Olympic 

Perth Oval 4.00pm 

Carlton v Marconi Fairfield 

Olympic Park 3.00pm 

Wollongong Wolves v Adealide Sharks 

Brandon Park 6.30pm: 

Adelaide City v Gippsland Falcons 

Hindmarsh Stadium 7.00pm 

Melbourne Knights v Newcastle Breakers 

Knights Stadium 3.00pm 
Bye: Sydney United 


NOTE: all information believed correct at time of, golng to press. Please check with daily press, 
your club or Soccer Australia for changes to scheduled kick offs. 

ASF (02) 9380 6099, Adelaide City (08) 8336 9077, Adelaide Sharks (08) 8351 9866, Bri 
Strikers (07) 3252 5327, Carlton (03) 9389 6213, Canberra Cosmos (02) 6281 7981, Gippsi 
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Roberts controls game 
for Cosmos upset 


By Ted Simmons 


SYDNEY Olympic reject 


Ivo de Jesus scored a 
major NSL upset when 
his second half goal gave 
Canberra Cosmos a 2-1 
victory - over Northern 
Spirit at North Sydney 
Oval on Friday night. 

A vastly improved 
Canberra, who lost 1-0 to 
the Spirit in the first 
round, were faster, 
more aggressive and 
pressured. the. Sydney 
team into mistakes. 

The Spirit had a chance 
to share the points one 
minute from time when 
substitute Paul Foster 
chipped into an open goal 
but defender Gordon 
Hunter headed the ball to 
safety off the line. 

Canberra attacked from 
the start, forcing two cor- 


ners in the opening min- 
utes as Northern 
Spirit tried to counter. 

Player-coach, Graham 
Amold had selected his 
most attacking team of 
the season with Mark 
Rudan the only genuine 
defender at the back. 

Despite the Canberra 
offensive, Spirit opened 
the score in the 22nd 
minute when a combined 
passing movement be- 
tween Clayton Zane and 
Robbie Slater ended with 
Zane angling the ball into 
the back of the net. 

As the Spirit launched a 
concentrated series of 
attacks, Canberra rallied 
eight minutes later when 
Paul Roberts lobbed the 
ball over keeper Paul 
Henderson and Anthony 
Magnacca followed 
through and pushed it 


into the goal as the Spirit 


defence stood still await- 


ing an offside call. 


The winner came in the | 


73rd minute when de 


Jesus broke down the left | 


and kept going without 


opposition to convinc- | 


ingly beat Henderson. 


"I expected the game to |; 


be competitive and a win 


for any points must be | 
regarded as a big |} 
bonus;” -said Canberra | 


coach Tom Sermanni. 
"This game and the 

match against Carlton 

were the team's best two 


performances this season. |) 
“We were dangerous in | 


attack and the players 
were there when called 
on to defend.” 

The match was played 
at a hectic pace but Can- 
berra gained the advan- 
tage when it challenged 


more successfully on 50- © 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 (Zane) 50 balls. 


Gordon Hunter: headed off the line to seal three precious points for Canberra 
CANBERRA COSMOS 2 (Magnacca, de Referee Eddie Lennie 


Jesus) 


Venue: North Sydney Oval 
Man of the Match: Paul Roberts CANB 


defies 
Stallions 


By Anthony Raineri 


PERTH Glory severely dented 
Mafconi's national soccer 
league semi-final aspirations 
after a 4-3 win at Marconi 
Stadium on Saturday. 

Marconi went down gal- 
lantly after trailing within 10 
minutes and then 3-1 and 4-2. 

Stallions-coach Frank Farina 
came out of retirement and 
came on late in the second 
half to try to inspire his play- 
crs. 


Marconi made the worst 
possible start by conceding 
two early goals. 

In the 7th minute, Perth 
tight back-Robert Trajkovski 
charged upfield before cross- 
ing over the head of Marconi's 
‘last defender Marcus Phillips. 

Con Boutsianis, who was 
running in on the left post 
behind Phillips; headed the 
bali down and it bounced over 


the head of incredulous keeper 
Ante Covic and into the goal. 

Three minutes later Trajkov- 
ski was on fire again down the 
right flank crossing to Michael 
Garcia who was too fast for 
the Marconi defence and slot- 
ted past Covic. 

While even many Marconi 
fans were now predicting a 
thrashing, the players had 
other ideas and outplayed 
Perth for most of the half with 
some entertaining soccer. 

Marconi's first half domi- 
nance was evident by their 
eight comer kicks to Perth's 
one. 

The Stallions attacking play 
was rewarded nine minutes 
from the break when striker 
Francis Awaritefe latched onto 
@ precise through bail from 
captain Brad Maloney to score 
his seventh goal of the season. 

Kris Trajanovski and Bren- 
dan Renaud had certain goals 


MARCONI 3 (Awaritefe 2, Trajanovski) 
PERTH GLORY 4 (Boutsianis 2, Garcia, own goal) 


Venue: Marconi Stadium 


Man of the Match: Tony Franken PRTH 


kept a tight control as the 
frustrated Spirit tried to 
snatch the equaliser but 
allowed the game to flow, 
issuing only one yellow 


Franken 


foiled by outstanding sayes 
from Perth's former Socceroo 
keeper Tony Franken. 

Marconi continued the furi- 
ous pace in the second half 
and should have had a goal 
when Awaritefe laid the ball 
to the rampaging Maloney 
whose shot was spectacularly 
palmed to safety by Franken. 

Less than 30 second later, 
midfielder Marcus Phillips in 
his own half slipped while 
trying to control a long ball. 

Bobby Despotovski picked 
up the loose ball, raced to the 
Marconi goal, played it left to 
the unmarked Boutsianis who 
calmly chipped Covic. 


In the ‘76th minute, Mar- | 


coni's Kris Trajanovski 
breathed life in the match by 
scoring from 20m with his 
shot hitting the left post and 
bouncing into the goal. 

The match was put beyond 
doubt in the 88th minute when 
Marconi's Robbie Hooker 
scored an own goal although 
Awaritefe snared ‘a well- 
deserved consolation goal 
several minutes into 
injury time. 


card in the final minutes 
of the match. 

"It was a lack of effort 
and a lack of discipline 
with some players al- 


thinking we pensate for last week's 
bye and maybe that had 
an effect on them." 

The loss will make it 
more difficult for the 


were in the semi-finals,” 


"I trained the players 
hard this week to com- 


Francis Awaritefe: scored two but it wasn't enough 


Spirit in their quest for 
the play-offs as they 
are in fifth position and 
still to face teams above 
them, 
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Veart snatches last 
gasp draw at Bob Jane 


by Alan Clark 


ADELAIDE City 
snatched a last minute 
draw at Bob Jane Sta- 
dium on Sunday against 
league leaders South 
Melbourne, despite play- 
ing a man short £om the 
30th minute. 

Angelo Costanzo was 
dismissed after a last de- 
fender foul tackle on Mi- 
chael Curcija just outside 
the penalty area, with the 
Olyroo in a strong shoot- 
ing position. 

The send-off was the 
reason behind Zebra's 
coach Zoran Matic decid- 
ing not to appear at the 
post-game media confer- 
ence in case he would say 
something that would get 
him into trouble with the 
authorities. 

He gave the waiting 


Vaughan Coveny: Man of the Match performance 


press a short illustration 
of his anger directed at 
referee Simon Micallef, 
but as his comments were 
not given for publication, 
Inside Soccer has re- 
frained from publishing 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 (Curcija) 
ADELAIDE CITY 14 (Veart) 
Venue: Bob Jane Stadium 


Man of the Match: Vaughan Coveny SMEL 


them. 

By the time Costanzo 
trudged off the rain- 
soaked pitch, South had 
already taken the lead. 

Curcija had netted from 
close-in after an unchar- 
acteristically indecisive 
play from defensive vet- 
eran Milan Ivanovic. 

Ivanovic delayed in 
possession deep in his 
own half and found the 
ball snapped away from 
him by Vaughan Coveny. 


Coveny crossed, Paul 
Trimboli either missed an 
attempt at a header or 
heard a call and allowed 
it to continue its flight to 
where Curcija blasted 
home from six yards. 

Given the expected 
keen nature of the con- 
test, the feeling was a 
solitary goal would settle 
things, and when 
Costanzo made his pre- 
mature exit, that belief 
was more strongly held. 


Goran Lozanovski - 
coming off his game- 
winning performance in 
last week's derby against 
Carlton - put his dead- 
ball skills into action 
with a stunning 35 metre 
strike which cannoned 
off the bar and back into 
play. midway through the 
first half, but there were 
to be too few goal- 
threatening moments..to 
keep the crowd enter- 
tained. 

It was more a dour 
struggle for dominance 
which South - a player to 
the good - should have 
won, but didn't. 

Fausto De Amicis, 
steady on his feet despite 
the hazardous conditions, 
had the better of Damian 
Mori and Carl Veart for 
almost all of the game, 
but when Mori is in the 
opposition's line-up, al- 
most all of the game is 
never good enough. 

Adelaide pressed 
strongly at the beginning 
of the second half, but 
South had successfully 
weathered that as previ- 


ously. 


Travis Dodd and Veart 


were both on the end of 
promising attacks early in 
the half, and Vaughan 
Coveny and, surprisingly 
for he is-a principally a 
defender, Robert Liparoti 
had equally good count- 
ers for South. shortly af- 
ter. 

The second goal just 
wouldn't come for the 
reigning champions. 

Paul Trimboli came 
close to setting it up 77 
minutes in after being fed 
by Coveny wide on the 
Tight, then playing a 
driven cross where Cur- 
cija who looked certain 
to score, only to see Ja- 
son Petkovic getting a 
touch and deflecting it 
over. 

With the crowd head- 
ing for the Bob Jane ex- 
its, Mori and Veart drew 
deep within their energy 
teserves to launch what 
must have seemed Ade- 
laide City's last attempt 
one minute from time. 

Veart was put through 
after a typically powerful 


run by Mori, who has 


“excellent close control at 


speed, but South Mel- 
bourne keeper Michael 
Petkovic was bravely out 
to save at Veart's feet. 

Scarcely a minute later 
the same duo was to gain 
the goal their team de- 
served given the enter- 
prise it had displayed in 
this showdown of past- 
champions. 

"I thought we played 
well," said South coach 
Angie Postecoglou after 
the game. 

"They were down to ten 
men, we were pushing it 
around, we were creating 
chances. If we had scored 
a second goal the game 
was over. 

“We didn't, and that 
always gives the opposi- 
tion a chance. 

"Apart from disappoint- 
ment at throwing away 
the three points, Till 
probably get up tomor- 
row morning; look at the 
tape of the game, and say 
we played pretty well. 

“Tf we keep playing like 
that, then we'll be fine." 


United stand-ins 


step up for fou 


By Ted Simmons 
SYDNEY United coach David 
Mitchell's striking problems 
eased when his team found 
range with a 4-3 National Soc- 
cer League win over Brisbane 
Strikers at the United Sports 
Centre on Sunday. 

Mitchell's key strikers Mile 
Sterjovski and Joel Griffiths 
are overseas with the Young 
Socceroos but the team 
stepped up in style. 

But it was a battle against 
Brisbane which fought dog- 
gedly through the second half 
forcing United into late and 
sometimes desperate clear- 
ances. 

"It was always going to be a 
difficult game and it was not 
pretty," said Mitchell. 

"We missed the young boys 
but I thought it was a fantastic 
scoring effort, particularly the 
play by Danny Townsend and. 
the final goal by Steve Berry.” 

The livewire Townsend used 
his pace to outrun the Bris- 
bane defence and showed. skill 


and determination’ considering 
he was previously playing in 
the New South Wales State 
League. 

Two defensive lapses after a 
pair of goals in two minutes 
cost United a comfortable first 
half ead. 

Walter Ardone finished off 
an eighth minute passing 
move between Townsend and 
Jacob Burs jo go to a quick 
lead. 

Defender David Barrett 
scored his second goal for the 
season two minutes later from 
a Peter Bennett comer. 

Striker Steve Berry back 
headed the ball towards Bar- 
rett 12 metres from the goal 
and his return header floated 
into the net. 

Brisbane pushed into attack 
with a Jeromy Harris header 
cleared off the line by keeper 
Mike Gibson and the warning 
signals were flying for the 
United defence. 

On the half hour Kasey 
Wehnnan's shot deflected off 
Velimir Kupresak and Harris 


SYDNEY UNITED 4 (Ardone, Barrett, Burns, Berry) 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 3 (Harris, Tollenaere, McLaren) 


Venue: Edensor Park 


Man of the Match: Danny Townsend SUTD 


slammed the loose ball past 
Gibson to open Brisbanc's 
account. 

United ran into further prob- 
lems one minute before the 
break when Stuart McLaren 
made a left side run and found 
space to cross goalwards. 

The waiting and unmarked 
Reece Tollenaere attempted to 
step over the ball but it flicked 
off his heel and rolled inside 
to level the scores. 

United quickly regained the 
lead early in the second half 
with a magnificent 25 metre 
free kick from Ardone which 
Bums neatly headed past 
keeper Clint Bolton. 

Berry scored the goal of the 
match in the 70th minute 
when Michael Santalab 
pushed a deep cross from the 
left and the young striker rose 
high to head the ball inside the 


far post from a position almost 
on the line. 

The final goal was a simple 
tap in for McLaren seven min- 
utes later from a Webrman 
cross. 

"We just can't give away 
soft goals. We've thrown away 
points to so many teams 
mostly from a lack of experi- 
ence,” said Brisbane coach 
John Kosmina. 
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Jacob Burns: on the scoresheet in seven goal thriller 
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FRIENDLY CHALLENGE 

17 March 

Heracles 0 Australia Under 20s 2 
Griffiths 6 

Bresciano 51 


AUSTRALIA: Breaden, Bosnar, Colosimo (Weare 
68), Bymes, Invincible, Wilson, Emerton, Terminello 
(Culina 53), Sterjovski, Bresciano, Griffiths (Care 
78), Cunico 

19 March 

FC Twente 0 Australia Under 20s 2 

Emerton 11 

Maisano 58 

AUSTRALIA: Breaden (Weame 85), Byres, Cu- 
nico, Emerton, Wilson (Terminello 45), Culina, 
Grella, Bresciano (Invincible 84), Maisano, Sterjov- 
ski (Care 42) 


ALGARVE CUP (Women’s Challenge) 

17 March 

Portugal 0 Australia 0 

AUSTRALIA: Butland, Gegenhuber, Bartlett, Fann- 
Darby (Hepperlin 56), Peters, Revell (Murray 62), 
Youman, Salisbury (Black 56), Golebiowski, Ian- 
notta, Casagrande 

19 March 

China 2 Australia 0 

AUSTRALIA: Kitching, Bartlett (Hepperlin 73), 
Starr (Sailsbury 58), Tann-Darby, Cooper, Black 
(Golebiowski 68), Youman, Peters (Gegenhuber 73), 
Casagrande (Revell 58), Ferguson, Murray | 


Australia 1* 

Murray | 

* Australia won in‘a penalty shoot-out. 
AUSTRALIA: Butland, Tann-Darby, Star (Black 
66), Bartlett, Cooper, Golebiowski (Ferguson 80), 
Peters, Yournan (Cassafrande 74, Ravell 87), lan- 


notta, Murray, Salisbury. 
ACTSF 
ACTSF FEDERATION CUP 5 
21 March 
Pool 1 | 
Belconnen United 6 Juventus 1 
Weston Creek 7 White Eagles 0 
Pool 2 
Monaro 3 Capital City Suns | 
Cooma 3 Tuggeranong | 
Pool 3 
Canberra Olympic 7 ANU 0 
Burns Club 5 Belwest Foxes 2 
Pool 4 
Uni of Canberra 2 Queanbeyan City 2 
Canberra Deakin 5 O'Connor Knights | 
SUPER LEAGUE: First Grade, Round 7 
March 20/21 
Central Coast I Bonnyrigg 2 
Binstrin 65 Luff 5 
Mancino 22 
Fairfield Bulls 3 Macarthur Rams 2 
Borg 14 Reid 20 
Falzon 27 Williams 83 
Hoénselaars 51 
Canterbury 2 Leichhardt Tigers 0 
Mendes 51 
Christoforidas 88 
|. Bankstown City 4 Sutherland Sharks 1 
Issa 19, 26 Hobbs 74 
Todorvski 40 
own goal'73 
Parramatta Eagles Eastern Suburbs LKO 
Ryde City 1 Blacktown City I 
Watkins 45 Holst 4 
Po WIDE” FA Pr 
Macarthur Rams 7. Sop] MUP IOCoRS I: | 
Fairfield Bulls Tool el set oal es 
Blacktown City TAY 2 26a 
Bonnyrigg ede eee tT eons 
Baakstown City FS Teh Meeker es 
Canterbury ees awe! 4599 M1) 
Leichhardt Tigers Tole Se eG 
Parramatta Eagles (a ER ee 
Central Coast 7214 8 147 
| Ryde City Fae 3S 2 Trlsss 
Sutherland Sharks 7a elec Rte Loe 
Eastern Suburbs BG 0S “Seo ig er 
——— 


SCOREBOA. 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


INTERNATIONAL 


ERICSSON CUP 1992/99 


1 South Melbourne 


PWD 


23 14 


6 


2 Sydney United 24 153 


3 Perth Glory 
4 Adelaide City 
5 Sydney Olympic 


23 14 
23 11 
23 11 


3 
5 
5 


F A Pts 
44 23 48 
45 31 48 


37 24 38 
38 27 38 


6 Northern Spirit 23 12 31.31 38 


7 Marconi Fairfield 


23 10 


L 
3 
6 
6 512845 
7 
7 
9 
1 


0 42 44 33 


CZ 
RAM SPORTS 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


Northern Division 
AIS 

Sydney Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield 
Newcastle Breakers 
Northern Spirit 
NSWIS 

Wollongong Wolves 
QaAS 

Sydney United 
Marconi Fairfield Colts 
ACTAS 

Sydney United Colts 
Northern Spirit Colts 


Central Coast 2 Bonnyrigg 0 
Fairfield Bulls 3 Macarthur Rams 1 
Canterbury 3 Leichhardt Tigers 0 
Bankstown City 2 Sutherland Sharks | 
Parramatta Eagles 3 Eastern Suburbs 3 
Ryde City 0 Blacktown City 2 
PWD LF A Pt 
Macarthur Rams Fin5 HOM 2a Gra 
Canterbury 7 4-201 15.10.14 
Parramatta 7 4 12 248 13 
Eastern Subrubs DA il 2214 9Es13' 
Blacktown City ese 3: ol al 25h el 2 
Leichhardt Tigers 7% 3 2) 2-6-5631 
Central Coast Foe es) IRLONTG 
Bankstown City v3 ST) Ly Ne eoliae? 
Ryde City aor eh SAL 
Bonnyrigg FE 2s 40 Sg Uili"S 
Sutherland Tho ieee Cover IPA) 
Fairfield Bulls Wele I- St Gre2l) 4 
| NSWSF SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
UNDER 13: 
Leichhardt Tigers 3 Sydney United 0 
Gladesville Homsby 2 Parramatta Eagles 2 


8 Newcastle Breakers 
9 Brisbane Strikers 
10 Carlton 

11 Wollongong City 

12 Adelaide Sharks 

13 Melbourne Knights 
14 Gippsland Faicons 
16 Canberra Cosmos 


2 
3 
239 6 
239 5 
249 4 
237 6 
236 6 
235 5 
236 5 
244 2 


SUPER LEAGUE: Reserve Grade, Round 7 
March 20/21 


Central Coast 1 Bonnyrigg 0 
Fairfield Bulls 1 Macarthur Rams t 
Canterbury I Leichhardt Tigers 0 
Bankstown City 1 Sutherland Sharks 2 
Parramatta Eagles 3 Eastern Suburbs | 
Ryde City 4 Blacktown City 2 

Pi weDaly EF ALPt 
Parramatta Eagles 7 4 2 4 «171014 
Canterbury Perl ee 13)6-c13 
Macarthur Sra lece TISPLGMS 
Bonnyrigg WE CCIM OS LON IZ 
Central Coast Aor 2e2) SA 
Ryde City Tesul oF legulalp: 
Blacktown Pie allied AAG: 
Sutherland 7313 9.1210 
Fairfield Bulls Lie el Kee Fe ie 
Eastern Suburbs too OS SIE 
Bankstown City Fut Aes og sks 
Leichhardt Tet =S 2B Gra 


SUPER LEAGUE: Youth Grade, Round 7 
March 20/21 


Macarthur Rams 0 
Marconi Fairfield 1 
Sutherland Sharks 1 


Eastern Suburbs 0 
Southern Districts 3 
Newcastle Breakers 5 


Central Coast 2 Manly Warringah 3 
Blacktown City 5 Southern Branch 0 
Wollongong Wolves 2 Sydney Olympic 1 
UNDER 14: 

Sydney United 1 Leichhardt Tigers 0 
Gladesville Homsby 2 Parramatta Eagles 2 


Eastern Suburbs 2 
Southern Districts 4 
Newcastle Breakers 2 
Central Coast 1 
Southern Branch 2 


Macarthur Rams 1 
Marconi Fairfield 2 
Sutherland Sharks 0 
Manly Warringah 0 
Blacktown City 1 


Wollongong Wolves1 Sydney Olympic 0 
UNDER 15 

Leichhardt Tigers 2 Sydney United | 
Gladesville Hornsby 6 — Parramatta Eagles 0 
Eastern Suburbs 3 Macarthur Rams | 


8 23 2833 
9 33 38 32 
41 42 38 32 
10 35 39 27 
11 32 37 24 
13 26 36 20 
13 14 41 20 
18 19 47 14 


Sydney Olympic Academy 
Wollongong Wolves Colts 


Southern Division 
Carlton 
South Melbourne 


VIS 


Melbourne Knights 
Gippsland Falcons 
Bulleen Inter Kings 
Albury Wodonga 


KVNNWAWYQ WRweWeaaenUwnhunug 


Marconi Fairfield 3 
Sutherland Sharks 4 
Manly Warringah 3 
Blacktown City 7 
Wollongong Wolves 3 
UNDER 16: 

Sydney United 3 
Gladesville Hornsby 1 
Eastern Suburbs 1 
Marconi Fairfield 4 
Newcastle Breakers 2 
Manly Warringah 2 
Blacktown City 6 
Wollongong Wolves 1 
DIV ONE: 

UNDER 13: 

Illawarra Lions 12 
Bankstown Association 5 
Ryde City 1 

AC United 2 
Blacktown Association 2 
St George 10 


Southem Districts 1 
Newcastle Breakers 0 
Central Coast | 
Southern Branch 0 
Sydney Olympic 0 


Leichhardt Tigers 2 
Parramatta Eagles 0 
Macarthur Rams 0 
Southern Districts 3 
Sutherland Sharks 0 
Central Coast 1 
Southern Branch 1 
Sydney Olympic | 


Canterbury 0 
Canterbury Assoc 1 
Stanmore Hawks 0 
Penrith Panthers 2 


Rockdale City Suns 1 
Fairfield Bulls 0 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles | Hills United 1 


UNDER 14: 
Illawarra Lions 2 


Canterbury 0 


Canterbury Association 2 Bankstown Assoc. 0 


Ryde City 3 

AC United 1 
Rockdale City Suns 1 
St George 5 
Bonnyrigg Eagles 3 
UNDER 15: 
Tilawarra Lions 4 
Bankstown Assoc 2 
Stanmore Hawks 1 
Penrith Panthers 3 
Blacktown Association 7 
St George 2 
Bonnyrigg Eagles 3 
UNDER 16: 
Illawarra Lions 5 


Stanmore Hawks 0 
Penrith Panthers 1 
Blacktown Assoc 0 
Fairfield Bulls 0 
Hills United 2 


Canterbury 0 
Canterbury Assoc 0, 
Ryde City 0 

AC United 2 
Rockdale City Suns 0 
Fairfield Bulls 2 

Hills United 1 


Canterbury 0 


Bankstown Association 2 Canterbury Assoc 1 


Ryde City 2 

AC United 1 

Blacktown Association 2 
Fairfield Bulls 2 


| Hills United 2 


DIV TWO: 

UNDER 13; 

Nepean Association 4 
Granville Association 4 
Ku-Ring-Gai Assoc | 
Hadjuk Wanderers 2 
Mt Druitt Town 1 
Moorebank Sports 4 
UNDER 14 

Nepean Association 2 
CSI Schofields 3 
Ku-Ring-Gai Assoc 2 


| Hadjuk Wanderers | 


Hawkesbury City 4 
Parramatta City 6 
UNDER 15: 

Nepean Association 3 
CSI Schofields 5 
Ku-Ring-Gai Assoc 4 
Hadjuk Wanderers 1 
Mt Druitt Town 1 
Parramatta City 2 


Stanmore Hawks | 
Penrith Panthers 0 
Rockdale City Suns 0 
St George 1 
Bonnyrigg Eagles | 


Macquarie Sports 1 
CSI Schofields 3 
Mt Pritchard 0 
Camden Tigers 2 
Hawkesbury City 0 
Parramatta City 0 


Macquarie Sports 0 
Granville Association | 
Mt Pritchard 2 
Camden Tigers 0 

Mt Druitt Town 0 
Moorebank Sports 3 


Macquarie Sports 0 
Granville Association 2 
Mt Pritchard 3 
Camden Tigers 0 
Hawkesbury City 0 
Moorebank Sports 0 


UNDER 16: 
Nepean Association 4 
Granville Association 2 
Mt Pritchard 1 
Camden Tigers 4 
Mt Druitt Town 3 

| Parramatta City 11 


VICTORIA 


VICTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE: Firsts 
March 20/21: Round & 


Macquarie Sports 0 
CSI Schofields 1 
Ku-Ring-Gai Assoc 0 
Hadjuk Wanderers 0 
Hawkesbury City 1 
Moorebank Sports 1 


Altona Magic 3 Sunshine Georgies 2 
Todorovski 2 Opaza 
Trifonov Recchia 
South Dandenong 0 Altona East 2 
Angelos 2 
St Albans Saints I Springvale I 
Kelic Styezen 
Fawkner Blues 1 Port Melbourne 2 
Nastevski Kakos 
Caimakamis 
Bentleigh Greens 0 Preston Lions 4 
Simsek 
Ujgunoyski 
Spink 
Markovski 
Playing Monday 22 March 


Melbourne Raiders v Westvale 
Green Gully v Bulleen Inter Kings 


| PR WwiDeL FB eAGRt 

| Port melbourne a Famke 22n0 222, 
Green Gully 7 Son lt 1712516 
Preston Lions B: Sa 30 17S iS 
Bentleigh Greens $35 32S 1012 
Bulleen Inter Kings Ti, Sue tlw 12 
Melbourne Raiders he Sewer me LORS gal A 
Altona East oe be ee ee eID! 
Altona Magic 8 3 1 4 102110 
South Dandenong 8. 2s 1210'S 
St Albans Bua?) 2 4 9 Sn8 
Springvale Sobe 3) 4) 9!,,1256 
Westvale J = e303, 10) 1716 
Fawkner Selb?) LOUISES 
Sunshine £077 2755 8 195 
VICTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE : Reserves 

| March 20/21: Round 8 
Altona Magic 3 Sunshine Georgies 2 
South Dandenong 3 Altona East 2 
St Albans Saints 4 Springvale 1 
Fawkner Blues 3 Port Melbourne | 
Bentleigh Greens 2 Preston Lions 2 
Playing Monday 22 March 


Melbourne Raiders v Westvale 
Green Gully v Bulleen Inter Kings 


DIVISION 1: First Grade 


20 March 

Heidelberg United 2 Western Suburbs 0 
Oakleigh 2 Kingston City 0 

21 March 

Springvale City 1 Doncaster Rovers 0 
Northcote City 1 Westgate 2 
Melboume City 2 Werribee City 1 
Lalor United 3 Yarraville Glory 0 


North Geelong Warriors 0 Richmond | 
DIVISION 1: Reserve Grade 


RAN SPORTS 


The ONLY Australian owned brand with FIFA Approved balls 


PAGE 30 Inside Soccer 


AUSTRALIA'S BEST SELLING SOCCER PUBLICATION 


SCOREBOARD 


RAM SPORTS 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
19 March P WOLF A Pos 
Heidelberg United 2 Western Suburbs 2 Albany Creek 4400 125 12 
Oakleigh 2 Kingston City 2 Eastern Suburbs 43108 4 10 
21 March North Star 4301 148 9 
Springvale City 1 Doncaster Rovers 2 Uni Qld Sl 2910 7) 
Northcote City 2 Westgate 1 Newimarket 4202 109 6 
Melbourne City 3 Werribee City 1 Pine Rivers cee Be 
Lalor United 5 Yarraville Glory 0 Mitchelton Pe WON S155) 804) 
North Geelong Warriors Richmond Grange Thistle BO 2 Sasa 
DIVISION 2: First Grade The Gap Calms auaisezzel 
20 March 
Satellite City 1 Frankston Strikers 1 DIVISION 1 SOUTH 
East Richmond 0 Altona City 0 Olympic United 1 Souths United 1 
Essendon Diamond 2 Valley United 0 Slacks Creek I Beenleigh 1 
Frankston Pines 0 Cranboume 0 Redlands United vy Capalaba washed out 
Thomastown 1 Ringwood City 0 Acacia Ridge v Rocklea United washed out 
Knox City 2 Old Scotch Waverley 0 Inala City: bye 
21 March PWDL EA Pts 
Croydon City 0 Geelong 2 Rocklea United 4400 198 12 
DIVISION 2: Reserve Grade Capalaba a 3 0 OET6iN0 we 
20 March Slacks Creek S) 2) Wy e508 SF 
Satellite City 2 Frankston Strikers 4 Redlands United 2. 1 A Eee 
East Richmond 2 Altona City 0 Inala City 41128 124 
Essendon Diamond 2 Valley United 0 Olympic United S | 0 2yso 723 
Frankston Pines 3 Cranbourne 1 Acacia Ridge 4022 4 112 
Thomastown 0 Ringwood City 1 Beenleigh 4013 3 141 
Knox City 4 Old Scotch Waverley 2 
21 March 
Croydon City 3 Geelong 5 ILLAWARRA 
DIVISION 3: First Grade 
20 March CORRIMAL LEAGUES CLUB CUP: 
Moreland City 1 Stonnington City 4 Final: Sunday 21 March 
Laverton Park 2 South Springvale 2 Kemblawarra 2 Port Kembla 1 
Banyule City 3 Williamstown 4 Gaffney Kampas 
North Coburg 3 South Wantima | Cealho 
Moorloolbark 1 Keilor Park 0 Venue: Towradgi Park 
Broadmeadows City2 Pascoe Vale 0 Crowd: 1,000 
21 March Referee: Peter Urtovskz 
Bell Park 1 Fitzroy City 3 Port: Harris, Robaard, Pollari, Cazzoli, Morlando, 
DIVISION 3: Reserve Grade Bonetig, Polimenakos, O’Brien, Kampas, 
20 March Stanizzo, Barila. Subs: Glancy, Ferri, Duncan, 
Moreland City 3 Stonnington City 1 Carusi, Della Iacoro. Coach: Adrian Alston 
Laverton Park 3 South Springvale 1 “Warra: De Niro, Di Fazzio, Mathews, Cuda, 
Banyule City 4 Williamstown 1 Barila, Higgs, Gaffney, Sekulovski, Coelho, 
North Coburg 0 South Wantima 3 Gazzoli, Jovonski. Subs: Baz, Curvski, Spencer, 
Mooroolbark 1 Keilor Park 3 Bosevyski, Macesiu. Coach: John Fleming 
Broadmeadows City2 Pascoe Vale 1 * Player Interchange used. 
21 March 
Bell Park 0 Fitzroy City 3 3rd/4th place playoff 
DIVISION 4: First Grade Shellharbour City 3 Bulli 2 
20 March Hale Hudson 2 
Clifton Hill United 2 Lyndale United 2 Dorrion 2 
ae United 0 Seaford United 1 
roxton Park 2 Sandringham City 2 
Nunawading City 0 cmeayes ae corporate games 
Langwarrin 3 Melton 1 Pool Play Saturday 13 March 
21 March Pool 1 
Geelong Rangers 3 Corio 1 pe ape pools ae o-1 
Keysborough y Lalor (5 April) Sova, as 7 
one 4: Reserve Grade Woolies Utd Sporting PS 9-0 
) March : . GIO Football Sporting PS 2-0 

Clifton Hill United 1 _ Lyndale United 5 Woolies Utd Avengers 1-1 
Sunbury United 3 Seaford United 1 Pool 2 
Croxton Park 2 Sandringham City 5 Hot Shots Crown Cougars 5-0 
Nunawading City 1 Chelsea | AMRO - Ajax AAPT 0-3 
Langwarrin 0 Melton 1 Hot Shots AMRO - Ajax 3-3 
21 March Crown Cougars AAPT 0-0 

Hot Shots AAPT 3-0 
Geelong Rangers 2 Corio 0 Crown Cougars AMRO - Ajax 1-0 
Keysborough v Lalor (5 April) Pool 3 

AGC pone Guns Mohicans 3-0 

Star City Blues Uncle Arthur 0-0 

EEN AND AGC Youg Guns Sat City Bs 1-8 

Mohicans Uncle Arthur 0-2 
QUEENSLAND PREMIER LEAGUE wae han 
Taringa Rovers 1 Toowoomba United 0 Pool ro ries te 
Bundaberg Waves 2 Brisbane Lions 3 Optus United Skilled 1-0 
Wynnum 3 Gold Coast 1 Real CRS AFC Bauldhawkes 2-0 
Rochedale Rovers 2 Ipswich Knights 0 Optus United Real CRS AFC 1-1 


Mt Gravatt ¥ Brisbane City washed out 


PWDLE A Ps 
Brisbane Lions 5 “S 0 OSG: 315 
Rochedale Rovers 540117412 
Taringa Rovers $3 10525 55-3.9 
Brisbane City 4735079 “Gas 
Bundaberg Waves Siecle 2-9 . Oe 
Gold Coast Scene SF  CLae 
Ipswich Knights Se 2 Viet 6 “96 
Wynnum S. ont 6 133 
Mount Gravait 4 7022: G92 
Toowoomba United a0 OSes 150 
DIVISION 1 NORTH 
Albany Creek 6 The Gap 3 
Mitchelton 2 Uni of Qid 3 
Eastern Suburbs 3 North Star 1 
Grange Thistic 2 Newmarket 3 


Pine rs: Bye 


Skilled Bauldhawkes 2-0 

Optus United Bauldhawkes 2-0 
Skilled Real CRS AFC 0-0 

Pool 5 

AMP Roos ASN United 4-0 
Bears CSC United 4-0 

AMP Roos Bears 0-1 

ASN United CSC United 2-1 
AMP Roos CSC United 5-1 

ASN United Bears 1-2 

Pool 6 

OneTouchEasys Tooheys Blue 7-0 
Optus Spirit Utd EGIS United 1-0 
OneTouchEasys Optus Spirit Utd 1-0 
Tooheys Blue EGIS United 0-4 
OneTouchEasys EGIS United 1-1 
Tooheys Blue Optus Spirit Utd 0-8 
Pool 7 

Bull & Bears DHL 0-5 

Hi-Speed Team Unisys 0-5 
Bull & Bears Hi-Speed Team 2-1 


Pool & 

Rosebery Redials Sydney Sirens 0-3 
Putrid Fuji Xerox 0-0 

Rosebery Redials Putrid 1-1 
Sydney Sirens Fuji Xerox 1-0 
Rosebery Redials Fuji Xerox 0-0 
Sydney Sirens Putrid 1-1 

Pool 9 

AMP Legends Chase 1-3 

Optus Alligators Wanderers 0-5 
AMP Legends Optus Alligators 2-0 
Chase Wanderers 4-2 

AMP Legends Wanderers 1-0 
Chase Optus Alligators 4-1 

Pool 10 

Pfizer United Strikers 2-0 
Monster Banks Meinhardt FC 1-0 
Pfizer United Monster Banks 2-0 
Strikers Meinhardt FC 1-0 

Pfizer United Meinhardt FC 2-0 
Strikers Monster Banks 1-3 

Pool 11 

Hotspurs DMB-Soccer 2-1 

E&Y United Reservoir Dogs 3-0 
Hotspurs E&Y United 1-2 
DMB-Soccer Reservoir Dogs 2-1 
Hotspurs Reservoir Dogs 1-0 
DMB-Soccer E&Y United 0-2 
Pool 12 

ITEC Westfield D&C 2-0 

Soon Army TNTExpressD&I 1-13 
TEC Soon Amy {-0 

Westfield D&C TNTExpressD&I 10-0 
JTEC TNTExpressD&Il FW-FLWestfield D&C Soon 
Amy 6-0 

Poot 13 

Boral Soccer Newtel 0-0 

CR United HSBC United 0-2 
Boral Soccer CR United 1-0 
Newtel HSBC United 1-0 

Boral Soccer HSBC United 3-1 
Newtel CR United 5-0 

Pool 14 

Continental Liverpool 0-1 

WB Warriors Boral 1 0-3 
Continental WB Warriors 0-1 
Liverpool Boral i 3-0 
Continental Boral 1 1-1 
Liverpool WB Warriors 5-0 

Pool 15 

SB All Stars Compaq 0-0 
Stadiplex The Fed 0-2 

SB All Stars Stadiplex 1-0 
Compaq The Fed 2-0 

SB All Stars The Fed 1-0 


Compaq Stadiplex 1-0 

Pool 16 

PWC Soccer Fairfield Spirit 2-0 

IDS Internazionale 1-1 

PWC Soccer IDS 1-0 

Fairfield Spirit Internazionale 2-1 

PWC Soccer Internazionale 2-0 

Fairfield Spirit IDS 6-0 

Pool 17 

Star City Gold Denai 2-0 

The Terminators Optus Spirit FW-FLStar City Gold The 
Terminators 4-1 

Denai Optus Spirit FW-FLStar City Gold Optus Spirit FW- 
FLDenai The Terminators 3-0 

Pool 18 

Sun Commercial Strikers 0-1 

Tooheys Gold Telstra Terrors 0-4 

Sun Tooheys Gold 0-5 

Commercial Strikers Telstra Terrors 0-5 

Sun Telstra Terrors 0-7 

Commercial Strikers Tooheys Gold 1-5 

Pool 19 

Swifties Nestleroos 0-0 

Olympkicks WT Partnership 1-2 

Swifties Olympkicks 1-1 

Nestleroos WT Partnership 1-0 

Swifties WT Partnership 0-2 

Nestleroos Olympkicks 1-1 

Pool 20 

Oki Drake 2-0 

P-Factor Team Pink 3-0 

Oki P-Factor 4-0 

Drake Team Pink 0-2 

Oki Team Pink 3-0 

Drake P-Factor 0-2 

Pool 21 
Bauldeagles Colesmyer 2-0 
Hyder Palace Sonsabeaches 0-2 
Bauldeagles Hyder Palace 1-0 
Colesmyer Sonsabeaches 0-3 
Bauldeagles Sonsabeaches 0-1 
Colesmyer Hyder Palace 2-1 
Pool 22 

Ansett Link 0-0 

Bigguns Sadmeisters 1-2 

Ansett Bigguns 3-0 

Link Sadmeisters 2-0 

Ansett Sadmeisters 3-2 

Link Bigguns 1-0 

Elimmation Phase: Sunday 14 March 
First Round: 

Unisys Compaq 2-0 

PWC Soccer JTEC 0-2 

E&Y United OneTouchEasys 0-1 
Chase Sydney Sirens 1-2 

Oki Optus United 1-0 


Pfizer United Hot Shots 2-0 


RAM SPORTS 


| | (CSC) 36"; F Umlil (NB) 36" 


| -Telstra Terrors Star City Gold * 0-1 


Sonsabeaches AGC Young Guns 0-0 (3-5)Liverpool 
Woolies Utd 0-0 (4-2) 

Star City Gold Ansett 0-0 (3-4) 
Bears Newtel 1-3 

Telstra Terrors WT Partnership 1-0 
Second Round: 

Unisys ITEC 2-0 

OneTouchEasys Sydney Sirens 3-0 
Oki Pfizer United 0-0 (2-4) 

AGC Young Guns Liverpool 1-0 
Ansett Newtel 4-0 


(* retumeéd as best-ranked losers from earlier play) 
Quarter-Finals: 

Unisys OneTouchEasys 1-1 (6-5) 

Pfizer United AGC Young Guns 1-1 (7-6) 

Ansett Star City Gold 1-1 (4-3) 

Semi-Finals: 

Unisys Pfizer United 2-2 (7-6) 

Ansett OneTouchEasys * 1-1 (3-5) 

(* retumed as best-ranked losers from earlier play)Third 
Place Play-off: 5 

Pitzer United Ansett 0-0 (3-2) 


Final: 

Unisys OneTouchEasys 1-0 

NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 
National Youth League 

Northern Division = 
Wollongong 2 NSWIS 1 

Marconi Fairfield 2 Sydney Utd 0 
Newcastle 1 AIS 1 

Northern Spirit 4 ACTAS 0 

Marconi Fairfield 2 Sydney Utd Colts 1 
Wollongong 5 Spirit Colts 1 

QAS 3 Sydney Utd 2 
NSWIS 6 Wollonong Colts 
Olympic Academy 3 Marconi Colts 1 
Sydney Olympic 3 Marconi Fairfield 0 
Southern Division 

Melbourne Knights 3 Bulleen Inter 2 
Carlton 4 Albury Wodonga 0 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS I (S Pryce pen70') 
CARLTON SC 0 
Venue: Breakers Stadium Crowd (98/99): 4,196 

; Referee: B Hugo 

i Cautions: A Marth (CSC) 31'; R Van Steeden 


, Red Card: R McManus 88' 


SOUTH MELBOURNE | (M Curcija 16’) 
ADELAIDE CITY 1 (C Veart (87') 

Venue: Bob Jane Stadium Crowd (98/99): 8,169 
Referee: S Micallef 

Cautions: A Costanzo (AC) 23'; G Lozanovski 
(SM) 31'; C Talladira (AC) 66° 

Red Card: A Costanzo (AC) 30' 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 (C Zane 21') 

CANBERRA COSMOS 2 (A Magnacca 29'; I de 
Jesus 72') 

Venue: North Sydney Oval Crowd (98/99): 10,482 
Referee: E Lennie 


Cautions: A Magnacca (CC) 86' 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 0 

WOLLONGONG WOLVES 3 (R Younis 15', 77"; 
E Masi 44") 

Venue: Mobil Park Crowd (98/99): 1,531 

Referee: W Dade 

Cautions: G Souris (WW) 19'; R Stanton’ (WW) 
38"; S Dimoski (WW) 67°; A Vargas (GF) 75' 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 1| (E Demourtzidis 34’) 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 0 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium Crowd (98/99): 1,632 
Referee: M Shield 

Cautions: nil 


SYDNEY UNITED 4 (W Ardone 7'; D Barrett 9'; J 
Bums 55'; § Berry.71') 

BRISBANE STRIKERS 3 (J Harris 30'; R Tolle- 
naere 43"; § McLaren 77') 

Venue: Edensor Park Crowd (98/99): 3,327 
Referee: E Brazzale 

Cautions: S McLaren (BS) 47" 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 3 (F Awaritefe 35', 89"; K | 
Trajanovski 76') 

PERTH GLORY 4 (C Boutsianis 7’, 61'; M Garcia 
10°; V Kalogeracos 87') 

Venue: Marconi Stadium Crowd (98/99): 4,904 
Referee: G Connolly 

Cautions: M Babic (MF) 12'; G Wilkinson (PG) 
36", D Longo (MEF) 63' 
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